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Draft  Envlronaental  lapact  Stateaent 
Closure  of  Chanute  Air  Force  Base 


Responsible  Agency:  United  States  Air  Force 

Action:  In  response  to  the  recommendations  of  the  Defense  Secretary’s 
Commission  on  Base  Realignments  and  Closures  to  legislative 
requirements  in  the  Base  Closure  and  Realignment  Act  (Public  Law 
100-526).  Chanute  Air  Force  Base  (AFB)  Is  to  be  closed.  The 
training  courses  offered  at  the  330th  Technical  Training  Center 
now  located  at  Chanute  Air  Force  Base  will  be  moved  to  several 
gaining  bases.  These  bases  are:  Sheppard  Air  Force  Base,  Texas; 
Keesler  Air  Force  Base,  Mississippi;  Lowry  Air  Force  Base, 
Colorado;  and  Goodfellow  Air  Force  Base,  Texas. 

Contact  for  Further  Information:  Ms.  Catherine  Hitchins 

HQ  ATC/OEEV 

Randolph  Air  Force  Base,  Texas  78150-5001 
Phone:  (512)  652-3240 

Designation:  Draft  Environmental  Impact  Statement  (DEIS) 

Abstract:  This  statement  assesses  the  potential  environmental  Impacts  from 
the  closure  of  Chanute  Air  Force  Base,  located  In  the  Village  of 
Rantoul ,  Illinois.  Closure  would  significantly  reduce  on-base 
activity.  The  only  significant  Impact  resulting  from  closure 
would  be  the  the  reduction  of  wastewater  flow  to  the  Village  of 
Rantoul  Regional  Wastewater  Treatment  Plant.  The  flow  will  be 
reduced  by  50  percent. 

Comments  on  the  Draft  EIS  should  be  addressed  to  Ms.  Catherine 
Hitchins  at  the  address  noted  above.  The  comment  period  ends  on 

_ _ .  Comments  must  be  received  by  _  .  A 

public  hearing  will  be  held  on  _ Notice  of  this 

hearing  will  appear  In  the  local  media.  Mi.  Hitchins  can  also 
be  contacted  for  Information  on  this  meeting. 
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EXECUTIVE  SUMMARY 


The  action  evaluated  in  this  Environmental  Impact  Statement  (EIS)  is  the 
closure  of  Chanute  Air  Force  Base,  Illinois.  The  closure  is  the  result  of 
the  recommendations  of  the  Defense  Secretary’s  Commission  on  Base 
Realignment  and  Closure,  of  legislative  requirements  in  the  Base  Closure 
and  Realignment  Act  (Public  Law  100-526),  and  of  U.S.  Air  Force  plans  to 
enhance  mission  readiness  and  national  security.  Primarily,  the  closure  of 
Chanute  Air  Force  Base  will  involve  the  transfer  of  courses  to  bases 
designated  for  realignment  and  the  removal  of  equipment  and  personnel.  No 
construction  or  demolition  activities  are  planned  as  part  of  the  action. 
Provisions  of  the  Act  preclude  the  examination  of  any  alternative  actions 
to  closure.  Consequently,  this  document  will  only  examine  alternate 
methods  of  carrying  out  the  closure.  Because  the  Act  requires 
implementation  of  the  closure/realignment,  "no  action*  is  not  an 
alternative  and  is  not  specifically  included.  However,  Chapter  3  presents 
the  environmental  conditions  associated  with  the  installation  and  its 
operations  and  will  serve  as  the  baseline  against  which  the  implementation 
impacts  are  Judged. 

This  EIS  describes  conditions  with  all  units  currently  operational  in 
Chapter  3.  Chapter  4  of  this  document  assesses  the  impacts  of  the  closure 
of  the  base  (withdrawal  of  all  units.)  While  the  environmental  impacts  to 
Chanute  Air  Force  Base  caused  by  the  departure  of  all  units  are  within  the 
scope  of  this  EIS,  the  environmental  impacts  caused  by  the  arrival  of  those 
jjnits  at  the  new  locations  are  not  part  of  this  EIS.  Those  impacts  will  be 
analyzed  in  separate  NEPA  documents  focusing  on  impacts  and  issues  at  the 
various  receiving  bases. 

A  second  EIS  will  be  prepared  to  cover  the  final  disposition  of  the  base 
property  (including  potential  reuse).  This  process  also  involves  laws  and 
community  Issues  quite  different  from  the  comparatively  straightforward 
steps  involved  in  closure,  such  as  halting  operations  and  removing 
equipment  and  personnel. 

The  following  presents  a  summary  of  environmental  impacts  as  a  result  of 
the  closure  of  Chanute  Air  Force  Base.  Socioeconomic  impacts  (except  for 
the  regional  wastewater  treatment  plant)  are  to  be  addressed  in  the  second 
EIS. 


Climate:  No  Impact 
Topography:  No  Impact 

Geology  and  Minerals:  Insignificant  impact,  with  the  only  impacts 
resulting  from  reduced  local  sand  and  gravel  mining. 

Paleontology:  No  Impact 

Soils:  Due  to  the  closure  of  the  base,  the  soils  will  be  moderately 
posHIvely  affected.  There  will  be  less  grading  and  excavation  as 
and  less  potential  for  the  release  of  hazardous  materials. 


Installation  Restoration  Program  (IRP):  This  program  is  independent 
of  the  closure  action  and  will  not  be  affected. 

Waste  Management:  the  waste  management  on  the  base  will  be 
insignificantly  affected.  The  U.S.  Air  Force  will  coordinate  with 
all  state  and  federal  authorities  for  the  disposition  of  storage 
tanks,  oil /water  separators,  and  hazardous  waste  storage  facilities. 
Solid  waste  production  may  increase  temporarily  during  the  closure 
action  but  will  cease  when  the  base  closes,  providing  a  beneficial 
impact  to  the  Village  of  Rantoul’s  landfill  longevity.  Currently, 
the  extent  of  asbestos  and  PCB’s  are  not  known.  Surveys  will  be 
completed  prior  to  the  base  closure. 

Air  Quality:  By  reducing  the  pollutant  emissions  from  day-to-day 
operations  of  the  base,  the  air  quality  of  the  base  and  the  Village 
of  Rantoul  will  be  Insignificantly  affected. 

Groundwater  Resources:  The  base  closure  will  eliminate  the  risk  of 
hazardous  materials  spills  or  releases  related  to  the  military 
mission  of  the  base.  The  closure  will  also  reduce  future 
construction  that  would  create  more  impervious  space  on  the  aquifer 
recharge  area  that  the  base  partially  occupies. 

Surface  Waters:  The  creek  and  other  bodies  of  water  will  receive 
positive  impacts.  The  wastewater  treatment  plant  will  receive 
significant  economic  and  physical  Impacts. 

Biological  Environment:  The  implementation  of  closure  should  provide 
positive  impacts  for  the  biological  environment  but  these  effects  may 
be  tempered  by  not  implementing  the  Fish  and  Wildlife  Management 
Plan. 

Cultural  Resources:  No  Impact 
Noise  Factors:  No  Impact 

Zoning  and  Political  Boundaries:  The  land  uses  on  base  could  be 
regulated  by  the  Village  of  Rantoul  depending  on  the  transfer  of 
ownership. 

Socioeconomic  Factors:  A  detailed  analysis  that  will  discuss  reuse 
alternatives  for  Chanute  Air  Force  Base  will  be  conducted  in  the 
second  EIS. 

Transportation:  The  additional  vehicle  or  train  traffic  necessary 
for  implementing  closure  of  the  base  will  be  staggered  over  a  period 
of  years.  The  movement  of  each  course  will  involve  an  increase  in 
traffic  over  a  shorter  time  period.  To  prevent  impacts  on  the  local 
roadways,  the  vehicle  or  train  movements  can  be  staggered. 
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1,  DESCRIPTION  OF  AND  NEED  FOR  PROPOSED  ACTION 
1.0  Introduction 

The  Defense  Secretary’s  Commission  on  Base  Realignment  and 
Closure  ("Commission  or  CBRC")  was  chartered  on  3  May  1988  by 
the  Secretary  of  Defense  to  recommend  military  installations 
within  the  United  States,  its  commonwealths,  territories,  and 
possessions  for  realignment  and  closure.  Subsequently,  the  Base 
Closure  and  Realignment  Act  (Public  Law  100-526,  24  October 
1988)  endorsed  the  Secretary’s  Commission  and  required  the 
Secretary  of  Defense  to  implement  its  recommendations  unless 
he  rejected  them  in  their  entirety  or  the  Congress  passed  (and 
the  President  signed)  a  Joint  Resolution  disapproving  the 
Commission’s  recommendations. 

The  primary  criteria  used  by  the  Commission  for  identifying 
candidate  bases  was  the  military  value  of  the  installation. 
However,  cost  savings  were  also  considered,  as  were  the  current 
and  projected  plans  and  requirements  for  each  military  service. 
Lastly,  the  Commission  focused  its  review  on  military  properties 
and  their  uses,  not  military  units  or  organizational/ 
administrative  issues. 

Dn  29  December  1988,  the  Commission  recommended  the  realignment 
and  closure  of  145  military  installations.  Of  this  number,  86 
are  to  be  closed  fully,  five  are  to  be  closed  in  part,  and  54 
will  experience  a  change  (either  an  increase  or  decrease)  as 
units  and  activities  are  relocated. 

On  8  January  1989,  the  Secretary  of  Defense  approved  those 
recommendations  and  announced  that  the  Department  of  Defense 
would  implement  them.  The  Congress  did  not  pass  a  Joint 
Resolution  disapproving  the  recommendations  within  the  time 
allotted  by  the  Act. 

Therefore,  the  Act  now  requires  the  Secretary  of  Defense,  as  a 
matter  of  law,  to  implement  those  closures  and  realignments. 
Implementation  must  be  initiated  by  30  September  1991,  and  must 
be  completed  no  later  than  30  September  1995.  Thus,  the 
decision  has  been  made  to  close  Chanute  AFB. 

The  Base  Closure  and  Realignment  Act  requires  the  implementing 
actions  to  conform  to  the  provisions  of  the  National 
Environmental  Policy  Act  of  1969  (NEPA),  as  implemented  by  the 
President’s  Council  on  Environmental  Quality  (CEO)  regulations. 
In  addition,  this  EIS  also  follows  Air  Force  Regulation  (AFR) 
19-2,  which  implements  both  NEPA  and  the  CEO  regulations  within 
the  Air  Force  system.  However,  the  Act  also  modified  NEPA  to 
the  extent  that  the  environmental  analysis  need  not  consider: 
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1.  The  need  for  closing  or  realigning  a  military  installation 
selected  for  closure  or  realignment  by  the  Commission; 

2.  the  need  for  transferring  functions  to  another  military 
installation  that  has  been  selected  as  the  receiving 
installation;  or 

3.  alternative  military  installations  to  those  selected. 

1.1  Scoping  Process  and  Preplanning  Analysis 

To  make  the  NEPA  process  more  useful  to  decision-makers  and  the 
public,  CEQ  regulations  require  a  scoping  process.  The 
objective  of  this  process  is  to  determine  the  scope  of  issues  to 
be  addressed  and  to  identify  significant  issues  related  to  the 
action. 

On  February  8,  1989,  the  Department  of  the  Air  Force  published 
a  Notice  of  Intent  in  the  Federal  Register  to  prepare  the 
Environmental  Impact  Statement  for  the  closure  of  Chanute  AFB. 
Local  notification  of  the  public  scoping  meeting  was  achieved 
through  T.V.,  radio,  and  newspapers  within  a  75-  mile  radius  of 
the  base. 

On  March  1,  1989,  the  United  States  Air  Force  conducted  a  public 
scoping  meeting  in  the  Rantoul  Township  High  School  Gymnasium. 
This  meeting  was  held  to  solicit  comments  and  identify  concerns 
related  to  the  impacts  of  the  closure  of  Chanute  AFB. 

1.1.1  Public  Scoping  Meeting 

During  the  public  scoping  meeting,  many  issues  related  to 
the  disposal  and  reuse  of  the  base  were  raised.  This 
document  will  address  only  those  issues  related  to 
closure.  Issues  related  to  the  disposal  and  reuse  of  the 
installation  and  facilities  will  be  addressed  in  the 
second  reuse  EIS.  Issues  raised  in  the  public  scoping 
meeting  and  addressed  in  this  document  include  the 
following: 

Physical  and  economic  impacts  on  the  regional 
wastewater  facility 

Impacts  of  hazardous  waste  sites 
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Costs  of  environmental  mitigations 
Land  use  Issues 

Surface  water  and  groundwater  impacts 

Removal  and  cleanup  of  buried  fuel  tanks 

Removal  and  disposal  of  asbestos  hazards 

Removal  and  disposal  of  PCB’s 

Issues  raised  in  the  public  scoping  meeting  to  be 
addressed  in  the  second  EIS7 

Connection  of  Chanute  to  the  Village  electrical 
system 

Loss  of  Jobs,  population 

Large  numbers  of  vacant  homes,  buildings 

Loss  of  revenue  for  the  Village  of  Rantoul , 
including  State  and  Federal  aid 

Increased  expenditures  by  the  Village  of  Rantoul 

■  Drop  in  property  values 

Loss  of  local  business  revenue 

Loss  of  school  attendance 

Elimination  of  use  of  the  Chanute  AFB  by  military 
retirees,  especially  hospital  facilities 

Personal  distress,  tension 

Diminished  educational  funding 

Reduction  of  non-profit  social  services 
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1,2  Related  Environmental  Studies 

The  potential  environmental  impacts  that  may  occur  at  the 
receiving  bases  will  be  addressed  in  separate  environmental 
assessments  at  those  installations  and  are  beyond  the  scope  of 
this  EIS.  These  environmental  assessments  include  the 
following: 


Environmental  Assessment  for  the  Realignment  of  Goodfellow 
AFB,  Texas. 


Environmental  Assessment  for  the  Realignment  of  Keesler 
AFB,  Mississippi. 

Environmental  Assessment  for  the  Realignment  of  Lowry  AFB, 
Colorado 

Environmental  Assessment  for  the  Realignment  of  Sheppard 
AFB,  Texas. 

1.3  Issues  Beyond  the  Scope  of  the  EIS 

This  EIS  only  addresses  environmental  impacts  of  the  closure  of 
Chanute  AFB. 


A  second  EIS  will  be  prepared  to  cover  the  Air  Force’s  proposed 
final  disposition  of  the  base  property  including  community  reuse 
[Federal  Register  54,  6256  (February  8,  1989)].  A  socioeconomic 
study  will  be  conducted  and  included  in  the  second  EIS  to 
discuss  the  effects  on  socioeconomic  factors. 

The  Installation  Restoration  Program  (IRP)  is  independent  of 
closure  and  beyond  the  scope  of  this  EIS.  The  IRP  is  only 
addressed  to  the  extent  that  it  is  interrelated  to  closure 
actions  and  associated  potential  impacts. 

1,4  Relevant  Federal,  State,  and  Local  Statutes,  Regulations  or 
Guidelines 

The  following  Federal  and  Air  Force  regulations  relate  to  the 
proposed  action; 

Federal 

National  Environmental  Policy  Act  (NEPA).  Considers 
environmental  factors  through  a  systematic 
interdisciplinary  approach. 

President’s  Council  on  Environmental  Quality  (CEO) 
regulations.  The  agency  that  administers  the  NEPA  process. 
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Endangered  Species  Act  of  1973.  Conserves  ecosystems  for 
the  use  of  endangered  or  threatened  species. 

National  Historic  Preservation  Act.  Protects  districts, 
buildings,  sites  and  objectives  significant  to  American 
History. 

Clean  Water  Act.  Reduces  water  pollution  and  the  discharge 
of  toxic  and  waste  materials  into  all  waters. 

Clean  Air  Act.  Reduces  air  pollution  dangerous  to  public 
health,  crops,  livestock,  and  property. 

Resource  Conservation  and  Recovery  Act  (RCRA/HSWA). 

Control  of  waste  disposal  and  hazardous  waste. 

Federal  Insecticide,  Fungicide,  and  Rodenticide  Act 
(FIFRA).  Controls  the  application  of  pesticides  to  provide 
greater  protection  to  humans  and  the  environment. 

Comprehensive  Environmental  Response  Compensation  and 
CERCLA  (Superfund)  Liability  Act/SARA.  Provides  for 
liability,  compensation,  clean-up,  and  emergency  response 
for  hazardous  substances  released  into  the  environment  and 
the  clean-up  of  inactive  hazardous  waste  disposal  sites. 

Toxic  Substance  Control  Act  (TSCA).  To  regulate  commerce 
and  protect  human  health  and  the  environment  by  requiring 
testing  and  necessary  use  restrictions  on  certain  chemical 
substances  and  for  other  purposes. 

Intergovernmental  Review  of  Federal  Programs,  Executive 
Order  12372.  Provides  opportunity  for  consultation  by 
state  and  local  governments  of  Federal  financial  assistance 
or  direct  Federal  development. 

Air  Force 


Environmental  Impact  Analysis  Process  (EIAP)  (AFR  19-2). 
Gives  specific  procedural  requirements  for  Air  Force 
implementation  of  the  NEPA 

Pollution  Abatement  and  Environmental  Quality  (AFR  19-1). 
States  policies  and  assigns  responsibilities  for  the 
development  of  an  organized,  integrated,  multidisciplinary, 
environmental  protection  program  to  make  sure  the  Air 
Force,  at  all  levels  of  command,  conducts  its  activities  in 
a  manner  that  protects  and  enhances  environmental  quality. 
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Environmental  Pollution  Monitoring  (AFR  19-7).  Sets  up 
environmental  pollution  monitoring  program  for  Air  Force 
installations. 

Interagency  and  Intergovernmental  Coordination  of  Land, 
Facility,  and  Environmental  Plans,  Program,  and  Projects 
(AFR  19-9).  Regulations  requiring  inter-governmental  and 
inter-agency  coordination. 

Conservation  and  Management  of  Natural  Resources  (AFR 
126-1).  This  regulation  gives  policies,  procedures  and 
functional  responsibilities  for  managing  and  conserving 
soil,  water,  forest,  fish,  wildlife,  and  outdoor  recreation 
resources  on  Air  Force  Lands. 

Natural  Resources  Land  Management  (AFM  126-2).  Program  for 
development,  improvement,  maintenance,  and  conservation  of 
the  real  property  of  DOD  installations. 


State 


Illinois  Environmental  Protection  Act;  Establish  a  unified 
state-wide  program  for  environmental  protection  and 
cooperate  fully  with  other  states  and  with  the  United 
States  in  protecting  the  environment. 

Air  Pollution  Control  (Title  35;  Subtitle  B;  Chapter  I; 
Parts  201-245:  Protect  and  enhance  air  quality  of  the 
State  of  Illinois.  Ensure  compliance  with  ambient  air 
quality  standards.  Regulate  stationary  sources  and 
administer  special  programs. 

Land  Pollution  Control  (Title  35;  Subtitle  G;  Chapter  I  and 
II;  Parts;  700-870):  Enforce  State  hazardous  waste  control 
laws  and  regulations.  Regulate  the  use,  storage, 
transportation,  treatment,  and  disposal  of  hazardous 
materials  and  waste. 

Public  Water  Supplies  (Title  35;  Subtitle  F;  Chapter  1  and 
II;  Parts  601-654):  Ensure  the  continuous  operation  and 
maintenance  of  public  water  supply  facilities  so  that  the 
water  will  be  assuredly  safe  in  quality,  clean,  adequate  in 
quantity,  and  the  satisfactory  mineral  characteristics  for 
ordinary  domestic  consumption. 

Water  Pollution  Control  (Title  35;  Subtitle  G;  Chapter  I; 
Parts  301,  312):  Restore,  maintain,  and  enhance  the 
purity  of  the  waters  in  the  state  of  Illinois.  Ensure  that 
no  contaminants  are  discharged  into  the  waters  without 
being  given  the  degree  of  treatment  of  control  necessary  to 
prevent  pollution. 
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Illinois  Endangered  Species  Protection  Act  -  Conserve 
species  of  fish,  wildlife,  and  plants  facing  extinction. 


Local 


No  local  statutes  or  regulations  pertain  to  the  base 
closure  process. 
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2.  ALTERNATIVES  CONSIDERED  INCLUDING  THE  ACTION 
2.0  Introduction 

This  section  describes  the  action,  withdrawal  of  personnel,  and 
closure  of  the  base  in  sufficient  detail  to  allow  environmental 
impacts  to  be  assessed.  Provisions  of  the  Base  Closure  and 
Realignment  Act  preclude  the  examination  of  any  alternative 
actions  to  closure  of  the  base.  The  Act  requires  implementation 
of  the  closure;  therefore,  the  "No  Action*  alternative  is  not 
discussed.  The  only  alternatives  to  be  addressed  will  be 
alternative  methods  of  carrying  out  the  closure. 

2.1  Alternative  Considered  but  Eliminated 

Quick  Withdrawal  and  Closure  of  Chanute  Air  Force  Base 

During  the  public  scoping  meeting,  a  quick  withdrawal  of 
military  personnel  and  closure  of  Chanute  AFB  was  proposed. 

This  alternative  was  eliminated  from  consideration  as  a  result 
of  the  Defense  Secretary’s  Commission  on  Base  Realignment  and 
Closure.  A  phased  withdrawal  and  closure  will  lessen  the 
impacts  on  the  military  personnel  and  the  surrounding  community. 

Quick  withdrawal  and  closure  would  not  allow  the  receiving  bases 
to  complete  necessary  construction  projects.  Essentially,  in  a 
quick  withdrawal,  the  technical  training  currently  conducted  at 
Chanute  AFB  would  cease.  Transferring  the  training  courses 
requires  extensive  construction,  alteration,  and  enhancement  of 
facilities  at  the  gaining  bases  requiring  two  to  five  years  to 
complete.  The  Air  Force  cannot  function  efficiently  in  several 
areas  if  it  must  suffer  a  two-to-five-year  gap  in  the  essential 
technical  training  now  conducted  at  Chanute  AFB. 

2.2  Description  of  the  Action 

The  withdrawal  of  personnel  and  closure  of  Chanute  AFB  will  be 
implemented  by  relocating  the  mission  and  related  support 
activities  of  the  Chanute  Technical  Training  Canter  to  existing 
technical  training  centers  at  Sheppard,  Keesler,  Lowry,  and 
Goodfellow  AFB’s. 

Sheppard  AFB,  Texas  will  receive  52  courses  including 
aircraft  engine,  propulsion,  maintenance,  and  air  crew  life 
support  training.  The  first  class  will  begin  in  1990  and 
the  realignment  should  be  completed  by  1994. 
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Keesler  AFB,  Mississippi,  will  receive  22  courses  including 
avionics  and  weather  equipment  maintenance,  weather 
satellite  system,  and  photo-interpretation  training.  The 
first  class  will  begin  in  1990,  and  this  realignment  should 
be  completed  by  1992. 

Lowry  AFB,  Colorado  will  receive  45  courses  including 
missile  support  equipment  maintenance,  intercontinental 
ballistic  missile  maintenance  officer,  and  cryogenic 
operations  training.  The  first  class  will  begin  in  1990; 
the  realignment  should  be  completed  in  1993. 

Goodfellow  AFB,  Texas  will  receive  25  courses  including 
fire  fighting,  fire  truck  operation  and  maintenance  and 
fuel  inspection  training.  The  first  class  will  begin  in 
1992  and  the  realignment  should  be  completed  in  1993. 

This  action  will  be  a  phased  process.  The  process  will  be 
scheduled  in  accordance  with  the  graduation  dates  for  each 
training  class.  The  Air  Force  will  not  move  students  from 
Chanute  to  the  receiving  bases.  Students  graduating  from 
training  classes  at  Chanute  will  transfer  to  their  permanent 
assignments.  After  each  "final"  class  graduation  at  Chanute, 
that  particular  course  will  be  relocated  to  the  receiving  base. 
The  next  class  of  students  will  travel  directly  to  the  new  base 
for  training. 

Civil  Service  employees  at  Chanute  AFB  will  be  eligible  for 
listing  with  the  Priority  Placement  Program  within  the 
Department  of  Defense.  Personnel  directly  related  to  specific 
training  courses  will  have  the  opportunity  to  move  to  the  base 
acquiring  the  training  course.  Many  military  personnel  at 
Chanute  will  be  due  for  a  permanent  change  of  station  when  the 
base  is  scheduled  for  closure.  At  that  time,  military  personnel 
will  be  transferred,  and  replacements  will  be  assigned  to  the 
bases  acquiring  the  training  classes. 

Several  alternative  methods  (mode)  exist  for  transporting  USAF 
supplies  equipment  and  personal  belongings.  These  modes  include 
truck,  freight  train,  airplane,  and  barge.  Usually  trucks 
provide  the  most  feasible  means  of  transport.  However,  due  to 
the  nature  and  logistics  of  the  relocation,  the  optimal  mode  may 
be  a  combination  of  vehicles.  The  exact  mix  would  be  based  on 
cargo  packaging,  shipment  schedules,  and  costs  per  unit.  Using 
the  assumptions  given  in  Appendix  A.  it  is  assumed  that 
approximately  7,875  tons  of  USAF  supplies,  equipment  and 
personal  belongings  would  be  moved  from  Chanute  AFB  to  the 
receiving  bases:  Lowry  AFB.  Colorado;  Sheppard  AFB.  Texas; 
Goodfellow  AFB,  Texas;  and  Keesler  AFB.  Mississippi.  Table  3.7 
provides  a  summary  of  the  possible  alternative  modes  of 
transportation  of  equipment,  supplies,  and  personal  belongings. 
No  specific  mode  or  combination  of  modes  is  preferred  at  this 
time. 
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Table  2.1 

SuMary  of  Key  lepacts  Due  to  Base  Closure 


Closure 


Imact  Area 

Implementation 

Post  Closure 

Notes 

Project  Area: 

Zoning  and  Political 
Boundaries 

No  Impact 

Undetermined  Impact 

The  Closure  of 
the  base  could 
allow  the 

Village  of 
Rantoul  to 
regulate  future 
land  use  on  the 
base. 

Chapman  Courts 

No  Impacts 

Continued  maint¬ 
enance  to  prevent 
deterioration. 

Water  Resources: 
Groundwater  Resources 

No  Impacts 

Possibly  reduce 
groundwater 
withdrawal . 

Surface  Water 

No  Impacts 

Continued  maint¬ 
enance  of  Base 
Recreation  Lake. 

Waste  Hanagenent: 

Solid  Waste 

Minor  Increase  In 
waste  stream  In 
landfill. 

• 

Possible  lengthened 
landfill  life  span. 

Wastewater  Treatment 
Plant: 

Impact  Increases 
during  period  of 
Implementation 

Significant  Impact 

Will  affect: 

1)  pumping 
facilities 

2)  Clarifiers 
and  packed 
towers 

3)  Piping 
systems 

4)  Sludge 
handling 

facilities 

5)  0  and  M  Staff 
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3.  GENERAL  DESCRIPTION  OF  THE  PROJECT  AREA 

3.0  Installation  History  and  Mission 

Chanute  AFB,  constructed  in  1917  adjacent  the  Village  of 
Rantoul,  Initially  served  as  a  training  facility  and  storage 
depot  for  aircraft  engines  and  paint.  Mechanical,  photographic, 
and  communications  training  activities  were  transferred  to 
Chanute  in  the  early  1920’s.  In  1929,  a  technical  training 
school  for  all  Air  Corps  mechanics  was  established. 

In  1938,  appropriations  were  authorized  to  modernize  the 
technical  training  facilities  and  expand  the  base  to  its  present 
size  of  approximately  2,100  acres.  The  Air  Corps  Technical 
Training  Command  established  its  first  headquarters  at  Chanute 
Field  in  1941.  During  World  War  II,  aircraft  maintenance, 
weather  observation,  life  support,  and  metallurgy  training  were 
conducted  at  the  base. 

Since  World  War  II,  military  and  technical  training  for 
aerospace  weapon  systems  support  personnel  has  been  the  primary 
mission  of  Chanute  Air  Force  Base.  In  1959,  the  installation 
was  designated  the  Chanute  Technical  Training  Center.  The 
runways  were  closed  for  military  operations  in  July  1971, 
resulting  in  Chanute’s  current  designation  as  a  non-flying 
training  facility.  The  current  host  unit  at  Chanute  AFB  is  the 
330th  Technical  Training  Wing. 

3.1  General  Description  of  the  Project  Area 

Chanute  AFB  is  located  in  the  Village  of  Rantoul ,  which  is  in 
Champaign  County  in  east-central  Illinois  (see  Figure  3.1.)  The 
City  of  Champaign-Urbana  is  approximately  14  miles  south  of 
Chanute  AFB  (see  Figure  3.2.) 

3.1.1  Climate 


The  Chanute  AFB  and  the  Rantoul  community  have  a 
temperate  continental  climate  with  characteristics 
reflecting  their  geographical  position  in  Illinois.  This 
is  an  area  of  climatic  transition  between  the  northern 
and  southern  sectors  of  the  State.  This  continental 
climate  produces  a  wide  range  of  temperatures  from  100 
degrees  Fahrenheit  in  the  summer  to  -25  degrees 
Fahrenheit  in  the  winter. 

The  average  annual  precipitation  is  36  inches.  The 
greater  monthly  average  precipitation  occurs  during  the 
summer  months  of  June  (four  inches)  and  July  (five 
inches).  The  lowest  monthly  average  precipitation  occurs 
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in  the  winter  months  of  January  and  February  when 
precipitation  usually  does  not  exceed  two  inches. 

The  prevailing  wind  comes  from  the  southwest. 
Occasionally,  during  the  winter  months,  the  wind  comes 
from  the  west  or  northwest.  The  average  annual  windspeed 
is  approximately  seven  miles  per  hour.  The  average 
windspeed  is  usually  greater  during  the  winter  and  early 
spring,  then  subsides  somewhat  during  the  summer. 

3.1.2  Topography 

Chanute  AFB  is  located  in  a  relatively  level  area  between 
two  glacially-deposited  moraines.  The  local  topography 
and  glacial  influences  are  the  products  of  stream 
development.  The  land  surface  slopes  from  750  feet  mean 
sea  level  (MSL)  at  the  northwest  corner  of  the  base  to  an 
elevation  of  710  feet  MSL  along  Salt  Fork  Creek  near  the 
southeastern  installation  boundary  (see  Figure  3.3.) 

3.1.3  Zoning  and  Political  Boundaries 

In  the  Village  of  Rantoul,  as  shown  in  Figure  3.4,  there 
are  a  variety  of  zoning  districts  along  the  north  base 
boundary,  including  M-l  (Manufacturing),  C-2 
(Commercial),  R-2  (Residential),  R-4  (Residential  High 
Density),  and  A-1  (Agricultural).  Chanute  AFB  is 
designated  as  G-1  (Government)  on  the  zoning  map.  The 
zoning  ordinance  for  the  base  provides  for  the 
unrestricted  use  of  all  property  within  the  base’s 
boundaries.  The  ordinance  also  prohibits  any 
restrictions  on  the  type  of  building  construction  on  the 
base.  No  designated  flood  plains  exist  on  Chanute  AFB. 

A  small  portion  of  the  southeast  corner  of  the  base, 
known  as  the  900  area,  is  not  within  the  incorporated 
boundaries  of  the  Village  of  Rantoul  and  is  not  zoned. 

Chanut  AFB  has  granted  several  easements  for  utility 
lines  at.  roads  that  cross  the  installation.  A  sewer  and 
water  line  easement  was  granted  to  an  individual  through 
the  Chapman  Court  housing  area,  and  the  State  of  Illinois 
was  granted  easements  for  road  construction.  The  Central 
Illinois  Public  Service  Company  owns  a  uflity  easement 
for  a  power  transmission  line  along  the  northern  border 
of  the  base  and  an  outdoor  sub-station.  Eastern  Illinois 
Telephone  Company  was  granted  easements  for  telephone 
cables  along  the  west  boundary  of  the  base  and  in  the 
Chapman  Court  housing  area.  Right  of  way  easements  were 
granted  to  an  individual,  a  commercial  enterprise,  and 
the  Village  of  Rantoul  for  road  construction.  Another 
individual  was  granted  an  easement  for  a  drainage  line. 
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Chapwan  Court 

Chapman  Court  1s  an  off-base  housing  annex  located  in  the 
Village  of  Rantoul.  This  annex  consists  of  120 
structures.  Currently,  only  79  units  are  available  for 
occupancy.  These  units  are  being  used  to  house 
unaccompanied  airmen,  that  is  enlisted  personnel  not 
families. 

Five  years  ago,  the  Air  Force  stopped  maintaining  the 
Chapman  Court  area.  The  intention  was  to  sell  the 
development;  however,  the  housing  units  were  later  needed 
for  overflow  from  base  housing.  Minimal  maintenance  has 
been  reinstituted  to  prevent  further  deterioration. 
Currently,  none  of  the  units  are  used  for  family  housing. 

3.2  Physical  Environwent 

3.2.1  Geology  and  Minerals 

The  bedrock  within  the  study  area  is  highly  dependent  on 
erosion,  both  glacial  and  preglacial.  The  Pennsylvanian 
section  is  dominated  by  shales  that  contain  interbedded 
sandstones  and  limestones.  The  Mississippian  section  is 
predominantly  limestones  and  dolomites  with  interbedded 
shales.  Depth  to  the  bedrock  is  approximately  250  to  300 
feet,  depending  on  the  surface  and  subsurface  topography. 
The  subsurface  structure  is  controlled  by  the  LaSalle 
Anticlinal  Belt,  which  trends  North-South.  The  axis  of 
the  anticline  is  located  approximately  two  miles  West  of 
Chanute  AFB.  When  this  episode  of  deformation  occurred, 
it  not  only  folded  the  bedrock  but  also  fractured  it, 
increasing  the  permeability. 

The  bedrock  is  overlaid  by  three,  distinct,  mostly 
unconsolidated  glacial  deposits  (Wisconsinan,  111  Ionian, 
and  Kansan  Stages)  referred  to  as  till.  The  till 
stratigraphy  is  characterized  by  poorly-sorted  material 
that  contains  clay,  silt,  sand,  gravel,  and  cobbles. 
Lenticular  deposits  of  well-sorted  material  deposited  by 
glacial  meltwater  lie  within  these  units.  The  three 
glacial  deposits  are  bounded  by  paleosols  (buried  soils.) 
Described  as  silty  with  a  high  clay  content,  these 
distinctions  are  stratigraphic  in  nature  and  should  not 
be  considered  as  a  hydrologic  barrier.  The  till  should  be 
considered  as  one  unit  approximately  200  to  300  feet 
thick. 
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Some  sand  and  gravel  deposits  in  Champaign  County  are 
associated  with  the  glacial  end  moraines  scattered 
throughout  the  County.  A  large  deposit  of  sand  and 
gravel  is  located  to  the  northeast  and  east  of  Rantoul . 

A  few  smaller  deposits  of  sand  and  gravel  are  northwest 
of  Rantoul.  Several  abandoned  sand  and  gravel  pits  are 
in  a  large  deposit,  which  is  east  and  northeast  of 
Rantoul.  Currently,  a  sand  and  gravel  extraction 
operation  is  located  in  the  Chanute-Rantoul  vicinity. 

Salt  Fork  Creek,  which  runs  through  the  southeast  corner 
of  the  base,  has  several  isolated  bodies  of  pebbly  sand. 
However,  the  Creek  lacks  sizable  deposits  of  sand  and 
gravel.  No  sizable  deposits  of  sand  and  gravel  are  known 
to  exist  on  Chanute  AFB. 

3.2.2  Paleontology 

No  natural  outcrops  that  would  expose  paleontological 
resources  exist  on  the  base.  Undiscovered  materials  may 
be  in  the  bedrock  below  the  base,  but  nothing  is  located 
near  the  surface.  Fossils  may  be  located  in  any  imported 
rock  used  for  construction  such  as  riprap,  but  these 
fossils  would  not  be  locally  derived. 

3.2.3  Soils 


The  soils  on  the  base  have  moderate  water  erosion 
potential  and  are  not  very  susceptible  to  wind  erosion. 
The  soils  are  generally  moderately  permeable.  The 
majority  of  the  soils  located  in  the  southeast  corner  of 
the  base  are  moderately  permeable.  Some  of  these  soils 
have  moderately  slow  permeability  lower  in  their  soil 
profile.  The  downward  movement  of  water  in  these 
moderate  to  moderately  slow  soils  ranges  from  0.2  to  2.0 
inches  per  hour. 

The  development  of  the  base  generally  follows  the  soils 
that  are  most  suited  for  development.  The  areas  of  open 
space  also  follow  soils  that  are  not  generally  suited  for 
development.  Because  of  improved  construction  practices, 
these  land  use  patterns  could  vary  in  the  future 
depending  on  base  reuse. 

The  U.S.  Department  of  Agriculture  encourages  the  wise 
use  of  the  Nation’s  prime  farmland.  Chanute  AFB  has 
approximately  100  acres  of  prime  farmland  south  of  the 
runways  on  the  southeastern  section  of  the  base.  These 
areas  are  used  for  agricultural  purposes  through  the 
agricultural  outlease  program  in  operation  at  the  base. 
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3.3  Noise  Factors 


In  1970,  the  north-south  runway  was  closed,  and  in  1971,  the 
east-west  runway  was  closed.  At  that  time,  Chanute  AFB  became  a 
non-flying  training  base.  These  runway  closures  eliminated  the 
most  significant  noise  impacts  on  Chanute  AFB  and  the  Village  of 
Rantoul .  Since  those  years,  the  noise  impacts  created  by  normal 
base  operations  have  been  minimal,  not  exceeding  the  noise 
impact  that  would  be  expected  from  a  medium-sized  city. 

3.4  Air  Quality 

3.4.1  Regional  Air  Quality 

The  Chanute  AFB-Rantoul  community  is  within  the  Illinois 
Environmental  Protection  Agency’s  East  Central  Illinois 
Intrastate  Air  Quality  Control  Region.  Champaign  County 
is  designated  as  an  attainment  area  for  all  pollutants 
(Illinois  EPA,  1985.)  This  means  that  Champaign  County 
air  quality  meets  all  legal  requirements.  A  monitoring 
station  is  located  in  Champaign  County  in  the  City  of 
Champaign.  This  monitoring  station  is  part  of  the 
Illinois  State/Local  Air  Monitoring  Station  (SLAMS) 
network  and  is  located  15  miles  south  of  Rantoul.  This 
site  monitors  levels  of  sulfur  dioxide  and  ozone.  Until 
recently,  a  second  monitoring  station,  which  monitored 
total  suspended  particulates,  was  located  in  the  City  of* 
Champaign.  This  monitoring  station  was  removed  in  1988, 
due  to  the  switch  by  the  United  States  Environmental 
Protection  Agency  to  monitoring  of  particulate  matter 
with  a  nominal  diameter  of  less  than  10  micrometers 
(PM-10.)  The  current  national  ambient  air  quality 
standards  for  particulate  matter  are  only  for  PM-10,  even 
though  Illinois  continues  to  have  standards  for  total 
suspended  particles.  The  sampling  results  for  Champaign 
County  are  shown  in  Table  3.1.  The  summary  of  National 
and  Illinois  Ambient  Air  Quality  Standards  is  shown  in 
Table  3.2. 

Once  in  1987,  total  suspended  particulate  (TSP)  values 
exceeded  the  primary  standard  in  Champaign  County  when. 
the  value  reached  394  micrograms  per  cubic  meter  (ug/m^.) 
The  TSP  primary  standard  value  was  not  exceeded  in  1988. 
The  secondary  standard  was  exceeded  once  during  1987  but 
not  during  1988.  During  1988,  the  highest  value  was  134 
ug/m^.  The  trend  over  the  previous  six  years  shows  that 
TSP  values  have  remained  stable. 

Sources  of  TSPs  include  combustion  of  fossil  fuels,  wind, 
and  mechanical  erosion  of  soil.  According  to  the 
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SuMary  of  Monitored  Air  Quality  In  Chaapalgn  County,  Illinois 


Total  Suspended  Particulates 
(alcrograas  per  cubic  aeter) 

East  Central 


Illinois  Intrastate 

Nuaber 

Of  Saaples 

Chaapalgn  County 

>150, 

>260, 

Highest  Saaples 

Chaapalgn,  111. 

ug/a^ 

ug/a"’ 

1 

2 

3 

4 

1986 

0 

0 

134 

123 

117 

114 

1987 

1 

1 

394 

148 

144 

106 

OZONE 

(parts  per  all lion) 

East  Central 

Illinois  Intrastate 

Chaapalgn,  County 

Nuaber  of  days 

Highest  Saaples 

Chaapalgn,  111. 

Greater  than  0.12  ppa  l 

2 

3 

4 

1988 

0 

0.112 

0.100 

0.099 

0.098 

1987 

0 

0.123 

0.099 

0.094 

0.091 

Sulfer  Dioxide 

• 

(parts  per  all lion) 

East  Central 

Illinois  Intrastate 

Nuaber 

of  Saaples 

Highest  Saaples 

Chaapal^  County 

3-hr. 

24-hr. 

3-hr. 

Avg. 

24-hr. 

Avg. 

Chai^ialgn,  111. 

>0.5 

>0.14 

1st 

2nd 

1st 

2nd 

1988 

0 

Q 

0.056 

0.056 

0.027 

0.026 

1987 

0 

Q 

0.056 

0.054 

0.028 

0.028 

Sources:  1987  Annual  Air  Quality  Report  lEPA,  Illinois  1988  Annual  Air 
Quality  Report 
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nUnois  Environmental  Protection  Agency,  the  high  values 
were  partially  attributed  to  the  hot,  dry  climatic 
conditions  that  existed  in  1987. 

The  ozone  levels  in  Champaign  County  did  not  exceed  the 
primary  standard  in  1987  or  1988.  The  highest  levels  of 
ozone  were  0.123  parts  per  million  (ppm)  in  1987  and 
0.112  ppm  in  1988.  Ozone  is  not  directly  emitted  from 
pollution  sources  but  is  formed  from  emissions  of 
nitrogen  oxides  and  non-methane  organic  compounds  in  the 
presence  of  heat  and  sunlight. 

Sulfur  dioxide  levels  for  Champaign  County  were  lower 
than  the  primary  and  secondary  standards  for  both  1987 
and  1988.  The  highest  level  three-hour  average  samples 
were  0.056  ppm  in  1987  and  in  1988.  The  highest  level 
24-hour  average  samples  were  0.028  ppm  in  1987  and  0.0027 
ppm  in  1988.  Trends  over  the  previous  six  years  show  a 
stable  sulfur  dioxide  level.  The  main  source  of  sulfur 
dioxide,  which  is  produced  from  combustion  processes,  is 
the  burning  of  fossil  fuels  containing  sulfur  compounds. 

3.4.2  Air  Pollutant  Emissions  Sources 

All  existing  facilities  on  the  base  that  are  regulated  by 
Illinois  EPA  permits  are  in  compliance  with  air  quality 
standards,  and  the  permits  are  current  (Illinois  EPA, 
1989.) 

The  most  significant  air  pollution  emission  sources  at 
Chanute  AFB  are  motor  vehicles.  The  primary  stationary 
emission  sources  include  the  fire  training  operation 
(Illinois  EPA  permit  ID  019065),  the  test  cell  heating 
plant  (Illinois  EPA  permit  ID  029065AAC),  the  central 
heating  plant,  and  the  pathological  incinerator  that  is 
located  at  the  base  hospital  (Illinois  EPA  permit  ID 
019817AAC.) 

The  Illinois  EPA  permits  for  pollutant-emitting  sources 
on  the  base  will  be  renewed  until  they  are  no  longer 
needed  for  base  operations.  Chanute  AFB  has  an  operating 
permit  (I.D.  No.  019817 AAC)  from  the  Illinois 
Environmental  Protection  Agency  to  operate  the  central 
heating  plant  with  an  electrostatic  precipitator.  This 
permit  expires  on  December  17.  1989.  Reapplication  for 
renewal  of  the  permit  has  been  submitted  to  the  Illinois 
EPA. 
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In  addition  to  the  Illinois  EPA  permitted  sources  and 
motor  vehicles,  natural  gas  domestic  heaters  in  base 
housing  units,  No.  2  fuel  oil  heated  buildings,  AGE 
school  engines,  and  the  base  gas  stations  emit 
pollutants.  The  estimated  emission  for  base  sources  and 
the  estimated  emission  for  Champaign  County  is  shown  in 
Table  3.3. 

3.5  Water  Resources 
3.5.1  Groundwater 


Four  hydrogeologic  units  underly  the  base  (see  Figure 
3.5.)  The  Wisconsinan  aquifer  (upper  glacial  deposit)  is 
approximately  70-feet  thick.  The  base  lies  within  the 
recharge  area  of  this  aquifer.  Groundwater  exists  within 
10  feet  of  the  ground  surface.  The  groundwater  in  the 
upper  part  of  the  aquifer  flows  toward  Salt  Fork  Creek. 
Water  yields  for  the  Wisconsinan  aquifer  range  from  three 
to  60  gallons  per  minute  (gpm).  This  aquifer  is  not  used 
by  the  Village  of  Rantoul  or  Chanute  AFB  as  a  source  of 
drinking  water. 

The  Illinoian  aquifer  occurs  at  approximately  70  feet  in 
depth.  The  general  direction  of  groundwater  flow  is 
south.  Well  yields  from  the  aquifer  can  be  up  to  800 
gpm’s  in  the*  thicker  sand  and  gravel  sections. 

The  Kansan  aquifer  occurs  at  approximately  200  feet  below 
land  surface  and  is  composed  of  approximately  60  feet  of 
sand.  The  direction  of  groundwater  flow  in  the  Kansan 
aquifer  is  south.  Wells  tapping  the  Kansan  aquifer  may 
yield  up  to  3,500  gpm’s.  During  high  volume  pumping 
periods,  the  water  levels  in  the  Kansan  and  Illinoian 
aquifer  wells  stabilize  at  approximately  the  same 
elevation.  This  indicates  some  hydraulic  connection 
between  the  two  aquifers. 

The  bedrock  aquifer  consists  of  fractured  sedimentary 
rocks  containing  highly  mineralized  water.  Due  to  its 
low  yield  and  poor  water  quality,  the  bedrock  aquifer  is 
not  considered  a  reliable  water  source. 

Nine  deep  wells  drilled  into  the  lower  glacial  deposits 
of  the  Kansan  aquifer  supply  the  base  with  water.  Seven 
of  the  base’s  wells  are  located  in  the  northwest  section 
of  the  base.  Four  of  these  wells  were  drilled  along  the 
northern  installation  boundary.  Two  wells  are  located  in 
the  southeast  section  of  the  base. 
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Esti Mated  Annual  Air  Pollutant  Ea1 salons 
Chanute  AFB  and  Chaapaign  County 


Pollutant 

Annual  Regional 
Emissions, 

Champaign  County 
(Tons/Year)^ 

Estimated  Annual 
Pollutant  Emissions, 
Chanute  AFB-Emisslons 
(Tons/Year)'’ 

Carbon  monoxide^ 

392 

398 

Hydrocarbons 

2,193 

424 

Nitrogen  Oxides 

2,578 

97 

Sulfur  Oxides 

4,412 

10 

Particulates 

1,657 

102 

^  -  Point  sources.  Because  Champaign  County  1s  an  attainnent  area, 
emissions  from  mobile  sources  (vehicles)  are  not  estimated. 

2 

-  Illinois  EPA,  Division  of  Air  Pollution  Control  (County  estimates  does 
not  Include  Chanute  AFB  estimates). 

^  -  Chanute  AFB,  Base  Civil  Engineering. 
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The  Kansan  aquifer  is  also  the  Village  of  Rantoul’s 
municipal  water  source. 

Water  is  pumped  from  the  wells  at  a  total  volume  of 
approximately  2.3  million  gallons  per  day  (gpd).  This 
figure  is  the  average  over  a  one-year  period.  The  water 
is  treated  and  stored  in  water  towers  that  have  a  total 
capacity  of  2.1  million  gallons  and  then  supplied  through 
the  base  distribution  system. 

An  analysis  of  the  raw  water  samples  taken  from  base 
water  production  wells  shows  no  evidence  of  contamination 
in  the  aquifers  used  for  water  supply  (Illinois  EPA 
Division  of  Public  Water  Supplies,  1989.)  The  drinking 
water  for  the  Village  of  Rantoul  and  Chanute  AFB  meets 
all  State  and  Federal  drinking  water  standards  (Illinois 
EPA  Division  of  Public  Water  Supplies,  1989.) 

3.5.2  Surface  Waters 


The  recreation  lake,  located  in  the  southeast  section  cf 
the  base,  has  a  surface  area  of  approximately  20  acres 
and  is  used  for  fishing.  The  site  of  the  recreation  lake 
was  originally  a  series  of  sewage  lagoons  constructed  in 
1969  and  used  until  1973  when  the  facility  became 
obsolete.  From  1978  to  1983,  the  lagoons  were  refilled 
and  stocked  with  fish  for  recreational  purposes.  The 
present  recreation  lake  was  constructed  in  1984  and  was 
stocked  with  fish  over  a  four-year  period.  During  this 
process,  the  State  District  Biologist  monitored  the 
release  of  fish.  The  District  Biologist’s  reports 
included  data  on  fish  population,  pH,  and  total  dissolved 
solids.  A  complete  water  analysis  was  conducted  in 
September  1987.  The  lake  level  is  maintained  by  pumping 
groundwater  as  needed. 

Dther  surface  waters  on  Chanute  AFB  include  three  golf 
course  ponds  that  are  located  east  of  the  base  runways. 
Each  pond  has  a  surface  area  of  two  acres.  In  the  past, 
these  ponds  were  used  for  fishing,  but  several  years  ago 
this  activity  was  discontinued  because  of  the  hazard 
posed  by  golfers. 

Salt  Fork  Creek  flows  along  the  southern  installation 
boundary  and  parallels  Perimeter  Road  through  the 
southeastern  section  of  the  base.  Approximately  1.1 
lineal  miles  of  the  creek  are  within  installation 
boundaries.  Salt  Fork  Creek  receives  a  majority  of  the 
on-base  drainage.  Data  from  the  IRP  sampling  showed 
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trace  amounts  of  some  volatile  organic  compounds  and 
total  dissolved  solids.  The  oil  and  grease 
concentrations  exceeded  drinking  water  standards. 

The  Upper  Salt  Fork  Drainage  Ditch,  a  larger  waterway 
into  which  Salt  Fork  Creek  drains,  flows  along  the  north 
side  of  Rantoul  then  turns  south  approximately  one  mile 
east  of  the  base.  This  drainage  ditch  is  used  for 
wastewater  treatment  plant  effluent  discharged  by  the 
Village  of  Rantoul.  Chanute  AF8  stopped  discharging  Into 
the  Upper  Salt  Fork  Drainage  Ditch  in  late  1987  when  the 
base  was  connected  to  the  Village  of  Rantoul  municipal 
Wastewater  Treatment  Plant  (Illinois  EPA  Division  of 
Public  Water  Supplies,  1989.) 

3.5.3  Wastewater  Discharge  Permits 

The  Village  of  Rantoul ’s  wastewater  treatment  plant  was 
issued  a  National  Pollution  Discharge  Elimination  System 
Permit  (NPDES)  on  February  21,  1985.  The  permit  (No. 
IL0022128)  was  modified  August  6,  1986,  and  expires  March 
1,  1990. 

During  the  past  year,  no  discharges  of  treated  wastewater 
exceeded  the  Village  of  Rantoul ’s  NPDES  permit  standards. 

Chanute  AFB  was  issued  a  NPDES  permit  (No.  IL0027073)  on 
September  12,  1983  to  authorize  discharges  into  the  Upper 
Salt  Fork  Drainage  Ditch.  Chanute  AFB  has  since 
discontinued  the  discharge  and  the  permit  has  been 
canceled.  The  base’s  wastewater  flow  was  transferred  to 
the  Rantoul  Regional  Wastewater  Treatment  Plant  in 
November  1987. 

The  wastewater  flow  from  Chanute  AFB  must  meet  local 
standards.  If  these  standards  are  exceeded,  the  base 
would  be  required  to  meet  federal  pretreatment  standards. 
The  base  is  in  compliance  with  the  local  standards  (John 
Reale,  Superintendent  of  Water  and  Wastewater,  Village  of 
Rantoul,  personal  communication,  1989.) 

3.6  Waste  Managewet.t 

This  section  addresses  the  management  of  current  hazardous  and 
non-hazardous  wastes  at  Chanute  AFB. 

3.6.1  Solid  Waste 


Solid  non-hazardous  waste  produced  by  Chanute  AFB  is 
taken  to  the  Village  of  Rantoul  landfill.  Total  solid 
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waste  production  at  the  base  1s  approximately  5.300  tons 
per  year.  The  landfill  has  6  to  7  years  of  capacity 
remaining  if  the  current  rate  of  fill  is  maintained. 

Chanute  AFB  implements  a  recycling  program.  The 
Resource,  Recovery,  and  Recycling  Program  (RRRP)  recycles 
aluminum  cans,  paper,  and  scrap  items,  steel,  and  rubber. 

3.6.2  Hazardous  Waste  Management 

In  order  to  minimize  future  hazardous  waste 
contamination,  planning  for  spills  or  releases  must  be  in 
accordance  with  the  Air  Force’s  "Guidance  Manual  for  the 
Preparation  of  Spill  Prevention  and  Response  Plans" 
(AFESC,  1987).  Chanute  AFB  has  several  plans  that 
address  hazardous  materials.  The  purpose  of  the  Spill 
Prevention  and  Response  (CTTC  Plan  705,  1988)  is  to 
prevent  the  discharge  of  polluting  substances  or  to 
contain  and  control  the  discharges  if  they  do  occur  and 
then  to  treat  the  site.  The  Management  of  Recoverable 
and  Waste  Liquid  Petroleum  Products,  (CABG  Plan  211, 

1984)  and  the  Management  of  Hazardous  Waste  (CTTC  Plan 
708,  1986)  are  documents  that  provide  guidance  for  the 
proper  management  of  hazardous  waste. 

3.6.3  Hazardous  Waste  Storage 

Chanute  AFB  operates  a  permitted  Hazardous  Waste 
Confoming  Storage  Facility.  The  base  has  a  history  of 
disposing  of  wastes  in  a  timely  manner  that  requires  only 
minor  clean-up  efforts.  The  base  also  operates  hazardous 
waste  accumulation  points  that  can  accumulate  hazardous 
wastes  for  up  to  90  days  before  moving  them  to  the 
conforming  storage  facility. 

3.6.4  Resource  Conservation  and  Recovery  Act  (RCRA)  Permit 

Chanute  operates  its  Hazardous  Waste  Storage  Facility 
under  an  interim  RCRA  permit  and  has  applied  to  the  EPA 
for  a  finalized  permit  to  store  hazardous  wastes. 

3.6.5  Wastewater  Treatment  Plant 

Prior  to  the  munictpal  connection.  Chanute  AFB  operated  a 
wastewater  treatment  plant  for  sanitary  sewage.  All 
sanitary,  commercial,  and  industrial  wastewater  was 
discharged  to  and  treated  by  this  plant.  The  industrial 
wastes  included  paint-related  material,  petroleum-oil  and 
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lubricants,  corrosive  materials,  and  fuel.  All 
wastewater  generated  by  Chanute  AFB  is  now  treated  at  the 
Village  of  Rantoul  Wastewater  Treatment  Plant. 

The  wastewater  treatment  plant  in  the  Village  of  Rantoul 
was  built  with  Air  Force  support.  The  plant  has  a 
maximum  capacity  of  eight  million  gallons  of  water  per 
day  (gpd).  The  average  flow  is  3.5  million  gpd  with 
occasional  flows  of  2.5  million  gpd.  The  AFB,  including 
the  Chapman  Court  housing  area,  accounts  for 
approximately  one  half  of  the  total  flow  to  the  Municipal 
Treatment  plant. 

The  Air  Force  contributed  approximately  10.5  million 
dollars  to  the  construction  of  the  WWTP.  The  Air  Force 
retains  no  part  of  ownership  or  control  in  return  for  its 
contribution.  Rather,  the  Air  Force  receives  the 
services  of  the  WWTP  at  a  reduced  rate. 

3.6.6  Polychlorinated  Biphenyls  (PCB) 

Currently,  five  active  PCB  (7500  ppm)  transformers  and 
two  active  PCB  contaminated  (50-500  ppm)  transformers  are 
on  the  base.  There  are  591  capacitors  and  transformers 
on  base  with  unknown  PCB  content.  A  survey  to  test 
capacitors  and  transformers  for  PCB  content  was  completed 
in  November  1989.  The  results  are  expected  in  January 
1990. 

3.6.7  Asbestos 


The  extent  of  asbestos  currently  on  the  base  is  not 
known.  The  base  is  scheduled  to  be  surveyed  in  1990. 

The  survey  will  include  all  buildings  and  Military  Family 
Housing  Units.  The  friable  asbestos,  asbestos  particles 
capable  of  becoming  airborn,  must  be  assessed  for  health 
and  environmental  risks.  When  the  risks  are  determined 
several  options  can  be  considered: 

Long-term  monitoring  of  the  materials  conditions 
Enclosure  within  solid  structures 
Encapsulation  with  sprayed-on  coatings 
Removal  of  the  material 

3.6.8  Underground  Storage  Tanks 

Currently,  77  known  Underground  Storage  Tanks  (USTs) 
exist  on  the  base.  A  UST  management  plan  will  be 
developed.  The  plan  will  include  a  priority  list  for 
upgrading  or  replacing  the  USTs.  All  UST  systems  will  be 
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tested  for  leaks  prior  to  transfer  of  ownership.  If  a 
UST  is  leaking,  it  will  be  removed  but  not  replaced. 

Where  possible,  any  soil  contamination  caused  by  leaking 
USTs  will  be  removed  upon  discovery.  If  the 
contamination  is  extensive  enough  for  immediate  removal, 
the  site  will  be  added  to  the  IRP.  Abandoned  USTs,  those 
no  longer  in  service,  are  programmed  for  removal  in 
conjunction  with  the  IRP  or  other  O&M  Air  Force  programs. 


3.6.9  Other 


Oil /Water  Separators 

Seven  oil /water  separators  exist  on  Chanute  AFB.  These 
separators  will  be  closed  or  transferred  to  a  new  owner 
in  compliance  with  all  regulations. 

Above-Ground  Bulk  Storage  Tanks 

Sixteen  above-ground  bulk  storage  tanks  exist  on  Chanute. 

Radon 


The  Air  Force  has  mandated  the  Radon  Assessment  and 
Mitigation  Program  (RAMP)  to  determine  radon  levels  in 
buildings  on  base.  This  program  was  developed  to 
evaluate  levels  of  radon  exposure  to  military  members  and 
their  dependents  and  to  provide  a  means  for  mitigation  if 
necessary.  Several  buildings,  including  housing  units, 
have  been  surveyed,  and  the  results  have  indicated  that 
further  surveys  should  be  conducted.  A  year-long  radon 
survey  is  planned. 

3.7  Installation  Restoration  Program  (IRP) 

3.7.1  Introduction 

In  1980,  the  United  States  Air  Force  (USAF)  began 
implementing  the  Department  of  Defense  (DOD)  Installation 
Restoration  Program  (IRP).  The  IRP  is  designed  to 
identify  and  fully  evaluate  suspected  contamination 
associated  with  past  hazardous  waste  disposal  practices 
and  to  control  hazards  to  human  health  and  the 
environment  resulting  from  past  operations. 

The  Comprehensive  Environmental  Response.  Compensation 
and  Liability  Act  (CERCLA)  as  amended  by  the  Superfund 
Amendments  and  Reauthorization  Act  (SARA)  is  the  Federal 
Law  implemented  with  the  IRP. 
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Chanute  AFB  Is  not  on  the  United  States  Environmental 
Protection  Agency’s  National  Priorities  List. 

Regulatory  oversight  is  provided  by  the  U.S. 

Environmental  Protection  Agency,  Region  V,  by  the 
Illinois  Environmental  Protection  Agency,  and  by  the 
Illinois  Department  of  Public  Health. 

The  first  hazardous  waste  investigation  activity  under 
the  IRP  was  conducted  in  1983.  A  records  search 
identified  six  potential  disposal  sites  that  required 
further  study.  A  seventh  site  was  subsequently  added. 
From  1984  to  1986,  an  IRP  investigation  was  conducted  at 
the  base  to  further  assess  potential  contamination  at  the 
disposal  sites.  The  findings  of  these  preliminary  site 
evaluations  indicated  that  further  remedial 
investigations  and  feasibility  studies  were  required  as 
part  of  the  remedial  program.  A  summary  of  the  IRP  sites 
is  presented  in  Table  3.4.  The  IRP  site  locations  are 
shown  in  Figure  3.6. 

3.7,2  Site  Descriptions 

Landfill  Site  1 

History 

Landfill  Site  1  was  used  from  the  late  1930s  until  1960. 
During  this  period,  the  landfill  received  garbage,  paper, 
wood,  metal,  ashes,  aircraft  parts,  empty  pesticide 
containers,  shop  wastes,  and  construction/demolition 
debris.  A  major  portion  of  the  wastes  generated  on  the 
base  during  this  period  was  disposed  at  the  Landfill  Site 
1.  The  wastes  were  deposited  in  an  area  fill  method. 

The  landfill  depth  is  estimated  to  be  approximately  eight 
to  10  feet.  The  site  occupies  an  area  of  approximately 
19  acres  and  is  located  northwest  of  Salt  Fork  Creek. 

The  material  deposited  in  this  landfill  was  routinely 
burned. 

Previous  Studies 


During  the  IRP  Phase  Il-Stage  I  investigations  completed 
in  1986,  three,  shallow  Wisconsinan  monitoring  wells  were 
installed  and  sampled.  Groundwater  sampling  results 
indicated  trace  concentrations  of  phenolic  compounds  as 
well  as  oil  and  grease. 

Further  investigations  were  initiated  at  the  site  late  in 
1987.  A  geophysical  survey  was  conducted  to  define 
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landfill  boundaries  and  to  identify  areas  containing 
large  metallic  objects.  Four,  shallow  Wisconsinan  wells 
were  also  installed  along  the  periphery  of  the  site  to 
monitor  the  groundwater  quality  of  the  uppermost 
waterbearing  sediments.  Since  1988,  these  wells  have 
been  sampled  on  a  quarterly  basis.  In  addition,  the 
sediments  and  surface  waters  of  Salt  Fork  Creek  have  been 
sampled  for  analysis.  To  date,  analytical  results  from 
groundwater,  surface  water,  and  sediment  sampling 
indicate  concentrations  of  organic  contaminants  to  be  at 
or  below  detection  limits.  Aquifer  tests  were  conducted 
to  determine  the  hydraulic  characteristics  of  the  site. 

Future  Investigations 


Future  work  at  Landfill  Site  1  will  include  installation 
and  sampling  of  deeper  monitoring  wells,  designed  to 
investigate  the  groundwater  quality  of  the  underlying 
Illinoian  aquifer.  Confirmatory  sampling  of  shallow, 
Wisconsinan  wells  and  sampling  and  analysis  of  the 
surficial  soils  forming  the  landfill  cap  will  also  be 
concluded  in  the  near  future.  In  addition,  the  landfill 
cap  thickness  will  be  determined  at  a  number  of  locations 
on  the  site. 

Landfill  Site  2 


History 

Landfill  No.  2  was  used  over  a  period  of  15  years 
starting  in  the  early  1950s.  Wastes  disposed  of  at  the 
site  included  garbage,  trash,  shop  residuals,  and 
construction  rubble.  Depth  to  the  bottom  of  the  landfill 
is  approximately  eight  to  10  feet.  As  was  the  case  with 
Landfill  Site  1,  the  area  fill  method  and  periodic 
burning  were  used  at  this  site.  The  site  is  located  on 
approximately  20  acres. 

Previous  Studies 

The  initial  investigation  at  the  site  included  the 
installation  and  sampling  of  one,  shallow  Wisconsinan 
well.  Surface  water  samples  were  also  collected  along 
adjoining  Salt  Fork  Creek.  Analytical  results  from  this 
sampling  indicated  trace  concentrations  of  an  organic 
solvent  in  a  surface  water  sample  and  trace 
concentrations  of  phenolic  compounds  in  the  Wisconsinan 
well . 
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Subsequent  work  at  the  Landfill  Site  2  Included 
geophysical  surveys  for  landfill  boundary  determination 
and  aquifer  tests  to  evaluate  the  hydraulic 
characteristics  of  the  site.  Groundwater  quality  of  the 
uppermost  waterbearing  sediments  was  investigated  through 
the  installation  and  sampling  of  four,  shallow 
Wisconslnan  wells  along  the  periphery  of  Landfill  Site  2. 
As  was  the  case  in  Landfill  Site  1,  analytical  results 
from  groundwater  sampling  indicated  concentrations  of 
organic  contaminants  at  or  below  detection  limits. 

Future  Investigations 

Future  work  at  Landfill  Site  2  will  include  the 
installation  of  one  monitoring  well  in  the  Illinoian 
aquifer,  which  immediately  underlies  the  Wisconslnan 
deposits.  In  addition,  the  surficial  soils  forming  the 
landfill  cap  will  be  sampled  at  selected  locations. 

Landfill  Site  3 


History 


After  the  closure  of  Landfill  Site  2,  Site  3  was  opened. 
Base  garbage,  refuse,  shop  waste,  and  rubble  were 
deposited  at  the  site  during  its  operation.  The 
operation  of  this  20-acre  site  was  similar  to  that  of 
Landfill  Sites  1  and  2. 

Previous  Studies 

During  the  initial  investigation,  three,  shallow 
Wisconslnan  monitoring  wells  were  installed  along  the 
immediate  periphery  of  Landfill  Site  3.  Trace  amounts  of 
phenolic  and  volatile  compounds,  as  well  as  oil  and 
grease,  were  found  in  the  wells. 

Late  in  1987,  geophysical  surveys  and  aquifer  pumping 
tests  were  conducted  to  characterize  the  site.  Five 
additional  Wisconslnan  monitoring  wells  were  installed 
along  the  periphery  of  the  site.  Results  of  quarterly 
sampling  indicate  low  levels  of  organic  contaminants, 
generally  below  federal  maximum  contaminant  levels 
(mcls).  In  addition  to  the  shallow  wells,  a  deeper 
Illinoian  well  was  installed  immediately  downgradient  of 
the  site.  Analytical  results  from  five  sampling  rounds 
show  the  concentration  of  organic  compounds  in  the 
Illinoian  aquifer  to  be  generally  below  detection  limits. 
Although  traces  of  these  compounds  have  been  detected 
during  individual  sampling  rounds,  the  presence  of  these 
compounds  could  not  be  confirmed  by  subsequent  sampling. 
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Future  Investigations 

Upcoming  work  at  Landfill  Site  3  will  be  limited  to 
confirmatory  sampling  of  the  existing  shallow  and  deep 
wells.  In  addition,  the  surficlal  soils  forming  the 
landfill  cap  will  be  sampled  and  landfill  cap  thickness 
will  be  determined  at  select  locations. 

Landfill  Site  4 

History 

Landfill  Site  4,  located  In  the  southeast  corner  of  the 
base,  operated  over  a  four-year  period  beginning  In  1970. 
This  16-acre  site  received  wastes  that  Included  garbage, 
refuse,  shop  residues,  and  constructlon/demolltlon 
debris.  Filling  at  the  site  Included  trench  and  area 
fill  methods.  Although  burning  probably  also  took  place. 
It  occurred  less  frequently  than  In  the  older  landfills. 

Previous  Studies 


During  the  Initial  Investigation,  four,  shallow 
Wisconsinan  wells  were  Installed  along  the  periphery  of 
the  site.  Trace  concentrations  of  oil,  grease,  and 
phenolic  and  volatile  organic  compounds  were  detected  In 
these  wells. 

Additional  work  at  Landfill  Site  4  Included  the 
Installation  of  four,  shallow  Wisconsinan  wells  and  an 
Illlnolan  well,  located  downgradlent  of  Landfill  Site  4. 
As  Is  the  case  with  the  other  landfills,  only  trace 
concentrations  of  organic  contaminants  have  been 
detected.  Geophysical  surveys  and  aquifer  tests  were 
also  conducted  to  characterize  the  site. 

Future  Investigations 

Upcoming  work  at  Landfill  Site  4  will  be  limited  to 
confirmatory  sampling  of  the  existing  shallow  and  deep 
wells.  In  addition,  the  surficlal  soils  forming  the 
landfill  cap  will  be  sampled  and  landfill  cap  thickness 
will  be  determined  at  select  locations. 

Building  932:  Tank  Sludge  Disposal  Pit 

History 

Until  1979,  sludges  from  fuel  tanks  were  disposed  of  in  a 
diked  pit  located  east  of  Building  932.  Currently,  the 
pit  area  is  used  to  store  drummed  sludge  prior  to  its 
removal  by  an  off-base  contractor. 
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Previous  Studies 

During  the  initial  investigation  of  the  site,  one 
Wisconsinan  well  was  installed  and  sampled.  In  addition, 
the  sludge  pit  and  a  surface  water  sample  were  obtained 
for  analysis.  Trace  concentrations  of  phenolic  compounds 
and  50  mg/kg  of  lead  were  detected  in  the  surface  water 
and  sludge  samples,  respectively.  No  contaminants  were 
detected  in  the  groundwater  samples. 

Further  investigations  concluded  in  late  1987,  included 
soil  organic  vapor  (SQV)  geophysical  surveys  and  aquifer 
tests.  In  addition,  two  shallow  monitoring  wells  were 
installed  in  the  immediate  vicinity  of  the  sludge  pit. 
Surface  water  and  sediment  samples  were  collected  from  an 
Intermittent  stream  adjoining  the  site  and  along  Salt 
Fork  Creek. 

The  SOV  survey  identified  areas  to  the  sludge  pit  that 
had  elevated  organic  vapor  concentrations.  Although 
detected,  compounds  associated  with  hydrocarbons  were 
found  at  relatively  low  concentrations  in  surface  water 
and  sediment  samples  from  the  intermittent  stream  and 
Salt  Fork  Creek.  Quarterly  sampling  of  the  Wisconsin 
wells  generally  indicates  an  absence  of  contaminants  in 
the  uppermost  waterbearing  sediments. 

Future  Investigation 

The  impact  of  the  sludge  disposal  pit  on  the  underlying 
IlHnolan  aquifer  will  be  investigated  in  upcoming  work 
of  the  site.  One,  deep  Illinoian  well  will  be  installed 
and  sampled  at  the  site. 

Fire  Training  Area  1  (Inactive) 

History 

Fire  Training  Area  1  was  active  over  a  15-year  period 
beginning  in  the  early  1950s.  Old  planes  were  moved  off 
the  runway  and  used  for  training  activities.  Waste 
fuels,  paints,  solvents,  thinners,  and  other  combustibles 
were  reportedly  burned  at  this  site. 

Previous  Studies 


During  the  initial  investigation,  one,  shallow 
Wisconsinan  monitoring  well  was  installed  and  sampled. 
Trace  concentrations  of  oil  and  grease  were  detected  in 
the  well . 
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The  site  investigation  conrluried  in  late  1987  included 
SOV  and  geophysical  surveys  as  well  as  aquifer  tests  and 
exploratory  soil  borings.  In  addition,  surface  water  and 
sediment  samples  were  collected  and  shallow,  and 
Wisconsinan  wells  were  installed  and  sampled. 

The  SOV  survey  identified  two  areas  with  indications  of 
near-surface  organic  contamination.  One  of  these  areas 
was  subsequently  confirmed  through  analysis  of  the  soils 
recovered  from  the  exploratory  boreholes.  Analytical 
results  from  surface  water  samples  collected  in  Salt  Fork 
Creek  indicate  concentrations  of  organic  compounds  at  or 
near  detection  limits  and  below  federal  maximum 
contaminant  levels  (mcls).  In  contrast,  sediments  from 
Salt  Fork  Creek  do  show  significant  concentrations  of 
hydrocarbon-related  compounds.  The  source  of  these 
compounds  is  uncertain  because  prior  to  December  1987 
treated  effluent  was  discharged  immediately  upstream  of 
Fire  Training  Area  1.  Groundwater  samples  from  the 
shallow  wells  were  generally  at  or  near  the  detection 
limits  of  organic  compounds. 

Future  Investigation 

Some  confirmatory  sampling  will  be  performed  to  support  a 
risk  assessment  in  conjunction  with  the  preparation  of  a 
no-further-action  decision  document.  If  indicated, 
confirmatory  sampling  and  analysis  of  groundwater, 
surface  water,  and  sediment  will  be  undertaken. 

Fire  Training  Area  2  (Active) 

Fire  Training  Area  2  has  been  active  since  1965.  During 
the  first  15  years  of  its  operation,  waste  oils, 
solvents,  and  hydraulic  fluids  were  burned  at  the  site 
along  with  JP-4.  In  recent  years,  JP-4  has  been  used 
predominantly. 

Previous  Studies 


The  initial  Investigation  at  Fire  Training  Area  2 
included  the  installation  and  sampling  of  six,  shallow 
Wisconsinan  monitoring  wells.  Surface  water  samples  were 
also  obtained  from  a  holding  lagoon  on  site.  Three  of 
the  wells  and  the  surface  water  sampling  stations  had 
detectable  concentrations  of  volatile  organic  compounds. 

Additional  work  at  the  site  included  an  SOV  survey, 
aquifer  tests,  exploratory  borings,  surface  water  and 
sediment  sampling,  and  the  installation  of  additional 
shallow  wells. 
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The  SOV  survey  identified  a  number  of  areas  along  the 
periphery  of  the  site  with  elevated  organic  vapor  levels. 
Surface  water  and  sediment  sampling  results  showed  that 
adjoining  Salt  Fork  Creek  has  been  largely  unaffected  by 
the  activities  in  the  training  area.  Soils  recovered 
from  Fire  Training  Area  2  show  moderate  contamination  by 
hydrocarbon-related  compounds.  The  results  of 
groundwater  sampling  indicate  fair-to-moderate 
concentrations  of  organic  compounds. 

Future  Investigation 

The  impact  of  the  fire  training  activities  on  the  deeper 
Illinoian  aquifer  will  be  investigated  with  the 
Installation  and  sampling  of  an  Illinoian  aquifer 
monitoring  well.  In  addition,  the  test  pits  will  be 
excavated  and  sampled  within  the  training  area  and  the 
near-surface  sediment  of  a  collection  ditch  will  be 
sampled  for  analysis.  Existing  shallow  wells  will  also 
be  sampled  for  confirmatory  purposes. 

Underground  Storage  Tanks  and  Abandoned  Fuel  Lines 

Fifteen  abandoned  underground  storage  tanks  and  abandoned 
fuel  lines  were  Identified  in  previous  studies.  Current 
plans  are  to  remove  all  but  five  of  these  tanks  and  all 
of  the  approximately  6,950  feet  of  abandoned  pipe  in  the 
test  cell  area.  The  five  tanks  that  cannot  be  removed  at 
this  time  are  commingled  with  active  tanks  (see  Note  2, 
Table  3.4.) 

In  1987  and  1988,  eight  more  abandoned  tanks  were 
Identified  as  well  as  approximately  6,100  additional  feet 
of  abandoned  fuel  line.  These  tanks  and  the  abandoned 
fuel  line  will  also  be  removed. 

During  tank  and  pipeline  removal  work,  soils  will  be 
sampled  and  analyzed  to  verify  that  no  contaminants, 
which  might  affect  the  underlying  aquifers,  remain  in  the 
soils. 

3.8  Biological  Environment 
3.8.1  Wildlife  Resources 

The  Chanute  AF8  Fish  and  Wildlife  Management  Plan  has 
been  developed  with  the  assistance  of  the  United  States 
Department  of  Interior,  the  Illinois  Department  of 
Conservation,  the  University  of  Illinois,  and  the  U.S. 
Array  Corps  of  Engineers  Construction  Engineering  Research 
Laboratory. 
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Most  wildlife  species  that  are  still  found  In  the  area 
have  greatly  reduced  populations  (Chanute  AFB  Fish  and 
Wildlife  Management  Plan,  1984).  The  wildlife  species 
that  are  found  on  Chanute  AFB  are  listed  In  Table  3.5. 

The  actual  on-base  occurrence  of  these  animals  Is  limited 
by  available  habitat.  The  base  1s  on  the  edge  of  the 
Mississippi  flyway  for  migratory  waterfowl.  This 
location  may  lead  to  an  occasional  seasonal  appearance  of 
migrating  surface  feeding  ducks  (Anas  sp.),  geese  (Branta 
sp.),  or  swans  (Cygnus  sp.)  The  Tick  of  suitable  habitat 
for  these  species  makes  their  presence  intermittent 
during  the  migratory  seasons.  No  known  nesting  sites  for 
predatory  birds  exist  on  the  base.  Hawks  and  owls 
Inhabit  Champaign  County  but  are  not  frequently  observed 
on  the  base. 

Every  five  years,  the  Fish  and  Wildlife  Management  Plan 
is  revised  and  updated.  The  most  recent  update  was  in 
1984.  The  purpose  of  this  plan  is  to  manage  the  fish  and 
wildlife  habitat  in  a  manner  that  will  maximize  the 
public  benefit  from  the  land.  The  plan  proposes 
improvements  that  encompass  the  concepts  of  protection, 
enhancement,  alteration,  and  manipulation  of  wildlife 
habitat  to  realize  the  benefits  that  come  from  multiple 
use  and  sustained  yield  practices.  The  primary  goals  of 
this  plan  are  to  develop  a  diverse  habitat  for  non-game 
species  and  to  provide  additional  cover  for  game  species. 

The  land  and  water  resources  for  fish  and  wildlife 
management  are  shown  in  Figure  3.7  and  described  in  Table 
3.6.  The  water  resources  include  golf  course  ponds 
constructed  in  the  1950s  and  1960s.  The  base  recreation 
lake  was  added  in  the  mid-1980s.  Prior  to  1979,  records 
were  not  kept  on  the  stocking  of  fish  in  the  golf  course 
ponds.  In  1979,  the  United  States  Fish  and  Wildlife 
Service  stocked  40  Redear  Sunfish  in  the  ponds;  however, 
these  ponds  have  not  been  used  for  fishing  in  the  past 
four  years  due  to  the  hazards  posed  to  those  fishing  by 
golfing  activities.  The  Fish  and  Wildlife  Management 
Plan  does  not  propose  any  physical  improvements  to  the 
golf  course  ponds. 

No  hunting  is  permitted  on  Chanute  AFB.  Chanute  AFB  has 
issued  one  permit  a  year  for  trapping.  This  on-base 
permit  is  issued  as  a  wildlife  management  control 
measure.  Muskrat  have  been  the  most  prevalent,  but 
raccoon,  beaver,  mink,  and  red  fox  have  been  trapped  over 
the  years. 


9/28/89 


3-30 


OJOB 


TABLE  3.5 

Chanute  Air  Force  Base 
Aniaals  Found  on  Chanute  Air  Force  Base 


PFEIS 


CoMon  Naae 

Scientific  Naae 

Songbirds 

various 

Ringneck  Pheasant 

Phasianus  colchicus 

Water  Fowl 

various 

Squirrels 

Sciurus  spp. 

Cottontail  Rabbit 

Sylvilagus  virginiana 

Muskrat 

Ondatra  zibethieus 

Beaver 

Castor  canadensis 

Red  Fox 

Vulpes  fulva 

Mink 

Mustela  vion 

Raccoon 

Procyon  lotor 

Bass 

Micropterus  saltnoides 

Channel  Catfish 

Ictalurus  punctatus 

Bluegill  Sunfish 

Lepomis  macrochlrus 

Green  Sunfish 

Lepomis  cyanellus 

Redear  Sunfish 

Lepomis  microlophus 

Carp 

Cyprinus  carpio 

Source;  Chanute  AFB  Fish 

and  Wildlife  Management  Plan,  1984 
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TABLE  3.6 

Chanute  Air  Force  Base 
Fisheries  Habitat 


PFEIS 


Fisheries  Habitat 
(By  Water  Only) 

Featured  and 
Associated  Species 

Acreage 

Golf  Course  Ponds 

-  East 

Redear  Sunfish 

2.0 

-  Middle 

Redear  Sunfish 

2.0 

-  West 

Redear  Sunfish 

2.0 

Recreation  Lake 

Largemouth  Bass 

Bluegill  Sunfish 

Channel  Catfish 

20 

Wildlife  Habitat 

Wildlife  Habitat 
(By  cover  type) 

Featured  and 
AssoclatoM  Species 

Acreage 

Mixed  Forest 

Songbirds,  Squirrels 

12 

Agricultural  Land 

Ringneck  Pheasant 
Cottontail  Rabbit 

311 

Grassland/Field 

Ringneck  Pheasant 
Cottontail  Rabbit 

560 

Streams! de/ Aquatic 

Cottontail  Rabbit 

Songbi rds 

Foraging  Fish 

1.1  miles 
of  stream 

Source:  Chanute  AFB  Fish  and  Wildlife  Management,  1984 
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3.8.2  Plant  Resources 


No  natural  or  undisturbed  vegetative  associations  exist 
on  Chanute  AFB  (Landscape  Development  Plan,  1985.)  The 
vegetation  Is  composed  of  ornamental  species, 
agricultural  products,  and  some  native  grasses  and 
annuals  derived  from  the  prairie  associations  that  once 
dominated  the  area  surrounding  the  base.  The  region 
around  the  base  Is  under  Intensive  production  of  corn, 
soybeans,  wheat,  and  hay. 

Two  base  plans  are  responsible  for  the  management  of 
plant  resources.  The  Landscape  Development  Plan,  which 
has  developed  over  the  last  40  years  of  landscape 
planting,  and  the  Cropland  Management  Plan,  which 
provides  Chanute  AFB  with  agricultural  land. 

The  original  planting  concept  for  the  base  was  very 
simple.  All  streets,  walks,  and  lawns  were  shaded  with 
trees.  Hedges  and  shrubs  were  used  extensively  to 
control  and  channel  pedestrian  movement.  Foundation 
plantings  were  used  to  define  visual  Interest  and  special 
use  areas,  and  evergreens  were  used  for  screening 
purposes.  The  long-term  effect  of  the  tree  planting  has 
been  a  modification  of  the  base’s  environment.  Many  of 
the  shrubs  are  now  gone  or  are  In  poor  condition.  The 
Landscape  Development  Plan  found  that  plant  replacement 
and  maintenance  over  the  last  15  years  has  been 
Inadequate. 

The  Cropland  Management  Plan  operates  from  two 
objectives:  (1)  financial  benefits  for  the  Government 
and  the  lessor  and  (2)  maintenance  of  the  leased  land  by 
the  lessor. 

The  agricultural  leased  land  Is  found  In  the  central 
section  of  the  base  surrounding  the  runways;  It 
encompasses  approximately  311  acres.  The  leased  areas 
are  used  for  harvesting  cash  crops  (corn  and  soybeans.) 
The  soils  affect  the  maximum  yields  for  crops.  On  the 
leased  land  on  the  base,  the  maximum  yields  range  from 
129  to  160  bushels  of  corn  and  44  to  51  bushels  of 
soybeans.  As  specified  by  the  Cropland  Management  Plan, 
the  lease  has  to  follow  conservation  practices  acceptable 
to  the  United  States  Department  of  Agriculture,  Soil 
Conservation  Service.  These  practices  include  a 
corn-soybean  rotation  plan  and  tillage  methods  that 
provide  a  32  percent  ground  cover  after  planting. 
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3.8.3  Threatened,  Endangered  and  Sensitive  Species 

There  Is  no  record  of  federally  endangered  plants  or 
animals  on  base  nor  is  there  known  critical  habitat  for 
any  of  these  species  on  base.  The  only  federally  listed 
species  that  would  be  found  in  Champaign  County  is  the 
Indiana  Bat,  which  requires  a  well  developed  riparian 
habitat.  This  habitat  does  not  exist  on  base.  (U.S. 

Fish  and  Wildlife  Service,  personal  communications, 

1989.)  Only  one  state  endangered  species  of  plant  or 
animal  may  use  the  available  habitat  on  base.  The  Upland 
Sandpiper  (Bartramia  longicauda)  prefers  pastures  and 
hayfields  for  resting  during  the  months  of  April  to 
September.  No  records  of  this  species  exist  on  base 
(Illinois  Department  of  Conservation,  Natural  Heritage 
Program,  1989),  but  there  have  been  sightings  in  the 
region.  Recently,  a  nesting  pair  of  Upland  Sandpipers 
(Bartramia  longicauda)  were  sighted  approximately  five 
miles  south  of  Champaign-Urbana  (Dr.  Glenn  Sanderson, 
Illinois  Department  of  Natural  History,  personal 
communication,  1989.)  The  location  is  approximately  20 
miles  south  of  Chanute  AFB. 

The  base  has  not  had  a  formal  survey  performed  to 
determine  the  presence  of  threatened  or  endangered 
species  or  habitat  suitable  for  such  species.  The  lack 
of  suitable  habitat  makes  their  appearance  on  base 
unlikely.  A  formal  survey  is  not  required  or  indicated. 

3.9  Cultural  Resources 

3.9.1  Archaeological  Resources 

Native  American  cultural  sites  are  not  known  to  exist  on 
Chanute  AFB.  No  othei  known  prehistoric  or  historic 
archaeological  sites  exist  on  the  base.  Archaeologists 
with  the  Illinois  Historic  Preservation  Dffice  conducted 
on  archaeological  reconnaissance  survey  of  the  base  in 
May  1987  and  found  no  significant  archaeological 
resources. 

3.9.2  Historic  Resources 


Currently,  no  historic  sites  or  districts  exist  on 
Chanute  Air  Force  Base  (Bill  Callahan.  Illinois  Historic 
Preservation  Office,  personal  communication.  1989.)  The 
Illinois  State  Advisory  Council  on  Historical 
Preservation  has  recommended  that  a  program  for  inventory 
and  assessment  of  historical  resources  at  the  base  be 
initiated  during  1988  so  that  results  will  be  available 
by  1991. 
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Currently,  a  historic  site  survey  Is  underway.  The  study 
began  In  October  1988  and  should  be  completed  In  November 
1989. 

The  considered  buildings  are  concentrated  In  the  Old  Main 
Bay  area.  The  area  will  be  evaluated  as  a  historic 
district  In  addition  to  the  evaluation  of  Individual 
buildings. 

3.9.3  Visual  and  Aesthetic  Values 


Chanute  AFB  Is  located  In  a  region  dominated  by 
relatively  flat,  agricultural  land.  To  provide  a  visual 
break,  windbreaks,  and  shade,  landscaping  was  performed. 

This  landscaping  centered  on  the  original  portions  of  the 
base  now  dominated  by  mature  ash  and  elm  trees.  The 
buildings  on  base  were  built  In  a  Georglan/Traditlonal 
style.  Visually,  this  section  Is  the  most  cohesive  area 
on  the  base.  The  consistent  use  of  brick,  limestone,  and 
red  tile  architecturally  unifies  the  area.  The 
landscaping  and  consistent  architectural  style  have 
combined  to  create  a  campus-like  visual  environment. 

The  recreation  areas  on  base  provide  other  visually 
Interesting  areas.  These  areas  combine  large  spaces  with 
widely  spaced  mature  trees.  The  golf  course  and  the  new 
recreation  lake  provide  opportunities  for  bird  watching 
and  other  outdoor  activities. 

Over  the  past  few  years,  several  plans  have  been  written 
that  address  visual  aesthetics  on  Chanute  AFB.  These 
plans  are  the  Outdoor  Recreation  Plan,  the  Fish  and 
Wildlife  Plan,  the  Landscape  Development  Plan,  and  the 
Architectural  Environment  Guidelines.  Each  plan  has 
components  that  address  landscape  Issues,  such  as 
planting  appropriate  vegetation  In  sufficient  quantities. 
This  landscaping  also  provides  habitat  and  food  for 
wildlife.  The  Architectural  Environment  Guidelines 
propose  to  establish  a  base-wide  design  theme. 

3.10  Transportation 

The  closure  of  Chanute  AFB  would  require  transport  of  personnel, 
aircraft,  missiles,  and  other  supplies  and  equipment  associated 
with  course  groups  located  at  the  Technical  Training  Center  (see 
Table  3.7.)  These  courses  will  be  relocated  to  Sheppard  AFB. 
Wichita  Falls,  Texas;  Lowry  AFB.  Denver.  Colorado;  Goodfellow 
AFB,  San  Angelo,  Texas;  and  Keesler  AFB.  Biloxi.  Mississippi 
(see  Figure  3.8. ) 
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Chanute  AFB  Is  located  in  Rantoiil .  Illinois,  14  miles  north  of 
Champaign.  The  base  is  close  to  the  U.S.  Interstate  System;  it 
is  two  miles  east  of  Interstate  57  and  14  miles  north  of 
Interstate  74.  Rantoul  is  121  miles  south  of  Chicago  and  100 
miles  east  of  the  Mississippi  River.  There  are  5,960  military 
and  991  civilians  assigned  to  Chanute.  Most  of  the  military 
positions  are  filled  by  students.  The  average  daily  number  of 
students  is  3,370. 

The  relocation  will  not  include  students;  they  will  be  sent  to 
new  training  center  locations.  There  are  1,310  military  and  590 
civilian  positions  being  relocated.  In  addition,  three 
categories  of  cargo  must  be  shipped  including 
equipment/supplies,  workstations,  and  personal  property.  There 
are  2,204  tons  of  equipment/supplies,  1,425  tons  of  office 
workstations,  and  3,446  tons  of  personal  property  cargo. 

Lowry  AFB  is  located  in  Denver,  Colorado  directly  west  of 
Aurora.  Lowry  is  also  close  to  the  interstate  system;  it  is 
four  miles  south  of  Interstate  70  and  within  four  to  six  miles 
of  Interstates  25  and  225.  The  Lowry  Technical  Training 
Training  Center  will  be  gaining  320  military  and  170  civilian 
positions.  The  weight  of  equipment  and  property  associated  with 
relocating  the  vehicle  maintenance,  minuteman  missile,  and 
SCRAM/ALCM  course  groups  is  approximately  1,500  tons.  The 
highway  distance  is  980  miles  from  Chanute  AFB. 

Sheppard  AFB  is  located  in  Wichita  Falls,  Texas.  Sheppard  is 
also  served  by  the  interstate  system;  it  is  within  one  mile  of 
Interstate  44.  Sheppard  is  also  within  100  miles  of  the 
Dallas/Ft.  Worth  metropolitan  area.  The  Sheppard  Technical 
Training  Center  will  be  gaining  500  military  and  280  civilian 
positions.  The  weight  of  the  equipment  and  property  associated 
with  relocating  the  CE  Liquid  Fuels,  Jet  Engine/Test  Cells/Turbo 
Prop,  Metals  processing  and  ACE,  ACT  Systems,  FAB/Chute  Egress, 
and  Life  Support  course  groups  is  3,200  tons.  The  highway 
distance  is  790  miles  from  Chanute  AFB. 

Goodfellow  AFB  is  located  in  San  Angalo,  Texas.  Goodfellow  does 
not  have  access  to  the  interstate  system;  however,  it  is  served 
by  major  arterials  and  four-lane  divided,  limited  access 
highways.  Goodfellow  is  within  four  miles  of  U.S.  Route  277. 

It  is  also  served  by  U.S.  Routes  87  and  U.S.  Routes  67.  The 
closest  int'jrstate  is  1-20,  which  is  almost  70  miles  north  of 
the  base.  San  Angelo  is  214  miles  west  of  San  Antonio.  The 
base  is  130  wiles  north  of  the  Rio  Grande  River.  The  Goodfellow 
Technical  Training  Center  will  be  gaining  230  military  and  70 
civilian  positions.  The  weight  of  the  equipment  and  property 
associated  with  relocating  the  fuels  and  fire  course  groups  is 
1,700  tons.  The  highway  distance  is  1.050  miles  from  Chanute 
AFB. 


9/28/89 


3-39 


OJOB 


PFEIS 


Keesler  AFB  is  located  in  Biloxi.  Mississippi.  Keesler  has  good 
access  to  the  interstate  system;  it  is  one  mile  west  of 
Interstate  110  and  six  miles  south  of  Interstate  10.  Biloxi  is 
within  80  miles  of  the  Port  of  New  Orleans  and  is  directly  north 
of  the  Gulf  of  Mexico.  Mobile,  Alabama  is  50  miles  to  the  east. 
The  Keesler  Technical  Training  Center  will  be  gaining  180 
military  and  70  civilian  positions.  The  weight  of  the  equipment 
and  property  associated  with  relocating  the  weather  and  weather 
maintenance  course  groups  is  680  tons.  The  highway  distance  is 
810  miles  from  Chanute  AFB. 

3.11  Socioeconomic  Factors 


The  Village  of  Rantuol,  Illinois  is  part  of  the 
Champaign-Urbana-Rantoul  Metropolitan  Statistical  Area  (MSA), 
which  also  Includes  the  Cities  of  Champaign  and  Urbana.  The 
1987  population  estimate  for  the  Village  is  20,690,  which  is  a 
2.6  percent  Increase  from  the  1980  census  figures.  The  Village 
is  the  third  largest  municipality  with  Champaign  (59,180)  and 
Urbana  (36,892)  being  first  and  second.  The  population  estimate 
for  Champaign  County  is  172,700,  an  increase  of  2.5  percent 
since  1980.  This  indicates  a  slow  growth  of  a  relatively  stable 
population  number.  These  figures  include  approximately  3,250 
permanent  parties  and  families  living  on  Chanute  AFB  and 
approximately  4,000  students  in  training.  The  County  has  over 
64,072  households  with  an  average  household  size  of  2.3  people. 
Rantuol  has  approximately  6,198  households  with  a  higher 
household  size  of  2.8  people.  A  greater  part  of  the  total 
Rantuol  population  is  between  18  and  34  years  of  age  with  the 
median  age  being  22.  The  median  household  income  for  the  County 
is  more  than  $25,000  with  a  per  capita  income  of  $11,875. 
Rantoul’s  per  capita  income  is  slightly  lower  at  $9,600. 

The  total  civilian  employed  labor  force  is  84,125  for  Champaign 
County.  Chanute  Air  Force  Base  employs  approximately  2,397 
civilian  personnel.  The  County  had  the  lowest  unemployment  rate 
of  all  the  Illinois  metropolitan  areas  in  1987  and  1988.  The 
average  number  of  employed  people  in  the  Champaign  County  labor 
force  increased  in  1988  to  84,118  adding  1,019  new  jobs  over  the 
1987  average.  The  annual  unemployment  rate  is  4.2  percent  for 
the  County  and  approximately  five  percent  for  Rantuol.  Changes 
in  1988  employment  by  industry  compared  to  1980  showed  the 
private  and  public  sectors  added  jobs.  The  most  dramatic 
changes  occurred  in  professional  services,  which  increased  46 
percent. 

Industrial  expansion  has  been  a  goal  of  the  Rantoul  Community 
for  the  past  20  years.  During  this  period,  seven  major  plants 
have  settled  in  the  community  employing  approximately  2.000 
people.  These  plants  produce  diverse  products  such  as  wooden 
doors  and  windows,  motorcycle  helmets,  automobile  dashboards, 
electronic  components,  and  other  auto-related  components. 
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4.  ENVIRONMENTAL  CONSEQUENCES 
4.0  General  Inforeatlon 


The  Air  Force  Is  aware  of  Us  legal  and  regulatory 
responsibilities  and  will  conduct  closure  In  accordance  with  all 
applicable  Federal  and  State  Requirements.  The  withdrawal  and 
closure  will  provide  generally  positive  Impacts  on  the 
biological  and  human  environment  of  Chanute  AFB.  The  Impacts  to 
these  environments  will  result  from  the  removal  of  equipment  and 
base  personnel.  The  following  sections  describe  the  biophysical 
Impacts  of  the  closure  of  Chanute  AFB. 

4,1  Project  Area 

4.1.1  Cileate 

The  closure  of  Chanute  AFB  will  have  no  Impact  on  the 
local  climate. 

4.1.2  Topography 

The  closure  of  Chanute  AFB  will  have  no  Impact  on  the 
topography  of  the  base. 

4.1.3  Zoning  and  Political  Boundaries 

Chanute  AFB  Is  within  the  corporate  limits  of  the  Village 
of  Rantoul  and  has  a  zoning  ordinance  designation  of  G-1. 
The  closure  of  the  base  will  not  change  any  current 
political  boundaries,  but  could  eventually  result  In  a 
zoning  change  for  this  area.  The  current  zoning 
(designated  government,  G-1)  provides  for  unrestricted 
use  of  the  property  and  prohibits  any  restrictions  on  the 
type  of  building  construction  on  base.  The  closure  of 
the  base  and  possible  future  rezoning  could  allow  the 
Village  of  Rantoul  to  regulate  future  land  use  on  the 
base. 

Chappan  Court 

This  housing  area  will  be  disposed  also.  Because  the  Air 
Force  has  discontinued  maintenance  in  this  housing  annex, 
the  development  has  deteriorated.  The  condition  of  the 
annex  will  continue  to  worsen  as  a  result  of  the  closure 
process.  To  prevent  non-recoverable  deterioration,  a 
minimal  maintenance  program  has  been  instituted. 
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4.2  Physical  Envlroiwent 

4.2.1  Geology  and  Minerals 

The  geology  and  mineral  resources  on  the  base  will  be 
insignificantly  affected.  Local  sand  and  gravel  mining 
will  be  affected  by  the  closure. 

4.2.2  Paleontology 

The  closure  of  Chanute  AFB  will  have  no  Impact  on  the 
paleontology  deposits  beneath  the  base. 

4.2.3  Soils 

The  development  of  Chanute  AFB  has  generally  followed  the 
development  potential  of  the  soils  on  the  base. 
Construction  techniques  now  allow  development  on  soils 
that  were  not  previously  considered  well-suited  for 
development.  This  may  have  an  Impact  on  the  future 
development  of  the  base.  Closure  of  the  base  should  have 
some  positive  Impacts  on  the  base  soils,  because 
training,  maintenance,  or  new  construction  for  new 
military  missions  will  no  longer  be  a  concern.  The 
elimination  of  new  construction  will  prevent  grading  or 
excavating  for  base  needs,  allowing  the  soil  to  retain 
Its  natural  profile.  The  elimination  of  construction  by 
the  military  will  also  reduce  the  amount  of  soil  erosion. 
Areas  of  prime  farmland  are  currently  being  used  for 
agricultural  purposes  as  part  of  the  base’s  outlease 
program.  These  areas  may  still  be  available  for 
agricultural  purposes  depending  on  the  future  uses  of  the 
base.  The  risks  of  soil  contamination  by  spills  or 
unintended  releases  of  hazardous  materials  due  to 
military  operations  would  be  eliminated. 

4.3  Noise  Factors 

When  flights  were  discontinued  and  the  runways  were  closed  In 
the  early  1970s,  the  most  significant  producer  of  noise  was 
eliminated  from  the  base.  Since  that  time,  the  noise  Impacts 
have  been  the  result  of  normal  base  operations  and  the  movement 
of  traffic. 

Due  to  reductions  in  traffic  and  the  elimination  of  construction 
and  base  operations,  the  noise  levels  will  decrease  when  the 
base  is  closed.  During  the  movement  of  equipment,  supplies,  and 
personnel,  the  amount  of  traffic  noise  will  increase 
Insignificantly.  This  insignificant  increase  would  be  offset  by 
reduced  numbers  of  personnel  and  traffic  on  the  base. 
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4.4  A1r  Quality 

The  Chanute-Rantoul  community  is  within  the  Illinois 
Environmental  Protection  Agency’s,  East  Central  Illinois 
Intrastate  Air  Quality  Control  Region.  This  region  enjoys 
generally  good  air  quality.  The  only  standard  exceeded  by  the 
air  quality  region  was  for  total  suspended  particulates  (TSP)  on 
one  occasion  in  1987  (Illinois  EPA,  Division  of  Air  Pollution 
Control,  1988.)  Even  though  air  quality  standards  for  TSPs  were 
exceeded  once,  this  did  not  constitute  a  violation  since  the 
short-term  standards  are  values  that  are  not  to  be  exceeded  once 
per  year.  The  base  closure  will  significantly  reduce  the  number 
of  motor  vehicles  in  the  Chanute-Rantoul  community  resulting  in 
lower  automobile  emissions.  The  existing  steam  generating  plant 
will  be  operated  at  a  reduced  level,  and  the  pathological 
incinerator  at  the  hospital  will  be  shut  down.  The  particulate 
pollution  will  be  decreased  by  reducing  the  emission  sources 
mentioned  above;  however,  due  to  the  intensity  of  agricultural 
land  use  in  the  area,  particulates  could  still  be  a  source  of 
pollution. 

The  reductions  of  air  pollutant  emissions  are  not  expected  to 
result  in  significant  changes  in  local  air  quality.  As  shown  in 
Table  3.3,  the  estimated  emissions  from  the  base  are  only  a 
small  portion  of  the  total  emissions  for  Champaign  County. 

4.5  Water  Resources 

4.5.1  Groundwater  Resources 

The  base  receives  its  water  from  nine  deep  wells  drilled 
into  the  Kansan  aquifer.  The  closure  will  decrease  the 
demand  for  drinking  water.  This  decrease  will  have  a 
subsequent  decrease  in  the  amount  of  water  pumped  from 
the  ground.  The  closure  of  the  base  will  preclude  new 
construction  for  military  operations.  Therefore,  the 
impervious  surface  on  the  base  will  not  increase.  This 
will  have  a  positive  impact  on  the  upper  aquifer  because 
the  base  is  within  the  recharge  area  for  the  Wisconsinan 
aquifer.  The  maintenance  of  the  base’s  vegetation  will 
decrease,  resulting  in  less  surface  water  runoff.  Also, 
the  water  will  percolate  more  readily  into  the  ground. 

The  closure  of  the  base  will  eliminate  the  risk  of 
inadvertent  releases  or  spills  of  hazardous  materials  due 
to  training  and  base  operations.  At  Chanute  AFB.  the  IRP 
is  currently  in  the  Remedial  Investigation/Feasibility 
Study  phase,  the  phase  in  which  problems  are  quantified 
and  their  extent  and  seriousness  studied.  As  the  IRP 
progresses,  the  program  will  reach  the  Remedial  Action 
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(RA)  phase.  Prior  to  this,  the  proper  groundwater 
mitigation  measures  will  be  determined. 

4.5.2  Surface  Waters 


Surface  waters  on  Chanute  AFB  are  relatively  scarce.  The 
three  golf  course  ponds  total  six  acres  In  surface  size, 
and  the  recreation  lake  Is  approximately  20  acres.  Until 
the  property  Is  transferred  to  civilian  hands,  the  Air 
Force  will  maintain  the  lake  level  as  needed  by  pumping 
groundwater. 

Salt  Fork  Creek  would  receive  a  positive  Impact  from  the 
closure  of  the  base.  The  creek  will  not  be  contaminated 
due  to  hazardous  material  spills.  The  reduction  of  motor 
vehicles  on  the  base  will  result  In  less  pollutants 
running  off  the  parking  lots  and  roads.  There  will  be 
less  surface  runo.'*'  from  construction  areas  and  the  base 
In  general.  The  reduced  surface  water  drainage  should 
result  In  less  slltatlon  of  Salt  Fork  Creek. 

4.6  Waste  Hanagement 


4.6.1  Solid  Waste 

The  closure  of  .Chanute  AFB  will  result  In  a  beneficial 
Impact  to  the  Village  of  Rantoul  landfill.  The  reduction 
In  the  amount  of  waste  from  the  base  should  give  the 
landfill  a  longer  life  span.  The  waste  generated  by  the 
closure  will  not  provide  a  significant  Increase  In  solid 
waste  because  of  the  total  base  reduction. 

4.6.2  Hazardous  Waste  Storage  Facility 

All  the  waste  stored  in  the  facility  will  be  properly 
disposed  of  and  all  residual  contamination  will  be 
remediated  in  accordance  with  an  EPA  approved  closure 
plan.  Sampling  will  occur  at  the  hazardous  waste 
accumulation  points  as  well  as  an  assessment  of  whether 
a  history  of  spills  has  occurred  at  any  of  these 
accumulation  points. 

4.6.3  Wastewater  Treatment 

The  closure  of  Chanute  AFB  will  result  in  less  wastewater 
flow  into  Rantoul ’s  wastewater  treatment  plant.  This 
reduced  flow  will  have  an  effect  on  Rantoul ’s  wastewater 
treatment  plant. 
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The  closure  of  Chanute  wHI  result  in  the  loss  of 
approximately  50  percent  of  the  average  dally  flow  to  the 
treatment  facility.  This  loss  of  flow  will  greatly 
affect  the  following  areas;  1)  three  in-plant  pumping 
facilities,  2)  all  clarifiers  and  packed  tower  reactors, 
3)  all  pressure  and  gravity  piping  systems,  4)  sludge 
handling  facilities,  and  5)  plant  O&M  staff  (Mike  Little, 
Sodemann  and  Associates,  Inc.,  1989.)  Preliminary 
information  shows  impacts  as  follows: 

1.  In-Plant  Pumping  Facilities 

Three  in-plant  pumping  stations  are  in  operation. 
With  a  50  percent  reduction  in  flow  rate  to  these 
facilities,  two  major  problems  will  arise.  The 
first  problem  is  due  to  excessive  cycling  of  the  30 
to  125  horsepower  motors  driving  these  pumps. 
Excessive  cycling  will  result  in  heat  build-up  in 
the  motor  and  controls  resulting  in  motor  failure. 
The  larger  motors  will  not  function  properly  and 
will  need  to  be  replaced  with  small  pumps  and  motors 
sized  for  the  reduced  flow  rates  to  be  expected. 

The  second  problem  involves  the  doubled  detention 
time  in  each  pump  station  wet  well.  At  reduced  flow 
rates,  these  detention  times  will  exceed  EPA 
standards  and  will  result  in  a  deterioration  of 
wastewater  quality  and  potential  hazardous 
conditions  for  the  treatment  facility. 

2.  Clarifiers  and  Packed  Towers 


The  treatment  plant  consists  of  three  stages  of 
clarification  and  two  stages  of  packed  tower 
biological  reactors.  At  the  reduced  flow  rates  it 
will  be  necessary  to  remove  units  from  service  to 
maintain  proper  loading  rates  on  the  remaining 
units.  It  is  unknown  how  this  can  be  accomplished 
to  prevent  long-term  degradation  of  the  structures 
and  the  equipment /media  therein.  At  this  point,  it 
would  appear  that  the  cost  to  take  these  units  out 
of  service,  in  a  manner  that  will  not  allow 
degradation,  will  be  equal  to  the  continued  cost  to 
operate  and  maintain  them. 

3.  Pressure  and  Gravity  Piping  Systems 

Reduced  flow  rates  through  the  facility  will  result 
in  additional  maintenance  problems  associated  with 
low  flow  velocities  in  all  piping  systems.  It  is 
uncertain  at  this  timp  what  the  overall  effect  will 
be,  but  it  is  certain  that  pipe  fouling  and  plugging 
problems  will  arise  when  the  flows  are  reduced. 
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4.  Sludge  Handling  Facilities 

The  treatment  plant  uses  an  anaerobic  digester  and 
raw  sludge  handling  facilities  with  drying  by  belt 
filter  presses.  The  reduced  solids  loading  to  the 
digester  will  either  make  it  inoperable  or  too 
expensive  to  run  due  to  reduced  gas  production.  In 
either  case,  it  will  force  all  sludge  handling  to 
the  raw  sludge  facilities,  which  will  result  in  a 
higher  cost  per  thousand  gallons  of  sewage  treated, 
since  no  solids  will  be  reduced  through  the 
digester. 

5.  Plant  O&M  Staff 

The  reduction  in  flows  will  not  result  in  a 
proportionate  reduction  in  personnel.  The  facility 
is  already  at  minimum  staffing  levels  acceptable  to 
the  Illinois  EPA  and  minimum  numbers  of  operators  to 
man  a  two-shift,  seven-day-per-week  operation.  Ifi 
addition,  all  stages  of  treatment  will  remain, 
although  the  number  of  units  in  operation  in  seme 
stages  may  be  reduced.  The  current  maintenance 
staff  is  marginally  adequate  for  the  present 
operation  and  could  only  be  reduced  minimally,  if  at 
all,  in  the  event  of  the  loss  of  Chanute’s  flows. 

Chanute  may  not  maintain  the  connection  to  the 
municipal  wastewater  treatment  plant  to  accommodate 
the  infiltration/inflow  (I/I).  The  I/I  is 
approximately  25  percent  of  the  total  flow.  The  I/I 
is  stormwater  that  enters  the  sewage  system  through 
leaks,  cracks,  manholes,  or  malfunctioning  seals. 

If  the  connection  to  wastewater  treatment  plant  is 
not  maintained,  flooding  may  occur  in  basements  and 
lowlying  areas.  One  alternative  to  maintaining  the 
connection  would  be  to  flush  the  lines  and  shunt  any 
I/I  into  Salt  Fork  Creek.  The  base  will  use 
existing  piping  to  discharge  into  Salt  Fork  Creek. 

In  summary,  the  loss  of  flow  from  Chanute  will 
result  in  numerous  operating  problems,  some 
requiring  capital  improvements  to  correct.  It  will 
also  result  in  a  45  to  50  percent  loss  in  revenue 
with  almost  no  drop  in  operation  and  maintenance 
expenses. 
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4.6.4  Polychlorinated  Biphenyls  (PCB) 

In  October  1989,  a  survey  will  be  conducted  to  test  for 
PCB  concentrations.  Current  Air  Training  Command  plans 
call  for  Chanute  AFB  to  be  free  of  PCB  prior  to  transfer 
of  the  property. 

4.6.5  Asbestos 

The  extent  of  asbestos  on  Chanute  is  not  currently  known. 
The  asbestos  survey  planned  for  1990  will  be  completed 
before  di'-posal  of  the  base.  Because  the  extent  of 
asbestos  is  not  known,  the  impacts  from  base  closure  will 
depend  on  the  extent  and  condition  of  the  asbestos 
Identified. 

4.6.6  Underground  Storage  Tanks 

The  Air  Force  will  closely  coordinate  the  disposition  of 
USTs  with  the  Illinois  State  Fire  Marshal  and  EPA,  Region 
V. 

4.6.7  Other 

Oil /Water  Separators 

The  oil /water  separators  will  either  be  disposed  of  or 
decontaminated  depending  on  base  reuse.  The  separators 
and  resulting  sludges  will  need  to  be  disposed  of  if 
there  is  no  further  need  for  them.  Decontamination  will 
include  pumping  all  compartments  of  the  separator  and 
removing  oils,  volatiles,  and  aqueous  and  sludge  layers, 
including  sand  and  grit. 

Above-Ground  Bulk  Storage  Tanks 

These  tanks  will  be  drained  and  purged  of  flammable  gases 
to  minimize  the  risk  of  accidental  ignition  or  explosion. 
The  final  disposition  of  these  tanks  will  be  determined 
when  the  base  ownership  is  transferred. 

Radon 

The  Air  Force  will  disclose  results  of  all  radon  testing 
including  radon  levels  in  housing  units. 

4.7  Installation  Restoration  Program 

The  closure  of  Chanute  AFB  will  prevent  new  hazardous  waste 
sites  from  being  generated  by  the  military  in  the  short-  or 
long-term.  The  elimination  of  hazardous  substances  releases 
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will  have  a  positive  impact  on  the  biological  and  physical 
environment  on  the  base.  The  impact  of  hazardous  substances 
releases  will  probably  not  be  short-term.  The  sites  under 
investigation  could  be  restricted  from  future  development  until 
any  necessary  remedial  actions  are  completed. 

The  Installation  Restoration  Program  (IRP)  would  not  be  affected 
by  implementation  of  closure.  The  IRP  is  independent  of  the 
base  closure  process,  and  will  continue,  as  needed,  after  the 
military  mission  has  been  terminated.  Through  this  program,  the 
United  States  Air  Force  is  committed  to  thoroughly  investigate 
and  remediate  contaminated  sites  as  needed.  The  Air  Force,  EPA, 
Region  V,  and  the  State  of  Illinois  will  be  involved  in 
decisions  on  the  clean-up  of  contaminated  sites. 

4.8  Biological  Environment 

The  withdrawal  of  military  personnel  and  closure  of  the  base 
generally  will  have  positive  impacts  on  the  biological 
environment.  Because  of  the  decreased  amount  of  maintenance  and 
military  operations,  the  base  may  provide  a  better  habitat  for 
plant  and  animal  species.  The  animals  common  to  Chanute  AFB 
(Table  3.5)  are  ordinarily  found  in  the  type  of  environment  that 
exists  on  the  base.  With  the  elimination  of  base  operations, 
their  habitat  may  increase  in  quality  and  size.  These  increases 
in  habitat  quality  and  size  may  be  tempered  if  the 
recommendations  of  the  Fish  and  Wildlife  Management  Plan  are  not 
carried  out  before  closure  of  the  base.  The  tree  planting  and 
landscaping  around  the  recreation  lake  are  especially  important 
to  habitat  development. 

No  threatened  or  endangered  plant  or  animal  species  will  be 
negatively  affected  by  the  base  closure. 

4.9  Cultural  Resources 


Native  American  sites  or  other  prehistoric  or  historic 
archaeological  will  not  be  negatively  affected  as  a  result  of 
base  closure. 

No  prehistoric  or  historic  archaeological  sites  will  be  affected 
by  the  base  closure. 

Currently,  no  sites  or  districts  on  Chanute  AFB  are  listed  on 
the  National  Register  of  Historic  Places.  Some  buildings  in  the 
Old  Main  base  area  may  be  listed  when  they  are  50  years  old 
(1991.)  The  base  closure  should  not  have  significant  adverse 
Impacts  on  any  possible  sites  (districts)  since  the  Air  Force  is 
committed  to  continual  base  maintenance  until  ownership  of  the 
base  is  transferred. 
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After  closure,  the  base  will  be  maintained  at  a  level  sufficient 
to  prevent  deterioration  of  property.  The  grounds  probably 
would  not  be  maintained  at  the  present  level;  however,  because 
base  maintenance  will  continue,  no  significant  adverse  effects 
to  visual  and  aesthetic  values  are  anticipated. 

4.10  Transportation  Impacts 

None  of  the  transportation  modes  used  to  relocate  the  designated 
course  groups  will  cause  negative  impacts. 

The  urban  area  of  Champaign-Urbana-Rantoul ,  Illinois  has  a  daily 
commute  time  (journey-to-work  trip)  of  34  minutes.  According  to 
the  1988  edition  of  Places  Rated  Almanac,  the  freeway  traffic  is 
considered  to  be  a  moderate  flow  during  peak  conditions.  It  has 
been  determined  that  the  local  highway  network  will  absorb  any 
increase  in  truck  traffic  as  a  result  of  the  base  closure  and 
will  not  experience  adverse  travel  impacts  during  peak  or 
non-peak  periods.  Similarly,  current  scheduling  parameters 
offset  any  adverse  impacts  of  relocating  the  course  groups 
through  the  use  of  either  of  the  modes  in  the  local  area  of 
Rantoul,  Illinois. 

The  shorter  period  of  time  for  movement  of  each  course  move  will 
not  cause  adverse  impacts  to  the  local  road  network.  The 
increase  in  truck  traffic  will  be  offset  by  a  reduced  number  of 
vehicles  on  and  off  base.  Scheduling  truck  and/or  rail 
movements  to  and  from  the  base  during  the  non-peak  traffic  hours 
would  also  prevent  impacts. 

4.11  SocloeconoMic  Factors 


An  EIS  is  required  to  discuss  socioeconomic  effects  only  when 
such  effects  are  interrelated  with  natural  or  physical  effects. 
During  preparation  of  this  EIS,  the  Air  Force  considered  whether 
any  indirect  biophysical  effects  could  be  attributed  to 
socioeconomic  impacts.  Except  in  the  case  of  the  Village  of 
Rantoul  Wastewater  Treatment  Plant,  no  such  effects  or 
interrelationships  were  found.  Therefore,  it  was  not  necessary 
for  the  completeness  of  the  environmental  analysis  to  forecast 
socioeconomic  consequences,  and  this  EIS  does  not  attempt  to  do 
so. 

However,  the  Air  Force  is  sensitive  to  the  community  upheaval 
caused  by  closing  a  major  employer  like  an  Air  Force  base. 
Therefore,  the  Air  Force  is  working  with  the  Office  of  Economic 
Adjustment  (OEA)  to  assist  those  communities  expected  to  be 
hardest  hit  as  a  result  of  base  closure. 
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Also,  a  second  EIS  will  be  prepared  to  cover  the  Air  Force's 
proposed  final  disposition  of  the  base  property  including 
community  reuse.  A  study  will  be  conducted  to  examine  the 
overall  effects  on  socioeconomic  factors.  This  study  will  be 
included  in  the  second  EIS.  For  example,  this  study  will 
include  anticipated  loss  of  tax  revenues,  housing  and  school 
impacts,  and  the  loss  of  employment  from  base  closure  as  if 
there  were  no  positive  benefits  from  reuse.  These  elements  will 
then  be  compared  to  the  gains  expected  as  a  result  of  the  reuse 
options  for  the  base.  The  positive  and  negative  impacts  will  be 
discussed  in  the  second  EIS  to  help  the  Air  Force  in  its 
decision  making  with  respect  to  disposal  and  reuse.  Such 
analysis  will  be  less  speculative  than  it  would  be  if  were  it 
undertaken  today,  since  an  important  component,  development 
reuse  options  including  a  community  reuse  plan,  will  then  be 
available. 

The  Office  of  Economic  Adjustment  (OEA),  located  in  the  Office 
of  the  Assistant  Secretary  of  Defense,  provides  the  chief  staff 
arm  for  the  President’s  Economic  Adjustment  Committee  (EAC.) 

The  EAC  consists  of  the  federal  department  and  agency  heads  and 
was  established  under  Executive  Order  12049  on  March  27,  1978, 
to  bring  to  bear  the  resources  of  various  federal  agencies  in 
assisting  communities  affected  by  base  closures. 

One  of  OEA’s  activities  is  to  assist  these  communities  to 
develop  and  implement  a  comprehensive  economic  recovery  program. 
The  EAC  then  affords  priority  assistance  to  community  requests 
for  federal  technical  assistance,  financial  resources,  excess  or 
surplus  property,  or  other  requirements  that  are  part  of  this 
program. 

Economic  adjustment  programs  have  been  initiated  in  the 
communities  affected  by  the  Commission  on  Base  Realignments  and 
Closures.  Where  required,  OEA  is  providing  impact  planning 
grants  for  community  base  reuse  plans. 

4-12  Relationship  Between  Short-Term  Uses  and  Long-Term  Productivity 
of  the  Environment 


The  closure  of  Chanute  AFB  was  recommended  by  the  Secretary  of 
Defense’s  Commission  on  Base  Realignment  and  Closure.  The 
closure  of  the  base  would  discontinue  all  current  military  uses 
of  the  base.  After  closure,  the  risk  of  accidental  hazardous 
material  spills  or  releases  due  to  the  military  will  no  longer 
be  present. 
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The  sites  currently  under  investigation  will  preclude 
development  in  those  areas  until  they  have  been  fully 
investigated  and  the  threat  to  life  is  determined  as 
insignificant  or  the  necessary  cleanup  is  completed. 

The  long  term  socioeconomic  productivity  for  the  Village  of 
Rantoul  is  not  discussed  in  this  document.  A  second  EIS  will  be 
prepared  to  cover  the  Air  Force’s  proposed  final  disposition  of 
the  base  property,  including  community  reuse.  A  study  will  be 
conducted  to  examine  the  overall  effects  on  socioeconomic 
factors.  This  study  will  be  included  in  the  second  EIS. 

The  general  impacts  to  the  environment  will  be  beneficial  in  the 
short-term.  The  long-term  impacts  are  unknown  because  the 
future  uses  of  the  base  have  not  been  determined. 

4.13  Irreversible  or  Irretrievable  Commitments  of  Resources 


Due  to  the  transportation  requirements  of  the  closure  action, 
the  energy  usage  will  temporarily  increase.  Other  minor 
resources  that  would  be  irretrievably  committed  are  landfill 
capacity  and  resources  used  to  manufacture  packing  materials. 

No  demolition  of  activities  is  planned  due  to  the  closure  of  the 
base.  Therefore,  irreversible  and  irretrievable  commitments  of 
resources  will  be  minor. 
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5.  AGENCIES  CONTACTED 

1.  Champaign  County  -  Zoning  Administrator  -  Ty  Clapper 

2.  Chanutc  Air  Force  Base  -  Major  Dave  Wittnebert 

Bob  Hannah,  3330  ABG/DEE,  Chief  of 
Engineering 

John  Hinton,  3330  ABG/DEE. 

Environmental  Coordinator 

3.  Headquarters,  Air  Training  Command,  Randolph  Air 

Force  Base,  Texas.-  Catherine  Hitchins 

4.  Illinois  State  Natural  History  Survey 

Division  -  Head,  Wildlife  Research  Section,  Dr.  Glen  Sanderson 

5.  Illinois  Historic  Preservation  Office  -  Anne  M.  Haaker,  Coordinator 

Resource  Protection  Services 

6.  Illinois  Department  of  Conservation  - 

Natural  Heritage  Division  -  John  Buhnerkempe  -  Data  Coordinator 

7.  Illinois  Environmental  Protection  Agency  - 

Air  Quality  Analysis  -  Supervisor,  Bob  Swinford 
Division  of  Water  Pollution  Control  -  Manager,  Compliance 

Assurance  -  Kenneth  R. 

Rogers 

Division  of  Public  Water  Supplies  -  Manager,  Administrative 

Dperations  -  Richard  D. 

Coffman 

8.  Sodemann  and  Associates,  Inc.  -  Mike  Little 

9.  United  States  Fish  and  Wildlife  Service  -  Fish  and  Wildlife  Biologist 

-  Bill  Harrison 
-  Fish  and  Wildlife 
Biologist  -  Jerry  Vade 

10.  Village  of  Rantoul  -  John  Reale  -  Superintendent  of  Water  and 

Wastewater  Departments 
Mayor  Podagrosi 

Frank  Elliott  -  Consultant  for  Economic 
Development 
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List  of  Preparers 


United  States  Air  Force 


Catherine  Hitchins,  B.S.  Civil  Engineering  -  3  years  In  Environmental 
Engineering  -  Headquarters,  Air  Training  Command 

United  States  Army  Corps  of  Engineers,  Louisvme  District 

William  R.  Haynes,  M.A.  English  -  11  years  Environmental  Protection 
Specialist 

Wool pert  Consultants 


Mark  Lawner,  PCP,  AICP,  Project  Principal  -  M.S.  City  and  Regional  Planning 

-  25  years  in  environmental  and  city/regional  planning. 

Fred  Zeldman,  AICP,  Director  of  Planning  ~  MUP  (Master  of  Urban  Planning)  - 
15  years  In  city/regional  and  environmental  planning. 

Warren  C.  High,  Biologist/Project  Manager  -  B.S.  Fisheries  and  Wildlife 
Biology  -  9  years  In  environmental  biology  and  Impact  assessment. 

Dave  Cornell,  P.E.,  M.S.  Civil  Engineering  -  30  years  In  environmental 
program  management  and  administration. 

Mark  Ray,  Biologist  -  M.S.  Environmental  Science  -  7  years  In  applied 
ecology  and  environmental  Impact  analysis. 

Sue  Hiller,  Environmental  Planner  -  M.S.  Soil,  Water,  and  Engineering  -  8 
years  In  soil  science,  environmental  planning,  and  archaeology. 

A.  Carlos  Landaburu,  Environmental  Scientist,  PH.D.  -  14  years  In 
environmental  Impact  analysis 

Robert  Flood,  Aquatic  Biologist,  B.S.  Biology  -  3  years  In  preparation  of 
aquatic  baseline  studies  and  environmental  Impact  analyses. 

Stephen  P.  Phipps,  Geologist/environmental  scientist,  B.S.  Geology  -  4 
years  geologic  mapping  and  computer  modeling. 

David  Hafley,  AICP,  Senior  Planner  -  Master  of  Urban  and  Regional  Planning 

-  10  years  in  land  use  and  environmental  planning. 

Mark  S.  Cundiff,  Environmental /Land  Use  Planner,  M.A.  Community  Development 
and  Planning  -  6  years  In  land  use  and  environmental  planning. 
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List  of  Preparers  (Continued) 


William  Wilbert,  Senior  Landscape  Architect/Environmental  Planner,  B.L.A. 
Landscape  Architecture  -  12  years  In  site  analyses  and  Impact 
assessments. 

Will  C.  Ballard,  Environmental  Planner,  Master  of  Urban  Planning  -  2  years 
land  use  and  environmental  planning. 

Howard  Wlenerman,  Environmental  Scientist,  B.S.  Science  Administration  and 
Biology  -  10  years  In  environmental  sampling  and  analysis. 

Sharon  Rozler,  Land  Use  Planner,  B.S.  Urban  Planning  -  5  year  Socioeconomic 
Analysis. 

Charles  Everett,  Transportation  Planner,  B.S.  Urban  Studies  -  5  years 
Transportation  Planning. 
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Assuiptlons  for  Closure  lwp1e«entat1on 

This  sections  explains  the  assumptions  used  to  quantify  the  transportation 
Impacts  of  the  Chanute  AFB  closure  and  resource  relocation.  The  results 
presented  were  derived  for  Impact  assessment  purposes  and  may  not 
accurately  reflect  actual  closure  plans.  The  potential  environmental 
Impacts  of  Implementing  the  closure  are  defined  by  the  quantities  and  types 
of  materials  being  transported  and  by  the  mode  of  transportation.  For  this 
purpose,  quantities  of  weight  have  been  associated  with  personnel  being 
relocated,  equipment,  and  supplies.  All  of  the  applicable  modes  of  freight 
transportation  have  been  shown  to  relate  the  utility  or  disutility  of  each 
mode  for  providing  long-haul  transport  services.  It  Is  assumed  that  each 
of  the  modes;  truck,  train,  plane,  and  barge  or  a  combination  of  these 
modes  will  be  considered.  Pipeline  was  excluded  due  to  the  lack  of 
adequate  pipeline  network.  For  this  purpose,  the  following  quantities  of 
personnel  and  equipment  have  been  determined. 

The  total  working  force,  military  and  civilian,  at  Chanute  Is  approximately 
5,950.  However,  the  number  of  people  Involved  In  the  relocation  Is  1,900. 
This  number  has  been  estimated  based  on  the  3,370  average  dally  students 
who  will  no  longer  go  to  Chanute  for  training.  Approximately  50  percent  of 
the  current  civilian  employees  and  the  military  training  personnel  are 

associated  with  the  course  groups. 

• 

It  Is  assumed  that  each  workstation  contains  an  average  of  1,500  pounds  t>f 
equipment  (Mather  AFB  1988)  and  that  each  employee  represents  a 
workstation.  Thus,  It  Is  estimated  that  In  addition  to  the  2,204  tons  of 
course  group  equipment,  1,425  tons  of  office  workstation  equipment  will  be 
moved. 

It  was  also  assumed  that  64  percent  of  military  and  39  percent  of  civilian 
employees  are  single  (BCP  79.)  Single  personnel  were  assumed  to  occupy 
three  rooms  and  personnel  with  dependents  five  rooms.  Rooms  were 
calculated  as  containing  1,000  1b.  (Mather  AFB.)  Therefore,  the  amount  of 
personal  property  weight  Is  3,446  tons. 

The  combination  of  equipment,  workstations,  and  personal  property  brings 
the  total  weight  of  materials  to  be  moved  to  approximately  7,075  tons. 

It  is  assumed  that  838  military  and  220  single  civilian  employees  will  be 
flown  via  commercial  air  to  their  respective  bases.  The  other  472  military 
and  361  civilian  employees  and  families  will  be  flown  via  commercial  air  or 
use  their  privately  owned  vehicles  to  reach  their  destinations. 
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other  sources  of  Information  were: 

"USAF  Almanac  Portrait  of  the  Air  Force"  Air  Force  Magazine  May,  1989,  Air 
Force  Association. 

"Freight  Data  Requirements  for  Statewide  Transportation  Systems  Planning" 
NCHRP  Report  177,  1977,  Transportation  Research  Board. 

Intermodal  Freight  Transportation  1985,  Eno  Foundation  for  Transportation. 

Transportation  America’s  Lifeline  1987,  Information  Aids,  Inc. 
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Highways 

The  national  system  of  Interstate  and  Defense  Highways  1s  over  96  percent 
complete  with  only  one  percent  of  the  proposed  work  not  begun.  Much  of  the 
remaining  work  consists  of  urban  arterlals,  which  are  extremely  expensive 
because  of  the  cost  of  land  acquisition.  In  1985,  trucks  accounted  for  26 
percent  of  the  vehicle  miles  traveled  on  Interstate  highways.  Trucks 
carrying  freight  accounted  for  24.8  percent.  This  Includes  600,000 
ton-miles  of  cargo.  The  motor  carrier  was  the  second  highest  cargo  mode  of 
transport. 

Ran 

The  American  Railroad  system  Is  almost  completely  occupied  with  freight 
traffic.  Of  the  $27,586  billion  In  1985  operating  revenues,  $26,688 
billion  (97  percent)  was  generated  by  freight  operations.  The  rails 
accounted  for  37.2  percent  of  Intercity  freight  traffic  and  898,000 
ton-miles  of  cargo.  The  train  was  the  primary  cargo  carrier. 

Air 

All  air  freight  shipments  can  be  considered  Intermodal  because  a  truck  Is 
used  for  origln/destlnation  to  and  from  the  terminal  access  and  egress.  No 
direct  pick-up  or  delivery  occurs  between  the  airplane  and  the  shippers 
location.  Also,  In  a  longhaul  air-surface  move,  the  shipper  gets  the 
benefit  of  airspeed  for  a  portion  of  the  routing  and  lower  surface  rates 
for  the  other  portion.  Generally,  air-freight  shipment  Is  the  most 
expensive.  Commercial  freight  carriers  moved  only  three  percent  of  the 
freight  In  1985. 

Waterway 

In  1985,  water  transport  moved  over  13  percent  of  all  freight  In  the  United 
States.  This  figure  compares  with  37  percent  of  the  freight  that  Is 
transported  by  rail,  25  percent  that  Is  transported  by  truck,  and  23 
percent  that  Is  transported  by  pipeline.  Although  water  represents  only  a 
small  percentage.  It  Is  still  a  significant  mode  of  transportation.  Water 
shipment  Is  limited  by  the  location  of  the  waterways  and  the  cities  that 
border  the  rivers  and  oceans.  Delivery  Is  slower;  however,  water  transport 
Is  often  less  expensive  than  rail  or  truck  and  larger  shipments  can  be 
moved  more  easily. 
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CHANUTE  AFB  CLOSURE  IMPACT 
RA.NTOUL  CITY  SCHOOLS,  DISTRICT  »I37 
RANTOUL,  ILLINOIS 


The  Ranioul  Ciiy  Schools  consiMS  of  six  buildings  ihai  enroll  1,483  siudenis  in  grades 
K  through  8  and  Special  Education.  This  enrolInKm  consisu  of  63%  base  connected 
tudenis  and  33%  non-base  connected  snidenu.  The  following  impact  struciuie  has 
n  organized  based  on  the  assumption  that  all  military  and  civilian  connected  base 
nuinnei  will  move  from  the  community  due  to  the  base  closuie.  It  appears  that  the 
dLsirKt  could  very  well  expect  a  worse  case  scerurio  of  approximately  880  K-8  stu- 
dems  and  two  buildings  remaining  open  to  provide  for  the  educational  needs  of  these 
jsiudcnts.  233  staff  members  ate  currently  needed  to  meet  all  of  the  siafTing  needs  in 
[the  MX  buildings.  If  the  base  closes  it  will  take  approximately  84  staff  members 
thereby  reducing  total  suff  by  149.  If  this  scenario  would  come  about,  the  district 
would  be  reituiied  to  close  four  of  the  present  six  buildings  over  a  period  of  lime  ax 
ithe  Air  Force  gradually  phased  out  its  operation.  Due  to  the  presem  ferkral  and  state 
[funding  formulas,  the  district  would  lose  approximately  70%  of  its  Slate  and  Federal 
resources.  This  would  not  lake  into  account  the  potential  loss  in  loeal  taxes  due  to  the 
lower  lax  assessment  created  by  decrca.sed  property  values.  Some  real  estate  sources 
have  indicated  property  values  could  be  lowered  as  much  as  30%  or  more. 


Even  though  the  prcscitt  Impact  Aid  Law  under  Section  3E  indicated  a  provision  to 
provide  transition  funds  for  school  districts  in  the  event  that  a  military  installation 
closes,  ilicrc  IS  no  presem  appropnaiion  at  ilie  federal  level  as  we  understand  it.  Or. 
John  Lynch.  Deputy  Secretary  of  the  Defense,  has  proposed  that  $20-S23.000.000  be 
appmpruied  by  Congress  to  assist  federally  impacted  districts.  Tirsl  impressions  are 
that  S43.000.000  may  be  needed  dunng  the  First  year  funding.  A  more  detailed  study 
is  gouig  to  be  conducted  daring  the  First  pan  of  March  to  assess  this  in  greater  deuil. 
The  point  IS  ihat  a  .special  appropriation  would  have  to  be  requested  from  Congress 
and  it  would  have  to  be  realized  that  this  would  need  to  be  funded  dunng  a  number  o 
'he  iransiliunal  years,  it  is  also  requesutd  that  the  miliury  auihoniies  communicate 


to  ihc  local  school  systems  early  each  year  due  to  a  icquiiemem  in  lllinos  which 
rcuuiies  districts  nuke  staff  decisions  sixty  days  before  school  is  out  odicrwisc  those 


I 

I 


staff  members  arc  auiomaticjlly  employed  for  the  next  year.  The  timing  between 
staff  needs  and  student  reductions  due  to  the  closure  would  be  esscraial  to  keep  from 
destroying  the  local  schools. 

It  IS  obvious  the  approximate  loss  of  149  jobs  would  have  signiFicara  impact  upon  the 
disinci  and  the  community.  At  the  present  time,  it  teptesems  one  the  of  the  leading 
employers  in  Champaign  Coumy.  The  disinci  has  been  recognized  fiK  a  number  of 
years  as  providing  outstanding  educational  services  to  suidcnis.  During  1987-88,  the 
district  was  evaluated  by  the  state  office  and  has  been  recommended  to  be  placed  on  a 


S-ycar  cycle,  rather  than  the  iraditional  3.  The  evaluation  team  indicated  this  recom- 
mcndaiion  was  being  made  because  of  the  obvious  outsunding  facilities,  suff  and 
services  being  provided  to  siudenis.  During  1969  the  disinci  reached  its  peak  in  en¬ 
rollment  of  4.900  students.  That  cnrollmera  has  decreased  in  recent  years  to  i  low  of 
2.270  and  has  since  increased  to  2.483.  Dunng  this  decline  from  4.900  to  the  present 
number  the  special  education  clasKS  have  grown  from  six  (1969)  to  iwcmy-one.  One 
of  the  main  reasons  for  this  iiKieasc  in  special  education  services  is  due  to  ilie  active 
work  of  ilK  Cliap  Organizaiion  within  the  Air  Force.  The  emire  Raraoui  area  has  a 
very  high  reputation  for  providing  quality  spccul  education  services.  We  understand 
Ihat  Ibis  IS  not  ncecssanly  the  case  at  other  bases  throughout  the  courary.  If  this  be  the 
case,  the  impact  on  the  quality  of  those  specul  education  programs  being  provided  for 
siudenis  could  be  decreased  in  a  very  signiFicam  manner. 

OrK  other  factor  ihat  would  normally  go  unnoticed  in  a  staiistKal  study  and  report,  is 
that  of  Ihc  quality  of  ihc  people  who  make  up  the  suff  of  Rantoul  City  Schools.  For  a 
number  ol  years,  ihc  ilisirKi  has  expended  quite  a  lot  of  lime  and  energy  in  outsiand- 
in;;  research  lo  recniii  a  very  compcicra  staff.  Not  only  will  there  be  severe  economic 
and  piMeiiiial  program  rcdticiinns  as  a  result  of  ihe  Oianuie  Air  Force  Date  cltMurc.  H 
will  also  have  a  devastating  unpaci  upon  the  high  morale,  cooperaiive  spini  and  team 
work  currently  provided  by  ihe  presem  suff.  Outside  state  evaluttion  teams  and  visi¬ 
tors  lo  ilK  disirKi  Ircqucmiy  remark  about  ihe  special  caruig  qualiiy  that  seems  to 
exiM  among  iIk  Ranioul  City  Schools'  "family"  Research  indicaies  that  siudems 
learn  hcM  wlien  an  cnvironmem  of  this  nature  is  provided  for  cducaiioiul  progress  and 
(IcvcIopnKni  in  occur  Tlie  following  siatisiies  are  provided  for  your  consideraiion 
using  IlK  1 9X7. 88  school  years  Financial  data 


I.  ENROLL.MENT  IMPACT  PRE-CLOSURE  POST-CLOSURE 

iwyoitj) 


A. 

Military  living  and 
working  on  base  (3A) 

1.083 

0 

B. 

Military  living  and 
working  off  base  (3B) 

272 

0 

C. 

Civilians  living  and 
working  off  base  (3BC) 

248 

0 

D. 

Non-base  coruiected 

880 

880 

E. 

Tmal  Enrollmera 

2.483 

880 

F. 

Net  Decrease 

(- 1.603) 

G. 

Percent  Change 

(-  65%) 

II.  FINANCIAL  IMPACT  (a) 

A. 

Federal  sources 

Sl.863.869.00 

S291. 136.00(b) 

B. 

Slate  sources 

S3.809.832.00 

$909,832.00(0 

C. 

Local  taxes 

S  738.741.00 

S738.74l.00ldl 

D. 

Projected  revenue  decreases 
in  .state  and  federal  sources 

S4,474JI3.00 

F.. 

Perccm  change 

(-70%) 

F. 

Other  Costs 

Unemployntem  Cosu 

-879,006  to  SI.000.000.00  yr  iel 

PER.SONNKL  IMPACT 

A.  Total  DLsirici  Slaff  V 

84 

B.  Pmcniial  net  jobs  lost 

(•1-19) 

C.  Perccm  change 

(-64%) 

(a)  Date  Souroe:  Oisinci's  Annual  Financial  Report. 

June  30.  1988.  pp  23 

(b>  ■niisamoum  icnccisalossofSI.374.7l3.00infedcral  Impact  Aid.  but  docs  not 
reflect  decreases  in  other  federal  programs,  such  as  Chapter  1 . 2,  etc.,  due  to 
enrollment  decica.ses. 

(c)  Thu  amoumronccu  an  approxunaie  loss  of  S2.900.000.00  in  stau  sources. 

The  projeaed  ADA  (3rd  year)  of  794  wax  used  in  die  presem  SUK  aid  formula. 

(d)  These  Figures  do  not  reflect  potemial  lower  local  (ax  asscssmems  due  to  h.v«^ 
clasurc. 

(el  This  amount  would  vary  depending  upon  direa  reimburtemera  or  3.4%  of  gross 
salanes  (first  S9.0OO)  is  used.  Tirmng  may  be  dilTicuU  to  deteraiine  unlest  good 
communication  is  received  from  military  personnel. 

IV.  SUM.MAKY 

It  IS  quite  evidem  from  ihc  above  siaiisiic.v  that  the  closure  of  Qtanuse  Air  Force  Bate 
would  liase  a  profound  effect  on  the  Ramoul  City  Schools,  nic  880  studems  that  arc 
listed  as  nnn.ba.se  connccicd  is  actually  believed  to  be  less,  due  to  a  scrvtccs  impact 
decrease  m  the  community,  however,  it  is  also  nm  known  how  many  civiHans  may 
stay  in  ihc  area.  Thcrcfotc.  these  two  (2)  Figures  were  nm  changed.  T)ie  dixiiict  car- 
rcraly  operates  six  (6)  attendance  ceroen  for  acnul  studem  instnictioa.  One  ( I )  mlier 
building  IS  currcmly  being  utilized  by  the  State  Education  Service  RcgHm.  If  the  base 
IS  closed,  the  imal  building  utilization  could  decrease  from  the  presem  6  sdioolt  to  2. 
Oecausc  of  itic  obvious  impaa  of  these  Figutes.  we  believe  the  commitsion  tepott. 
which  refers  to  a  moderate  impact,  is  incorrea.  We  smcercly  request  that  the  congress 
fcevaluaic  ihc  commiiicc  s  proposed  closures.  We  cenaudy  endorse  the  concept  of  an 
crfictenily  operaicd  defense  depaitmem  budget,  however,  we  believe  that  with  all 
MiKcniy  iliai  it  should  be  bated  on  a  wcll-developcd  up-lo-daM  study.  We  also  feel 
IlK  study  should  consider  the  imal  wnpaa  upon  inc  area  incmamg  mss  u>  !>■»«»-  ww-s- 
cssarv  lonsiruviioo  costs,  local  jtiim  cmnracis  hcisveen  ihc  village  and  Air  Force  and 
ilK  i|iialiiy  III  hic  HI  IlK  KaiHiiiilA.'liaiiuiv  area  ciuiipareil  in  ihc  tiisis  uf  aiuiiqUHig  in 
create  ihis  saiiK  quality  ai  mher  bases.  We  iKuKslly  feel  that  such  a  study  would  show 
IlK  vital  roK  lhai  Chanuic  Air  Force  Base  sliows  nm  only  for  Ihc  nuliiary  but  abut  for 
all  of  l.asi  Central  Illinois 


Comments  Bolded 


ExMbit  1 


1.  If  this  scenario  would  coee  about,  the  district  would  be  required  to 
close  four  of  the  present  six  buildings  over  a  period  of  tine  as  the 
Air  Force  gradually  phased  out  Its  operation.  Due  to  the  present 
federal  and  state  funding  fornulas,  the  district  would  lose 
approxinately  70X  of  Its  State  and  Federal  resources.  This  would  not 
take  Into  account  the  potential  loss  In  local  taxes  due  to  the  lower 
tax  assessaent  created  by  decreased  property  values.  Sone  real 
estate  sources  have  Indicated  property  values  could  be  lowered  as 
nuch  as  30%  or  nore. 

Comment  noted.  An  Air  Force  prepared  Environmental  Impact  Statement 
(EIS)  on  ree-use  of  Chanute  AFB  will  address  potential  community 
Impact  of  alternative  land  use  scenarios. 

2.  It  is  obvious  the  approximate  loss  of  149  Jobs  would  have  significant 
Inpact  upon  the  district  and  the  connunity. 

Same  response  as  1. 

3.  The  entire  Rantou!  areas  has  a  very  high  reputation  for  providing 
quality  special  education  services.  If  this  be  the  case,  the  Impact 
on  the  quality  of  those  special  education  programs  being  provided  for 
students  could  be  decreased  In  a  very  significant  manner. 

Same  response  as  1. 

4.  Not  only  will  there  be  severe  economic  and  potential  program 
reductions  as  a  result  of  the  Chanute  Air  Force  Base  closure.  It  will 
also  have  a  devastating  Impact  upon  the  high  morale,  cooperative 
spirit  and  team  work  currently  provided  by  the  present  staff. 

Same  response  as  1. 

5.  The  district  currently  operates  six  (6)  attendance  centers  for  actual 
student  Instruction.  One  (1)  other  building  Is  currently  being 
utilized  by  the  State  Education  Service  Region.  If  the  base  Is 
closed,  the  total  building  utilization  could  decrease  from  the 
present  6  schools  to  2. 


Same  response  as  1. 


Exhibit  2 


m) 


I'NITEO  STATU  CNVmONMCnTAI.  PROTECTION  ACINCV 
■Rf.lON  « 

IMflAliTH  llPARSnaN  Af 
niK  AC.n.  Il  l  INniAAMM 


1 1  Ofc  m  / 

Ht.  CAtlMrin*  Hit^irw 
Otptrtannt  of  um  Air  roro* 

IQ  ATC'OON' 

BJildinq  A«),  fnm  U7 

Mmdolfti  Air  rorca  Ram.  Ttamm  7tlSO*Oooi 
OMr  Na.  Hiti.'liina: 

In  Aoeot^nra  with  cur  rMfsanalbilltlaa  Mndar  tha  Natiaial  BwIiummiCaL 
Ftolicy  Act  itiLTA)  am  naction  30«  of  tha  Claan  Air  Act.  ua  Mva  raviaMd  tiM 
CAaCt  Divi(uta«dto*i  Tiiy««.t  AtAt«awtt  (Ormtt  etS|  for  ciw  ctoaiira  ot  OMnjta 
Atr  rare*  rw«(w,  ftnittoui.  T^Myaiiyi  CMaity.  Illlnoia.  Tha  action  nulxalMi 
Uta  c-l9«ira  o(  oxanuta  Air  rerca  maa  And  ralocatlon  oC  Uhi  aiMtiun  vd 
tvlacad  M44JUfL  ^xiviciaa  ot  tha  Oianiica  TXRimical  TralnLni  Cantar  to 
wiattnq  rraiiutv)  cancan  at  four  Air  rdroa  haaaa.  Thaaa  bitMai  ifuluta 
Slwt«wrl  AFB.  Texoa;  Kaaalar  APn.  nlaalsatppi:  icwcy  A»i,  celorMo:  and 

MS.  TaKAo.  no  oonacnjccion  or  dmoiltlon  accivitlae  an  piannm 
na  port  ot  this  a<.tion. 

‘fbo  ezs'a  ata  Imhh  p(«t«*crtl  for  baaa  cloaura  actlvltlaa.  Thla  first  CIS 

■ttf - tJK*  iffixata  of  vlcHuia  uf  tha  baaa.  Tha  following  la*Ma  ara 

disic.ii:i-<«l  iM  iiH*  lift.L  riS;  Fttyalcal  anl  acnnuile  lapacta  on  cna  caqional 
wa»i.>.<bMii-«  i  li  lUty:  uipacca  of  hatardoua  uaaca  alteai  oaata  of 
«iviic«wwtit>>liiuiti<a«t.uin:  lanl  uaa  Laauaa:  aurfaoa  watar  and  ijmawtiarar 

.v¥i  claanA)  of  Burlad  fUat  tanMi  am  rB»/ai  am  diapoaai 
of  aabescoo^'ontALiiliii  mcarlala  (AUt)  am  polyAiorinaCad  bimanyl*  (PCB|. 
•nm  aacunl  cli  will  .liifa  tf«a  final  dlapcaltlai  of  tha  fiaae^a  property* 

rauaa).  Tha  aaoom  EIS  will  fooia  on  tha  aocioacerouc 
iifwiera  of  tha  ^aa  closure.  SafWiato  HITA  iAe-ij— a  a  will  ba  pcaparad  to 
laatwa  u«  loyww't.'*  of  tha  nlocatlon  of  tha  alaalon  at  tM  fair  ranivuiq 
baaaa.  coiraiiia  1^**  inforMtion  oontalnad  In  thla  first  ClSi 

nlAta  re  Uia  laauwa  of  iMcaixtoua  waata  aita  cloatup*  iiaui^ai  of  unuait^iunj 
atora'ia  CAni5«  .«i»i  clwatASi  uC  any  aplllol  ui  lanAad  pratuct;  csaowai  and 
dlap*^!  Aars  Old  lull’s:  aivJ  tha  potantUl  for  daqfrhdln^  local  wator 
qiMliCy  'Aar  to  tm  firdlcaa  asMCiatad  with  cha  amcimad  cforstlon  of  the 
waubiSMiii-r  trtviiOTtnt  farility  foUowlnri  tha  eaaa  eloaim.  we  an  aiao 
osmatwl  riMt  •!«»  CIS  piuuM  fuc  Uila  action  May  not  prcMlda  an  Adequate 
aaaaaanmt  of  potaneial  roine  cptiona. 

Ae  JiwMiArd  in  tha  uratt  CIS.  Ottrtita  APa  now  ueaa  tha  city  of  MantaU'a 
l•a>liciy  rMowh  rraatnant  worka  (foiw)  for  waeteuatec  uaataanL.  lha  eloauci 
ft  •til  MtuK  in. Urn  leva  of  aipfOMieateiy  so  parowic  oc  the 

'Ini,  Cln^  to  ch»*  traatjnnnc  facility,  ihla  leaa  wiu  aet/arMiy 


thia  iwaon,  tha  Air  Poroa  is  wavtiiij  wiUt  the  SUta  rin  mrMli  (Sthi  «wio 
merataa  tha  UST  piB'inM  in  Illituls.  Our  Aqancy  has  alraedy  inlezmd  tha 
nm  4wd  ChanuCe  ATh  patsotavl  Uiat  we  will  me  qrsnt  any  w«tvara  to  our 
inqnlaf  irmn  Tharafora.  tha  piopoaed  prci  Tliiirea  for  taaclnq  am  rvenai 
■uat  bo  Morilfiod  to  cenfom  with  radecsl  raquiationa.  Adaquata  cleans  mat 
be  pc^idnd  for  Any  oontaMinatiat  csuaol  by  laakinq  UST'a. 

ItM  Oesft  CIS  iidlcatas  that  fivo  actiws  PCS  (7S00  Fpi)  tnwafocaiara  am  ewe 
aetlwa  PCS  conteMinaead  (00*900  n**!  trwafoimrs  ac«  located  cn  the  base. 

A  total  of  $91  capaeltera  and  ttanafuraara  with  unlawaei  PS  oontent  are  also 
leeatad  on  tha  i«aaa.  Tha  Draft  CIS  ateteo  that  a  survey  wtii  be  oowSirtad 
ta  test  for  PCS  oeneenustlona  in  ouimar*  1M9.  Oirtant  Air  iTSininq 
Cceawm  plana  call  for  OMnite  APS  to  ba  fc«a  of  PCB*a  prior  to  tramfar  of 
tha  property,  we  tmxaeuni  Uwt  tha  rlnal  EXS  Inelma  the  rsaulta  of  the 
PCS  auivey.  The  rlnal  CIS  anould  also  dlaoiaa  the  piam  for  peeper  cleanm 
and  JiA4*wAl.  It  PCS  cnwwforaers  ece  to  be  neanied  am  dlapiiam  of,  ch»i 
aawami  feitwiw  dwaiM  ba  Gomiderod.  A  spill  onClrqOTcy  plan  mould  ha 
foisiaataU  fur  the  laonoenc  of  this  aqulfoent.  Bacauaa  tha  qaeicete  of  old 
trsmfoisana  ato  scaetiMan  peons  to  laaheqa*  ^  aIsb  roaeom  that  weaeutoa 
ba  taken  to  ptwvent  wsf/apa  of  PCS'a  dua  to  auoi  lasks.  Suoi  waiauroa  say 
Inchkia  placiiM  -  pan  undemaath  the  tjramCon«r  and  aaotnm  it  to  tha 
trsnatonar  by  awtel  baitis  or  wrappin)  tha  tranaforMaco  in  heavy  piaetlc 
ahaettiii.  oiapcaai  of  FCS  cranefenRar*  le  feguiated  letlar  40  CPS  Fsrt 
761.60.  If  Btoiaqa  of  tha  PCB's  at*  namaaary  prior  to  dlapoeal.  than  you 
mould  refer  to  raqnlatlom  oonCeinad  in  40  cnt  761.65.  lha  pitqiat  earkim 
of  tha  traniqrAS  veiiiclw.  uontalnacs.  am  trmaforsars  ara  rotated  mlar 
40  OS  Pact  761.40.  PauDCdkemim  prooatAiiao  for  tha  rvBval  am  6iwpBml 
ata  raqulatad  in  40  CTS  Tai.iio.  Xn  caaa  of  m  aocidmC  or  apill>  7™ 
mould  iri'wc  to  40  CTS  761.120  which  IncludoB  tho  Pa  mtll  claatty  policy. 
40  CTS  7ai.i^»  also  oiaeuaaaa  requimaanca  for  PS  api^^  claaniy. 

Tha  Draft  ci.t  utliuatae  that  the  aecant  of  ammtaa  m  Oiartace  APB  la  net 
aonantly  kiKwn.  An  «*wnaat.iaa  aurvey  le  piemad  cor  1990,  am  it  wtl^  ba 
oo^platad  Wfuiw  diitfuaai  of  the  baea.  Hate  that  Padaral  fbiquLatlom 
(40  CTS  Part  61)  require  that  tha  State  am  our  Aqmey  be  notiflad  prior  to 
beqinnim  ony  •oct.  in  araae  ecntalhlnq  amaetos.  Threa  sobb  caqulatlone 
aiao  diaeusA  ptcicwUuiwi  whliii  luat  ba  fellouad  Ih  tha  rmiMl  am  diapeeaJ 
of  Aa«wlua-<ontAlnlnq  aatarials.  Ma  caoomam  that  Uta  Air  nmaa  avaluata 
tha  if^ncLw  ut  lawwinq  ■abaatoa  In  bulldlnqs  mim  will  not  ba  dmollahad 
vwrsue  AjMstue  few  thosa  bulldlnpi* 

Tha  Air  Porvw  hA»  Mmatad  tha  tadun  Aaeaament  am  Hltiqatlm  PiuqiM  to 
dacaevina  radon  levels  in  buildlnm  on  bees.  Thla  pcoqi—  wee  daval^iad  to 
mluata  lavaia  of  radon  amoaura  to  ellitery  ambacs  and  thair  daterrlants 
am  to  piuvidw  A  naane  for  bltlqatim.  it  naamoMry.  Smwcml  builduiqp. 
ineiuduu  U«<^inq  unit.A.  have  bam  suevayad,  md  tha  raeulte  have  indicated 
that  (utUwr  SB«rv«>yA  rhnuld  ha  aanSirtad.  A  yaar-lonq  eurvoy  is  planrnd. 
Tltu  r(>n'w>iru  •kratMAt^rr.  |•6>))shal  by  air  hjenry.  my  im  uaaCul  whun 

•k^riiiiiM  H.l  -.1  .*»y; 


unact  the  a-wtstion  wf  Uia  4n*plAnt  fseplnq  fACilltlae.  the  ciarlflats  am 
piKkad  towers,  tha  pipin)  ayataae.  ai*l  Uia  slxrtqs  hamilnq  factlltlae.  in 
Mtdltim,  OwMTufe  ATI  nay  iwt  iMintain  tha  omnactlon  to  tha  Msitcipii 
wastMtat  riaaMit  i^lnnc  to  aaa»aol4Ce  cha  Inflltistlon^inClcw.  It  the 
oorvwction  to  tha  wAatcmitar  tinat«nt  pl'int  is  not  nAlnteliSHl,  (loodlnq  nay 
oonir  in  bAsaaw^xte  and  lowiy«m  0r»ft  CIS  points  oit  thaaa 

problwa,  it  offars  no  aelutiona.  "nia  PIibI  HS  aat  addraaa  rhla  laaua  and 
,  ooaxit  to  Mmauaa  micli  will  allw  tha  KFIW  to  contusM 

operatinq  properly. 

The  Draft  CIS  stataa  Out  tha  rnatallaclon  naatorstloi  noqrm  (XSF)  la 
imepemewtt  of  cloeutw  nnrt  lByr»«l  tJ«  ais^  of  thia  CTS.  The  IRP  la  only 
MtlnBaam  to  tl>a  rAtant  t2w*t  it  ia  intercwlated  to  clomra  actions  and 
asaociatad  i\.t*i.iial  bqMute.  The  flAil  CIS  am  Samed  of  OKislon  (POO) 

Cor  Uiia  pmiect  nust  tncluia  a  comitaanc  to  the  omtUum  Imastlmtim  of 
potnntial  Lx..uvuikition  am  to  appreprUte  clmriv  ot  gntesinsted  aoila, 
eirfaoa  wntai  aiU  uruundHster.  lha  folloflm  OMacnea  <sir  <»*AUiianxj  ^ 
ralativa  to  hacAidcua  wants  aitaa.  Our  dacsilad  oraama  are  qw*einad  In 
air  noat  ia':Ant  iwtiwi  on  lha  Snaadial  ifwaecl^Btlon  MporS.  tSaematar 
mnitorlnq  ia  Imuh  laUwiwkMn  near  aevm  aitaa.  Ttiaea  aavm  altee  include 
foiu  lai«ifiil».  two  fire  pnicaetjon  traininq  Arsaa.  am  tha  BiUdlnq  912 
tank  ahadqa  diapoml  pit.  Tha  aitaa  sis  noetly  mntswlnated  by  onjsnjc 
Inorryante  eaitMuiMnCs.  lulyadoar  aiowitlc  lvyJ»OJiitions  (ISH)  am 
iiutAla.  wa  hAva  tmuiaufilad  that  a  Dloloqlmi  aaeaament  of  tha  aariieant  at 
Salt  Fork  CivaK  ha  uKieit.xk#n  to  datarBum  if  tha  eanthte  aiMSilty  am 
la-nl  flan  population  have  oaan  a^raaiy  imectad.  OfC-alta  aa^llnq 
shaild  jIao  ha  <w«)artekan  to  dataratna  cha  sMtant  of  niqtstlon  of  tha 
<m>tAM4/MC  ion.  cDnentrationa  of  ailvnr  am  PAH'a  have  bam  dataeted 

in  »u  f  At.«r  w.nAr  <v»l  wfiinent  aAaa*lw  in  the  vicinity  of  the  aiildlnq  9)2 
AIM.  oiBJwiiqAa  nm  thw  car*  aimqa  dlepoeai  pit  area  ahwid  be 
divvitMl,  or  At  laeat  nlnlMlaud.  in  ocoar  to  protect  the  ipallty  of  tho 
racalvir*)  «.nt*r. 

Civrn  lha  poimtiAi  (wi  cwntaelnatlan  pcvblms.  the  Lunraetnalad  ^aa'ikater 
radial  (luw.  Aitl  (Im  t^'miorui  reversal  (low  At  memm  of  tho  oltas,  it  mait  bo 
dataimti»«J  fchathar  oontaailrutm  qisunhatar  free  Oxaraita  has  infiltxsted  tha 
City's  sewer  aystm  *•«!  Urn  ftmt  facility.  If  tha  Clty'a  ayMea  has  boaaaa 
oontanirvitaO.  Umt  Um  Air  foroa  mat  Imlapant  anpccpriate  cleans  actiona. 

Paqa  )'!•  of  u«  nrnft  CIS  imieatae  tmt  tM  Air  fbma  y*ama  to  ovitiftia 
’  opwmtu«q  its  hacai^lAjM  wwi»ia  etoraqa  area  ae  a  traaeaapc.  acoraqe  am 
Jiapaoel  (T5r»)  facility,  rather  than  qo  thiaapi  a  SOU  clemre.  Tha  final 
CTS  ahoiM  liilicwie  tha  raaaona  for  tha  need  to  otattiniM  cqaratlnq  this 
hatartkata  wa^Iw  Niunvy*  area  at  a  TSU  (.tctlity.  MiXe  that  if  tha  atoraqa 
mtc  w»-in  inter  (irwielae  of  tha  Sacouroa  GQnaarvntlen  anl  Rsoonirv 

A*.t  (PrsA).  it«a  mil  oaild  ua  reactivated  in  tM  future  aa  a  qonarator 

I..  io  tTP  fuit  4*>i.)4.  Aa  a  qnrareior.  tM  bnaa  oailrt  aucMilata 
wAtiw  (oi  I''  "O  (Liyo  .Mti  thun  mip  It  off  aica.  no  tMtaitkiai  luace 
»>.i>"il  waiiJ  t«f  ivpilrvd  uriior  tnpoa  ciroMtarua. 

Tha  omtt  tir.  Uiwt  t7  knnun  tST'a  aviat  m  CM  baea.  am  an  UiT 

i  l  u*  will  he  devehani  »««  that  all  in-uarvloe  (CT'i  mice  be 
,r.i  ,iji  tTTT'fl  wr.i  ba  rrewm.  ■nwi  Air  fofT»>''i 

I-I.M.  •^ty  Iin.  avwe  reryilAtory  recfiinwmca.  For 


"TnJooi  iA*kw>  and  lUrton  Decey  Pnebest  Heaaireawt  Protemla*  _ 
''iDCaiiw  PioCccDlw  for  scroatim  a*'**  helloiM^  Sedan  end  Seder*  Ony 
Praduct  hraouraoits* 

"TM  iiktiMWil  Mini*  hiiieiewirit  PrT*flc»«r«y  pi  up  ear 


we  will  M»1  you  CBpiaa  of  thaea  pBil  Irotl  —  In  a  a^aceca  aalllnq- 

Tlio  orafL  US  wiaLaa  or*  pays  11  that  a  aaoml  CX9  will  tm  pcepaced  to  oom 
tha  rlnal  rtl«Tr<*ltlon  of  tM  baaa  pcepocty  (tneludinq  pocidel  • 

Paqa  l->  ahowa  «  liaruiq  ®f  iaauea  to  ba  eddroaaal  in  tM  aiBend  CIS.  Hone 
of  tM  isauaa  llatari  Ineiida  tM  petantial  roiaaa  of  tM  taeaa  pcaparcy. 

0l»wei  this  rtisci-epiwry.  It  la  dlfflmlt  to  datocmlhS  tl»  Air  F«.wt%*a 
utcsnclora  in  i-eqaid  to  eaooeaim  *Na  iaqama  eC  cow.  Tha  asMXd  CIS 
aneuld  leaeea  the  upacta  of  alteciative  fxmice  lam  uaaa  *tt  thiapr^ec^y 
ainoa  acao  lied  uaaa  any  have  md*  aoce  ai^iflcant  oAferaa  ereriferaomal 
lapacta  than  ocnar  uaae.  In  addition.  tM  aaoom  RS  moild  dacarolna 
whether  tha  wnatewetar  naada  of  tM  hitura  use  ot  this  preporcy  can  bo 
Adaquataly  eccomodetad  hy  tM  City's  wm. 

Baaed  a*  our  levlaw  of  tM  Draft  CIS,  wa  have  rated  thla  action  *BC*2*. 
hia  "EC"  indlcatea  that  we  have  amiiijeMSil  omoarne.  The  **2"  indicataa 
tliat  mie  infurputiu*  not  be  pcewldad.  Our  oancama  will  ba  rmolvadeftar 
tM  followiimf  Ai.ct(inn  era  teSm.  A  caaatteant  Mart  ba  eado  to  l^morc 
-nrre  ti-r-  lu  wlluw  Uio  fOTW  to  omtinus  oporatlfiq  prt^ly.  If  tM  City's 
weatawetar  tiaeowr.nc  Kyntae  has  baoma  oowtaainafi  dua  to  utfiltretior*  of 
wunoaitMivi  9»*»etiwwtar  fns»  maraite  MS.  tM  Air  fbrea  mm  imimerc 
ermopi  lata  cleeiaq*  aettua.  TIm  Final  EIS  ural  POO  mat  IrcluSi  a 
oanutMwA  Lw  uw  uuAlnuHl  Immtlqaticai  of  fotamial  oancsdinatlm  frtB 
Ovtnita  MS  MtJ  A^snevt  leta  wlaweg*  wf  ujitooiinated  aoila.  wrfam  *arar  md 
qiouftjwaiwr .  Oi^fwirtM  fnae  CM  tmk  olulqa  dlmtMl  pit  acM  Ohfluld  ba 
Jiwwitul.  nr  At  least  ninlnixad.  in  oeder  to  ^eteet  cm  quality  of  tM 
rooeivinq  wetar.  Tha  pvmoead  prooaduiea  for  U8T  imaaral  eiM  ieetirq  mm 
ua  MaJifihl  to  c.'onfoca  with  Fadmai  teqiaacione.  TM  rinU  EXS  atmUd 
dlacusa  plaiM  fur  proper  claarKip  am  dim^Sbl  ^  SCB'a.  TM  Finil  BU 
yuuld  elio  avaluite  Cha  iopacts  Of  lamlnq  amaeCQa  in  buildlnqa  tStlcfi  will 
not  ba  3ew*i  irhni  '.raraiii  ronorlhq  aateacae  itm  thaaa  bulldli^.  a 
eamiMmt  alr«iM  Ln  •'Oda  tw  etaMce  that  CM  aauord  tXS  will  aaeaae  CM 
iapacce  el  alce«'nAti*ie  future  lent  ueae  of  CM  base  pceporty. 


*te  appreeinra  thia  opportunity  to  pcmlda  ooMm 
Action.  If  you  havw  any  .^Mntlona  Alaaut  thaaa  « 
Jem  Motet  At  (112)  66C-4244. 

Sincerely  x’oum. 


/■;;u  . 

•  wDIiam  P.  rv"****.  chief 

»i  At  Art  n 

IT'«»vu«r/  Anl  »)*  |i»vii 


I  m  tM  Oreft  BtS  for  this 
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EPA  Region  V  Letter. 

6-  CoMit  to  lapleaenting  aeasures  irtilch  allow  the  POTW  to  continue 
operating  properly 

The  Air  Force  will  participate  In  discussions  on  the  POTW  with  the 
responsible  agencies  and  Is  committed  to  aiding  In  a  solution  to  POTW 
problems  that  result  because  of  closure  of  Chanute. 

7.  1.  Proposed  procedures  for  UST  removal  must  be  modified  to  conform  with 
federal  regulations. 

The  Underground  Storage  Tank  Management  plan  w111  conform  to  all 
applicable  state  and  federal  UST  regulations.  A11  active  tanks  will  be 
leak-tested  and  upgraded  prior  to  transfer.  All  Inactive  tanks  will  be 
removed.  The  Air  Force  will  be  In  compliance  with  UST  regulations. 

Final  EIS  must  discuss  plans  for  proper  cleanup  and  disposal  of  PCBs. 

8. 

Results  of  the  PCB  survey  show  52  PCB  or  PCB-contamlnated  devices. 

These  devices  will  be  remediated  by  the  Air  Force  In  accordance  with 
applicable  federal  and  state  regulations. 

Final  EIS  should  indicate  need  to  continue  operating  the  hazardous 

9.  waste  storage  area  as  a  TSO  facility. 

Chanute  AFB  will  close  Its  Interim  status  hazardous  waste  storage 
facility  In  accordance  with  Its  closure  plan  submitted  to  the  EPA  and  state 
regulatory  agencies. 

>  .  Final  EIS  should  evaluate  impact  of  leaving  asbestos  in  buildings  that 

10.  are  not  to  be  demolished. 

No  property  will  be  transferred  that  has  asbestos  that  constitutes  an 
Immediate  health  hazard.  Any  such  property  will  have  the  asbestos  which 
constitutes  the  hazard  removed  In  accordance  with  federal  and  state 
regulations.  Also  If  any  facility  Is  demolished,  all  hazardous  materials. 
Including  asbestos,  will  be  removed  In  accordance  with  applicable  laws  and 
regulations. 

*  A  commitment  should  be  made  to  ensure  the  second  EIS  assess  Impact  of 
alternative  future  land  uses. 

The  second  EIS  will  cover  socio-economic  Impacts  in  conjunction  with 
the  Impacts  of  the  eventual  reuse  of  the  base. 

12*  •>.  Commit  to  IRP. 

The  IRP  Is  Independent  of  the  closure  of  Chanute  and  will  continue 
after  the  base  closes. 
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)  ‘  ft 


NovMbar  16,  1989 


Gentleman; 


Sine*  Chanut*  abandonad  all  Its  landfills  som  yaars  ago  all 
garbaga  and  dabrls  la  takan  to  tha  Rantoul  landfill.  Our  landfill 
has  a  Ilfs  axpactancy  of  sons  6-7  yaars.  not  12  yaars  as  rafarrac 
to  on  paga  3-18. 

0ns  othar  Itaa.  pagss  4-9  and  4-10  rafar  to  tha  aacond  EI3 
which  Is  to  addrass  soclo-aconoaiic  issuas.  Indications  ara  Chat 
haavy  smphasls  will  ba  glvan  to  axpactad  rsusa  of  tha  bass. 

I  point  out  that  wo  hava  lasrnad  In  this  procass  that  the 
of  flea  of  Econoole  Adjustaiant  (OEA)  la  grossly  undarfundad. 
Cltlzans  of  tha  Unltad  Stataa  hava  baan  lad  to  ballava  that  a  vast 
array  of  sarvlcaa  and  asslstsnca  Is  avallabla  froo  OEA.  but  thasc 
ara  slnply  not  forthcoolng.  All  asslstsnca  that  Is  avallabla  alsc 
raqulras  stats  and  local  funding  oatchas. 


I  ao  vary  much  disturbed  by  Inforoatlon  racalvad  aarllar  this 
waak  In  tha  Novambar  3  Congrasalonal  Raeord.  Tha  Envlronaantal 
Rastoratlon  fund  was  approprlatad  $601,100,000  inataad  at  tha 
$900,800,000,  or  about  $1  billion  originally  approvad  by  tha  House 
of  Ropresantatlvas. 

The  Housa-Sanata  confaranca  which  arrived  at  this  flgura 
ballava  Chat  Insofar  as  baaa  closures  ara  eoncamad  this 
Environmental  Rastoratlon  account  should  ba  utlllzad  on  a  ‘worst 
case  first'  basis  and  that  tha  Base  Closure  Act  should  provide 
funds  for  rastoratlon.  This  Includaa  reducing,  raaovlng.  and 
recycling  hazardous  wasta  and  removing  unsafe  buildings  and  dabrls 
at  sltas  Included  In  tha  Basa  Closure  and  Raallgnmant  Act. 

What  really  bothers  me  la  tha  statanant  In  tha  Basa 
Reallgnmants  and  Closure  Report  by  the  Oafanca  Secretary's 
Commission  that  ‘The  coat  of  hazardous  wasts  cleanup  was  not 
includad.  since  such  cleanup  la  currently  required  by  law 
regardless  of  tha  baaa  closure  situation',  now,  what  aganey  pays 
for  the  environmental,  cleanup?  And  with  what,  particularly  if 
Congress  does  not  appropriate  tha  funds? 

We  request  that  this  Issue  ba  addrassed  fully  in  this  BIS 
report.  So  far.  tha  issue  of  funding  has  baan  brushad  under  the 
rug.  This  Is  not  acceptable  and  too  important  to  ba  brushad  aside. 

Again,  1  ramlnd  avaryona,  that  Chanuta  AFB  has  baan  a  welcome 
neighbor  and  the  largest  amployar  In  Rantoul  for  almost  7S  years. 

Our  community  and  Chanuta  are  contiguous  with  only  a  fence 
separating  tha  communities. 

we  are  not  a  suburb  of  any  metropolitan  area.  Thera  ara  IS 
miles  of  farmland  bstwaen  us  and  Champalgn-Urbana.  Us  are.  In 
effect,  a  geographical  Island  situated  In  tha  heart  of  Central 
Illinois  farmland. 

Ths  aaacutlva  summary  of  this  draft  Indicates  that  the  short 
term  Impact  of  closure  will  even  be  beneficial. 

Can  you  Isuglna  2,400  acres  of  empty  buildings  and  grounds 

running  wild? . and  this  In  your  community's  front  yard? 

Inaglna  uhite  Hall . 10  aersa  of  World  War  II  vintage 

office  specs  .  ladan  with  asbestos  .  can't  bo 

ramodelad . can't  ba  heated . can  It  bo  said 

that  this  doesn't  have  an  adverse  environmental  Impact. 

We  appreciated  tha  fact  that  tha  Air  Fores  sponsored  a  trip 
to  five  othar  formerly  closed  Air  Force  baaaa  last  July,  uo  saw 
varying  dagraas  of  rebuilding  and  raeovsiy  at  those  bases. 

By  tha  way . all  had  aetiva  runways,  the  shortest 

being  11.000  ft.  compared  to  closed  6,000  ft.  runways  at  Chanuta. 

Evan  so.  racovary,  for  the  most  part,  came  slowly.  wa  saw 
buildings  that  could  not  ba  converted,  torn  down  or  disposed  of. 
bacausa  of  tha  horrendous  cost  of  asbestos  removal  and  disposal. 
A  beautiful,  large  Greyhound  manufacturing  plant  at  Walker  AFB 

.  which  came  eight  years  after  closure  In  1967,  stood 

adjacent  to  a  large  monster  of  a  half-torn  down  building,  it  was 
pointed  out  that  Greyhound  wanted  to  dispose  of  or  rebuild  tha 
building,  but  couldn't  bacausa  of  ths  high  cost  of  asbestos 
removal.  Thera  ara  no  plans  to  do  anything  now  but  to  let  it  stand 
and  blight  the  landscape. 

Wa  saw  almllar  buildings  at  Bangor,  Maine,  closed  in  1968. 

Again,  similar  properties  at  Chanuta  oaks  up  our  front  yard. 

Again,  I  ask . how  can  It  ba  concluded  that  asbestos  left 

bahlnd  will  hava  no  envlronaantal  Impact? 

If  Rantoul  wanted  to  walk  away  from  a  building  it  no  longer 
needed,  wa  could  ba  expected  to  ba  rasponalbla  and  sell  it  or  tear 
It  down  and  dlaposs  of  It  properly. 

Othar  community  raprasantatlvaa  thla  avanlng  will  touch  on 
spaciflc  concarns  of  this  document,  but  I  will  note  just  a  faw 
hare: 

Paga_  3-7  Chapman  Courts 

The  draft  s~itos  a  condition  of  which  our  community  la  wall 
aware.  Thera  are  70  sub-standard  units  that  are  no  longer 
maintained.  These  ire  sep, irate  from  tha  h.iso  .ind  located  In  the 
■/erv  nejrt  ~,f  ^hn  community,  .le  w.int  the  rem.iinder  torn  down  prior 

■  ■  ,  ■■  ;  1 :  ■  ■  ivl  ■■  .  ’  ■  h'*  ’  u  I  ;  I  f  I*,  t  ;  1 1  e  i  t  .  :i  -re 


I  refer  again  to  tha  confusion  In  Congrass  regardlnc 
Environmental  Impact  and  Reuse  funding.  The  money  to  gat  the  jot 
dona  is  simply  not  available. 

The  cover  sheet  of  this  draft  statement  indicates  that  the 
only  significant  Impact  resulting  from  closure  would  be  the 
reduction  of  wastewater  flow  to  tha  Rantoul  Regional  Wasta  watei 
Treatment  Plant.  Wa  ara  grateful  that  this  Important  factor  ii 
acknowiedgad,  but  Rantoul  cannot  accept  a  docuswnt  so  biased  it 
favor  of  tha  Federal  Govammant  that  It  indeed  creatas  a  grosi 
miscarriage  of  justice  upon  tha  comaumity  of  Rantoul. 


Wo  hava  had  less  than  30  days  to  review  thla  document  and 
consider  the  alamants  therein  that  will  affect  tha  life  and  economy 
of  this  community  for  many  yaars.  Each  raprasantatlva  here  this 
evening  has  a  vary  full  work  schadula  and  tha  short  time  frame  for 
study  of  this  Important  draft  simply  Is  not  adequate.  Wa  should 
have  had  at  least  sixty  days  to  study,  and  ravlaw  tha  draft  and  to 
prepare  for  tonight's  aaetlng. 

This  report  was  contrsetsd  and  paid  for  by  tha  Air  Force  -  a 
fact  mads  all  too  clear  by  even  a  brief  glance  at  ths  draft  report. 

For  ths  most  part  tha  report  has  concluded  that  there  will  ba 
no  negative  environmental  impact  on  tha  Village  of  Rantoul.  That's 
Ilka  saying  that  Hugo  had  no  negative  environmental  impact  on 
Charleston.  Both  easas  will  Involve  axtansiva  funding,  clean-up, 
monitoring  and  rabuilding. 
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13.  We  should  have  had  at  least  sixty  days  to  study,  and  review  the  draft 
and  to  prepare  for  tonight’s  neeting. 

Comment  noted.  The  Air  Force  has  been  following  applicable 
President’s  Councile  on  Environmental  Quality  regulations  during  the 
process. 

14.  Now,  what  agency  pays  for  the  environmental  cleanup?  And  with  what, 
particularly  If  Congress  does  not  appropriate  the  funds?  We  request 
that  this  issue  be  addressed  fully  In  this  EIS  report. 

The  Air  Force  Is  responsible  for  the  clean-up. 

15.  Can  you  Imagine  2,400  acres  of  empty  buildings  and  grounds  running 

wild? .  and  this  in  your  commun1ty;s  front  yard?  Imagine  White 

Hall  .  10  acres  of  World  War  II  vintage  office  space  . 


laden  with  asbestos  .  can’t  be  remodeled  . 

can’t  be  heated  .  can  It  be  said  that  this  doesn’t  have  an 


adverse  environmental  Impact. 

The  Air  Force  intends  to  dispose  of  the  property  at  fair  market 
value.  To  protect  this  investment  a  caretaker  contract  will  be 
issued  to  maintain  the  base  buildings  and  grounds.  No  property  that 
constitutes  an  immediate  health  hazard  will  be  transferred  prior  to 
the  Air  Force  completing  required  cleanups. 

16.  Again,  I  ask .  how  can  It  be  concluded  that  asbestos  left 

behind  will  be  no  environmental  Impact? 

Asbestos  building  materials  properly  maintained  do  not  consistute  an 
environmental  hazard. 

17.  There  are  70  sub-standard  units  that  are  no  longer  maintained.  We 
want  the  remainder  torn  down  prior  to  base  closure.  And  we  want  the 
buildings  disposed  of  In  some  manner  other  than  In  the  Rantoul 
landfill. 

A  minimal  maintenance  program  has  been  instituted  in  the  Chapman 
Courts  area.  After  closure  the  caretaker  contract  will  include 
maintenance  of  remaining  houses  in  Chapman  Courts.  Same  response  as 
13. 

18.  Since  Chanute  abandoned  all  Its  landfills  some  years  ago  all  garbage 
and  debris  Is  taken  to  the  Rantoul  landfill.  Our  landfill  has  a  life 
expectancy  of  some  6-7  years,  not  12  years  as  referred  to  on  page 
3-18. 

The  change  has  been  made  In  the  draft  EIS  text  page  3-18. 

19.  One  other  Item,  pages  4-9  and  4-10  refer  to  the  second  EIS  which  is 
to  address  socio-economic  Issues.  Indications  are  that  heavy 
emphasis  will  be  given  to  expected  reuse  of  the  base. 

A  second  EIS  will  be  prepared  to  address  the  impacts  of  base  reuse  to 
include  socio-economic  issues  affected  by  re-use. 

20.  I  point  out  that  we  have  learned  In  this  process  that  the  office  of 
Economic  Adjustment  (OEA)  Is  grossly  underfunded. 

Comment  noted. 

21.  I  refer  again  to  the  confusion  In  Congress  regarding  Environmental 
Impact  and  Reuse  funding.  The  money  to  get  the  job  done  Is  simply 
not  available. 


Comment  noted. 


Public  llcanng 

Orufi  (Lnvtfonmeiuat  Unpan  Smciww 
Chanuw  Oosuic 


PUBLIC  HEARING 
for 

DRAFT  environmental  IMPACT  STATEMENT 
FOR  THE  CLOSURE  OF  CtlANUTC  AIR  FORCE  BASE 

Novtmbtr  Itf.  t9IP 


November  16.  I9t9 
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Cftuiiidwaref 

3  5  1  p  i- 13  and  4  5  1  p.4.3  •  The  pretniw  of  ibe  EIS  appean  to  be  ibai.  wha  itic  closure  o: 
'Oianuie.  there  will  be  no  further  cffecu  upon  the  (roundwaicr  resources  oi  the  area 
reality,  the  closure  of  Chanutc  wUl  leave  mae  water  wcUs  upped  mio  the  water  supply  of  o^cr 
100.000  people,  with  no  cnucy  to  rcspoiuible  char(e.  TlteM  wcUs.  and  the  potcniiai  far 
contamtnauon  from  the  hazardous  waste  sties  on  the  base,  pose  a  real  threat  to  this  «»aie; 
supply.  Upon  closure,  who  wiU  be  lespensibk  (or  the  safety  of  these  nine  wcii  sites? 
Ilarardotii. Waste  SloraP* 

3.6.3  3  6  4  pj'll  and  4  6.2  p.4^  >  Jlefcrcaet  ii  made  to  a  hazardous  waste  sterafe  s<:e 

wmcfi  IS  apparently  used  lo  store  hazardous  wastes  on  cuber  a  temporary  or  permaAcnt  oasis 

I  Where  IS  this  sue  located  and  what  u  lO  enact  purpose? 

1,  What  IS  the  sums  of  the  EPA  pcnmi  out  has  been  applied  for? 

3  Whai  IS  the  status  of  the  closure,  post-closure  plan,  and  what  are  the  details  of  that  plan? 


prepared  by: 


Sodemann  and  Associates.  Inc. 
340  N.  Nctl  St. 

Qumpaifn.  (L  61820 
(217)  352-7688 
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Sodom— I 


r^lYcUftrioatU  Diatenrli  (PCB) 

3  6.6  p.3- 19  and  4  6.4  p.4.7  •  PCB  comaiwnaccd  oantfonnen  and  capaatore  are  to  be  tdenunea 
in  a  survey  to  be  conducted  ui  October.  1989.  The  ViiUfe  of  Rannul  hereby  farnuUy  requests  ~ 
a  copy  of  (hat  survey. 

I  ts  the  survey  completed?  If  not.  what  a  the  specific  dau  that  tha  survey  will  iz 
completed? 

2.  How  uiil  the  contaminated  capacuon  and  Banslonaen  be  disposed  of.  and  what  scheou.e 
will  t«  followed? 

3.  Are  funds  available  tadifihiuie  Hus  hazard? 

4  Arc  there  any  other  areas  whKh  may  have  been  comamuiatcd  by  PCB  containing  fluias 
such  as  hydraulic  oil? 


Sodomorm  and  Aaeoootoe.  me. 
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Onii't  Cnvtfonmenul  Impau  Suicmem 
Chanuie  Closure 

November  16.  1989 


IntfoductioH 

.My  name  ts  Michael  R.  Link.  I  am  employed  by  Sodemann  and  Associaies.  Inc.  and  my  ink  is 
Cnvironmcfiul  Oiviwon  Manager.  1  am  a  Repsicred  PiofcssionaJ  Enpneer  and  a  Rcgisicml  Laial 
Surveyor  licensed  in  ihe  Siaic  of  Illinois.  I  am  here  lo  present  lestimony  on  behalf  of  the  Village 
of  Rantoui.  boih  as  ihe  Village  s  engineer  and  ss  a  lifelong  residem  of  ihc  Village.  .My  cotiuncnts 
and  questions  are  referenced  lo  speafic  sections  of  the  Envtroninenial  Impact  Suicment. 


Public  Hearing 

Draft  Cnvirotuncnul  Impact  Sutemem 
Chanuie  Closure 

Sot'cmber  It.  1989 


3.6  7  p.3- 19  and  4  6.5  P  4-7-  Reference  is  made  to  a  survey  to  be  made  in  1990  locaiatog  all 
asbestos  coruaining  rrutenab  on  the  base.  Tlie  Village  of  Raruoul  hereby  formally  requests  a 
copy  01  ihai  survey 

I  ^\‘hal  IS  the  ipeciftc  ichedek  for  the  compkuon  of  due  survey? 

2.  \Vhai  IS  Ihc  specific  time  frame  for  temediauon  of  the  hazardous  asoestos  du’  n  found  in 

the  Survey? 

3  Are  funds  availabk  10  compkie  this  worh? 

4  Wh3i  Ik  the  potenual  eovironmcnul  nsk  of  asbesms  laden  buildings  that  are  left  lo 
deienoraic  arid  decay?  Thi»  itme  should  be  addrMwS  now  and  not  ctMstidtfrri 
nan  of  ihe  reuie  EIS.  nitet  maaw  of  the  older  huildinei  have  no  market 
>alup  ana  ntli  li>fl  uamfd  forever'.  . 


Unilfr-roimn  .Storage  Tankt 

3  6  8  p  3- 19  and  4  6  6  p.4.7-  Reference  it  made  to  a  mMagemeni  plan  (or  the  77  known 
unuerground  storage  lankifUSTs) 

1  ^Vhat  It  the  ometabk  for  complsuen  of  dtis  pirn? 

2  Is  fundinf  availabk  «  Ksi.  uppadc  andfor  replace  iheM  tanks? 

3  Is  funding  available  wremedute  any  comaounaoen  that  a  found  due  lo  Icakuif  tankt^ 

4  The  siaicment  is  made  that  "Abandoned  USTs.  thorn  no  fonger  in  service,  are  emwaitv 
programmed  for  removal  in  con|unaion  with  ihc  IRP  or  other  01:M  Air  Force  prognim 
What  IS  mcaru  by  'generally’  '  What  a  the  urmiabk  for  these  other  profntns? 
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Sodemann  and  *%eociafns.  Inc. 
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iNiWiV  1  ICMUIg 

Orafi  EnvtroiwneMal  Impa  Sowmciw 
CluAuic  CkMuie 

November  16. 1919 


OitAVatgf  SfBafatBi^ 

3. 6.9  p.3«20  and  4.6.7  p.4*7 .  Several  of  the  oU/wticr  sepaniea  now  in  opcrauon  on  the  base  are 
receiving  surface  water  nmoff  from  areas  conuimnaied  with  fuels.  One  is  in  the  900  Area,  u 
(be  bulk  fuel  ffaimng  sue  and  one  is  at  die  fUc  school. 

1  (f  ihcse  uniis  are  (o  uben  from  service,  what  is  the  schedule  for  dcconiamifiaiifli  the  sues 
they  serve? 

2.  If  they  are  to  remain  in  service,  who  Will  operate  them? 

Radnii 

3.6.9  p.3-20  and  4  6.7  p.4.7  •  Reference  ii  made  to  a  year-tong  radon  survey.  The  Village 
hereby  icquesu  a  copy  of  dus  uirvcy  report. 

1.  What  IS  the  nmeubte  for  compicoen  of  this  survey? 

2.  Is  funding  availaUe  to  conduct  (his  survey? 

3  Is  funding  available  lo  remeoate  any  problems  revealed? 


Puhiicllemof 
Dealt  LovdOOMCi 
Chanoie  ClosMir 


.S'ovember  16. 19t9 
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i;..|..r3l  Cuinlll«lll.  Hid 

IKI*  •  The  Village  of  Ramoul  hereby  requests  tropia  of  all  moonoruig  reports  from  Mfnpi»ng  c: 
me  cxiMtng  momtonng  wells,  copies  of  alt  future  repotts  from  on-going  peases  of  me  worn 
^niivn  repUvs  to  the  prcvums  duesuons  concenuag  the  compkuon  dates  fur  these  programi 


nnvironmcnt  •  The  asscssmcM  of  effects  upon  air.  grouodwaicr  and  surface  water  seems 
assume  that  someone  will  maintain  the  on-base  facibiics  after  ctonre.  What  will  be  tnc  unpa^;! . ; 
RO  one  maintains  the  buildings  and  mfrasirucnifc?  Building  dcienorauon  will  cause  the  poter.:  : 
release  o«'  asbestos  to  the  air.  Lack  of  maintenance  of  the  sewer  systems  w*u  result  >n  ra;  . 
deienoratuMi  of  builduigs  and  (loeduif  of  streets.  No  nuuncnance  of  grounds  wUI  resua  m  -.r: 
potential  for  the  unchceked  growth  of  noatous  weeds  and  plana,  which  can  mult  ui  tcgsi  ar..;* 
under  Staie  laws,  lo  addition  the  lesulung  overgrowth,  due  to  the  lack  of  maiaieaance  persoRRc. 
will  detiniiciy  nepovdy  impact  (he  visual  and  aestbaic  values  of  the  property. 


Buildine  Maintenance  -  How  wiU  the  deteneranon  of  iimnilrtf  buildinp  and  housing  ur.;; 
impact  me  envtronmem  and  ibe  commumry  ui  general?  Ccroudy  these  nacurai  and  pnvsivai  c::a: 
will  base  dramatic  socioeumorme  effcca on  the commurufy  at  large. 

IVaicr  Siscem  -  The  on-base  peiaMe  water  system  is  cross  conntftcd  to  the  Viila^  of  Rants, 
system.  The  on-base  tvstem  must  be  pmpenv  maiaiaiiwd  and  operaied  on  a  conofluom  eisis.  J 
IS  10  be  a  vubtc  system  in  the  reuse  scheme.  However,  if  provisions  aren  i  maoc  to  proper 
operate  and  maintain  me  on-base  system,  it  must  be  physieally  separated  from  me 
<ysum.  to  comply  wuh  the  crou-connecuon  provuions  of  the  Village  s  ordinances 


Cvniral  Heating  Plant  -  Most  of  the  on-base  biuldings.  except  for  the  boutmg  unm.  ue  re^:; 
hy  N:c.im  Mipphcd  hv  ihc  central  heating  plani.  Now  mat  plain  have  been  droppeu  to  repi.i.:c  * 
Meiiiiv  ii  initvi  rcituin  in  kimiinunus  operation  ifMei'inuciy,  if  reuse  <s  a  vuOle  cnn\uu.'. 

iiiiiNii  neji.  llK:^c  hniklings  would  rapidly  detenoratc  in  mis  cUmate.  Due  to  the  a^e  r 
v4»n<iMion  m  this  facility  can  it  be  expected  to  safely  meet  ibcic  needs?  Is  mis  facUiiy  currcr...v 
wiiin)ilian«.e  -.^tih  health,  safety  and  emission  standards  and  can  it  meet  futuro  siandarut? 


Reuse  CIS  -  What  weight  does  the  Reuse  E($~  carry  with  u*  Is  me  Oeparrmem  ct  De:;- 
iiaelc  tor  environriKmal  impacts  ihai  niav  be  discovered  as  mat  study  n  conduciea?  is  u'.a. 
avauaMe  to  mctliaic  proMcim  ai  that  suge  of  the  closure  process? 


II 

SoaAm.rnn  and  Axrociatos  me 
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r^ibtfc  Heanng 

Draft  Environmental  Impao  Suiemue  C  O  f1 1  • 

Qiamiie  Closuie 

November  16.  I9g9 


Insiallatinn  RMlOfaiion  Program  HUPI 

3.7  p.3-20  and  4  7  p  4-7.  The  following  commenu  and  questions  apply  to  all  7  sues  and  all 
abanaoned  underground  storage  tanks  tdenuficd  m  paragraph  3.7.2  Site  OgscnmioRs 

I  Whai  IS  the  nme  lnw  for  enmpteaaii  and  mpdiatian  of  die  fRP  Piwpaoi  m  A  C  0 

2.  Ii  funding  available  to compteie  this  program? 

3  Wiihtn  this  overall  program,  how  will  pnontics  be  establisbcd  to  determuie  which  bases 
receive  funding  first? 

4  Will  a  closed  facility  such  u  Oianute  receive  the  same  considcraoon  as  an  openong  base? 


PtiMiv  Hearing 

Dealt  LiiviriMunciiiut  liiqsici  Siaicaicm 
Cltauuiii  Closure 

November  16.  1989 

Summary  in>i  t’liorlimon 

The  conclusion  of  the  Oosure  CIS  is  that  the  shon  term  impacis  lo  the  environriKm  wiU  be 
bcnciteul  In  faci.  ihe  closure  of  Chamue  will  result  in  the  abandonmcni  of  7  haiaidous  waste 
sites.  imnKrous  other  cnvironmemal  haxanls  and  hundreds  of  empry  buildings.  How  can  thu  be 
convirucij  as  benclicial?  The  Oosure  EIS  musi  consider  the  real,  long-iemi.  environtncmal 
luurdv.  whK.h  will  be  kfi  behind  in  the  form  of  I)  useless  buiklings  «iih  prohibitive  cous  to 
Jcmolish  Ouc  10  asbestos  contaimnaiioo  and  Z)  waste  dumps,  whose  vomcnis  haven  i  even  been 
caiamgued.  which  aren  i  considerod  a  problem  because  they  aren  i  lealung  ^  As  the  Mayor  has 
prev  louMy  stated.  W  hue  Hall  is  a  pcrtcci  example.  Docs  ibe  Depanment  of  Defense  really  think 
(hat  someone  else  will  take  responsibtlity  tor  this  monsnosMy? 

If  this  Closure  EIS  is  to  be  anything  more  than  a  whitewash  to  meet  the  letter  of  the  law.  then  u 
inn’ll  asx.  and  answer,  the  tmd  questions,  not  just  the  easy  ones. 


p  129  Undctirniimi  .Siotate  T.nki  and  AMndapcd  Puri  Lint.  ■  RcfciciKC  ii  nude  lo  Rve 
abandoned  tanks  that  won  t  be  removed  due  to  congested  piping.  This  is  not  an  acceptable 
solution  Without  proper  abandonment,  these  tanks  are.  or  will  eventually  become,  a  haxard 
and  a  liabiliiy  If  any  leakage  or  spills  have  occurred  at  these  tanks,  the  only  means  of 
removing  any  soil  contamination  around  the  tank  is  by  remowmi  h. 
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22.  The  assessMent  of  effects  upon  air,  groundwater  and  surface  water 
seees  to  assuee  that  soaeone  will  Maintain  the  on-base  facilities 
after  closure.  What  will  be  the  lapacts  If  no  one  Maintains  the 
buildings  and  Infrastructure?  Building  deterioration  will  cause  the 
potential  release  of  asbestos  to  the  air. 

The  Air  Force  Intends  to  dispose  of  Chanute  property  at  a  fair  market 
value.  The  base  will  be  maintained  by  a  caretaker  contract  after 
closure  to  prevent  undue  deterioration  of  these  assets. 

23.  Lack  of  maintenance  of  the  sewer  systems  will  result  In  rapid 
deterioration  of  buildings  and  flood  of  streets. 

Same  response  as  22. 

24.  No  maintenance  of  grounds  will  result  In  the  potential  for  the 
unchecked  growth  of  noxious  weeks  and  plants,  which  can  result  In 
legal  action  under  State  laws.  In  addition  the  resulting  overgrowth, 
due  to  the  lack  uf  Maintenance  personnel,  will  definitely  negatively 
impact  the  visual  and  aesthetic  values  of  the  property. 

Same  response  as  22. 

25.  How  will  the  deterioration  of  unusable  buildings  and  housing  units 
Impact  the  environment  and  the  community  In  general?  Certainly  these 
natural  and  physical  effects  will  have  dramatic  socioeconomic  effects 
of  the  community  at  large. 

Same  response  as  22. 

26.  The  on-base  potable  water  system  Is  cross-connected  to  the  Village  of 
Rantoul  system.  The  on-base  system  must  be  properly  maintained  and 
operated  on  a  continuous  bases.  It  is  is  to  be  a  viable  system  in  the 
reuse  scheme.  However,  if  provisions  aren’t  made  to  properly  operate 
and  maintain  the  on-base  system.  It  must  be  physically  separated  from 
the  Village’s  ordinances. 

The  water  system  will  be  maintained  by  the  caretaker  contractor  and 
kept  in  operating  order.  Some  wells  may  be  taken  out  of  operation, 
but  this  will  be  done  in  a  way  that  protects  the  water  supply  and 
will  meet  all  applicable  federal  and  state  regulations. 
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27.  Host  of  the  on-base  buildings,  except  for  the  housing  units,  are 
heated  by  steae  supplied  by  the  central  heating  plant.  How  that 
plans  have  been  dropped  to  replace  this  facility.  It  wist  reaaln  In 
continuous  operation  Indefinitely,  If  reuse  Is  a  viable 
consideration.  Without  heating,  these  buildings  would  rapidly 
deteriorate  In  this  cllaate.  Due  to  the  age  and  poor  condition  of 
this  facility  can  It  be  expected  to  safely  eeet  these  needs?  Is  this 
facility  currently  In  coepllance  with  health,  safety  and  eelsslon 
standards  and  can  It  aeet  future  standards? 

See  response  22. 

28.  What  weight  does  the  "Reuse  EIS"  carry  with  it?  Is  the  Departeent  of 
defense  liable  for  environmental  Impacts  that  may  be  discovered  as 
that  study  Is  conducted?  Is  funding  available  to  mediate  problems  at 
that  stage  of  the  closure  process? 

The  reuse  EIS  will  address  socio-economic  impacts  in  conjunction  with 
impacts  of  eventual  reuse.  Funding  will  be  obtained  to  cleanup  any 
facility  that  is  a  hazard  to  public  health  prior  to  transfer  of  that 
facility  at  any  time  in  the  process. 

29.  In  fact,  the  closure  of  Chanute  will  result  In  the  abandonment  of  7 
hazardous  waste  sites,  numerous  other  environmental  hazards  and 
hundreds  of  empty  buildings.  How  can  this  be  construed  as 
beneficial?  The  Closure  EIS  must  consider  the  real,  long-term, 
environmental  hazards,  which  will  be  left  behind  In  the  form  of:  1) 
useless  buildings  and  prohibitive  costs  to  demolish  due  to  asbestos 
contamination  and  2)  waste  dumps,  whose  contents  haven’t  even  been 
catalogued,  which  aren’t  considered  a  problem  because  they  aren’t 
leaking  yet. 

The  IRP  is  independent  of  the  closure  of  Chanute  Air  Force  Base  and 
will  continue  after  the  base  closes.  The  caretaker  contract  will 
maintain  facilities  until  reuse.  This  maintenance  will  prevent  undue 
deterioration  of  buildings  and  possible  release  of  asbestos  or  other 
hazardous  materials.  If  the  ultimate  decision  is  to  demolish 
facilities,  such  as  Chapman  Courts,  hazardous  materials  will  be 
removed  in  accordance  with  federal  and  state  regulations  prior  to 
demolition. 

30.  White  Hall  Is  a  perfect  example.  Does  the  Department  of  Defense 
really  think  that  someone  else  will  take  responsibility  for  this 
monstrosity? 


Same  response  as  1. 
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31.  The  premise  of  the  EIS  appears  to  be  that,  with  the  closure  of 
Chanute,  there  will  be  no  further  effects  upon  the  groundwater 
resources  of  the  area.  In  reality,  the  closure  of  Chanute  will  leave 
nine  water  wells  tapped  Into  the  water  supply  of  over  100,000  people, 
with  no  entity  In  responsible  charge.  These  wells,  and  the  potential 
for  contamination  from  the  hazardous  waste  sites  on  the  base,  pose  a 
real  threat  to  this  water  supply.  Upon  closure,  who  will  be 
responsible  for  the  safety  of  these  nine  well  sites? 

Same  response  as  26. 

32.  Reference  Is  made  to  a  hazardous  waste  storage  site,  which  Is 
apparently  used  to  store  hazardous  wastes  on  either  a  temporary  or 
permanent  basis.  1)  Where  Is  this  site  located  and  what  Is  Its  exact 
purpose?  2}  What  Is  the  status  of  the  EPA  permit  that  has  been 
applied  for?  3)  What  Is  the  status  of  the  closure,  post-closure 
plan,  and  what  are  the  details  of  that  plan? 

The  Hazardous  Waste  Storage  facility  (HWSF)  is  located  in  the  test 
cells  in  the  southeast  portion  of  the  base,  (see  figure  3.6)  These 
concrete  structures  stove  the  hazardous  waste  until  such  a  time  that 
it  is  documented  then  transported  to  a  hazardous  waste  disposal 
facility.  Currently  the  Facility  operates  under  State  of  Illinois 
Part  B  permit  (IL1570024157) .  This  permit  is  in  the  process  of 
renewal . 

The  closure  plan  identifies  all  steps  that  will  be  necessary  to 
partially  close  the  HWSF  at  any  point  during  its  intended  operating 
life,  and  to  completely  close  the  HWSF  at  the  end  of  it’s  operating 
life.  The  closure  plan  is  designed  to  ensure  that  the  Facility  will 
not  require  further  maintenance  and  controls  after  closure.  The  plan 
is  Intended  to  minimize  and  eliminate  threats  to  human  health  and  the 
environment  upon  completion  of  closure. 

A  post-closure  plan  will  not  be  needed  because  this  permit  only 
addresses  a  storage  facility.  All  wastes  will  be  removed  and  the 
storage  areas  will  be  decontaminated  at  closure. 

33.  PCB  contaminated  transformers  and  capacitors  are  to  be  Identified  In 
a  survey  to  be  conducted  In  October,  1989.  The  Village  of  Rantoul 
hereby  formally  requests  a  copy  of  that  survey.  1)  Is  the  survey 
completed?  If  not,  what  Is  the  specific  date  that  this  survey  will 
be  completed?  2)  How  will  the  contaminated  capacitors  and 
transformers  be  disposed  of,  and  what  schedule  will  be  followed?  3) 
Are  funds  available  to  eliminate  this  hazard?  4)  Are  there  any  other 
areas  which  may  have  been  contaminated  by  PCB  containing  fluids  such 
as  hydraulic  oil? 

A  copy  of  the  survey  will  be  provided.  The  PCB  survey  has  been 
completed  and  Chanute  AFB  has  52  devices  that  are  PCB  or  PCB  - 
contaminated.  These  devices  will  be  removed  or  otherwise  made 
non-PCB  in  accordance  with  applicable  regulations.  This  cleanup  will 
be  funded  by  the  Air  Force. 
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34.  Reference  Is  aade  to  a  survey  to  be  eade  In  1990  to  catalog  all 
asbestos  containing  Materials  on  the  base.  The  Village  of  Rantoul 
hereby  foraally  requests  a  copy  of  that  survey.  1)  What  Is  the 
specific  schedule  for  the  completion  of  that  survey?  2)  What  Is  the 
specific  time  frame  for  remediation  of  the  hazardous  asbestos  that  Is 
found  In  the  survey?  3)  Are  funds  available  to  complete  this  work? 

4)  What  Is  the  potential  environmental  risk  of  asbestos  laden 
buildings  that  are  left  to  deteriorate  and  decay?  This  Issue  should 
be  addressed  now  and  not  considered  part  of  the  reuse  EIS,  since  many 
^  the  older  buildings  have  no  market  value  and  will  be  left  unused 
forever ! 

The  asbestos  survey  is  funded  and  will  begin  in  January  1990. 

Results  should  be  obtained  by  August  1990  and  will  be  available  to 
all  interested  parties.  The  caretaker  contract  will  maintain 
facilities  to  prevent  deterioration  and  possible  release  of  hazardous 
materials.  All  hazardous  materials  that  pose  a  health  threat  will  be 
removed  prior  to  transfer. 

35.  Reference  Is  made  to  a  management  plan  for  the  77  known  underground 
storage  tanks  (USTs).  1)  What  Is  the  timetable  for  completion  of 
this  plan?  2)  Is  funding  available  to  test,  upgrade  and/or  replace 
these  tanks?  3)  Is  funding  available  to  remediate  any  contamination 
that  Is  found  due  to  leaking  tanks?  4)  The  statement  Is  made  that 
"Abandoned  USTs,  those  no  longer  in  service,  are  generally  programmed 
for. removal  In  conjunction  with  the  IRP  or  other  04M  Air  Force 
programs*.  What  is  meant  by  "generally*?  What  Is  the  timetable  for 
these  other  programs? 

The  Underground  Storage  Tank  Management  Plan  will  be  completed  by 
April  1990.  The  plan  includes  an  inventory  of  tanks  on  base,  their 
construction  and  capacity.  The  plan  will  include  recommendations  on 
whether  the  USTs  are  required  for  current  operations.  The 
underground  storage  tank  testing  is  funded.  All  active  tanks  will  be 
leak  tested  to  make  sure  they  are  not  leaking  contaminants  into  the 
surrounding  soil.  There  are  currently  29  abandoned  USTs  that  are  to 
be  removed. 

36.  Several  of  the  oil /water  separators  now  in  operation  on  the  base  are 
receiving  surface  water  run-off  from  areas  contaminated  with  fuels. 
One  is  In  the  900  Area,  at  the  bulk  fuel  training  site  and  one  is  at 
the  fire  school.  1)  If  these  units  are  to  taken  from  service,  what 
Is  the  schedule  for  decontaminating  the  sites  they  serve?  2)  If  they 
are  to  remain  in  service,  who  will  operate  them? 

Any  oil /water  separator  that  needs  to  be  maintained  after  the  base 
closes  will  be  under  the  caretaker  maintenance  program.  The 
decontamination  of  the  oil /water  separators  will  be  done  according  to 
state  and  federal  EPA  requirements. 
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37.  Reference  is  made  to  a  year-long  radon  survey.  The  Village  hereby 
requests  a  copy  of  this  survey  report.  1)  What  is  the  timetable  for 
conpletion  of  this  survey?  2)  Is  funding  available  to  conduct  this 
survey?  3)  Is  funding  available  to  remediate  any  problems  reveeled? 

The  Radon  survey  is  funded.  The  Radon  survey  will  begin  this  winter. 
The  data  collection  will  require  12  months  and  the  anc’ysis  will  take 
three  to  four  months.  The  results  should  be  available  in  March  or 
April  1991.  Remediation  requirements  will  need  to  be  addressed  at 
that  time. 

38.  The  following  comments  and  questions  apply  to  all  7  sites  and  all 
abandoned  underground  storage  tanks  identified  in  paragraph  3.7.2 
Site  Descriptions.  1)  What  is  the  time  line  for  completion  and 
mediation  of  the  IRP  Program  at  Chanute  A.F.B.  2)  Is  funding 
available  to  complete  this  program?  3)  Within  this  overall  program, 
how  will  priorities  be  established  to  determine  which  bases  receive 
funding  first?  4)  Will  a  closed  facility  such  as  Chanute  receive  the 
same  consideration  as  an  operating  base? 

The  IRP  will  continue  to  be  an  active  program  at  Chanute  AFB  until 
all  of  the  sites  have  been  thoroughly  investigated.  Investigation 
results  will  be  studied  to  determine  locations  where  remedial  actions 
(cleanups)  are  needed.  Feasibility  studies  will  be  done  to  determine 
the  most  appropriate  remedial  action  and  then  the  remedial  action 
will  be  carried  out.  When  remedial  actions  are  complete,  the  Air 
Force  will  monitor  the  sites  as  necessary  to  assure  the  ei activeness 
of  the  remedial  action.  In  some  cases,  long-term  monitoring  from  5 
to  as  many  as  30  year  may  be  needed.  All  of  the  work  accomplished  by 
the  IRP  is  coordinated  with  both  Illinois  State  EPA  and  US  EPA, 

Region  V.  Chanute  AFB  will  receive  the  same  consideration  for 
funding  as  an  active  installation  based  on  a  worst  first  analysis. 

39.  Reference  is  made  to  five  abandoned  tanks  that  won’t  be  removed  due 
to  congested  piping.  This  is  not  an  acceptable  solution.  Without 
proper  abandonment,  these  tanks  are,  or  will  eventually  become,  a 
hazard  and  a  liability.  If  any  leakage  or  spills  have  occurred  at 
these  tanks  are,  or  will  eventually  become,  a  hazard  and  a  liability. 
If  any  leakage  or  spills  have  occurred  at  these  tanks,  the  only  means 
of  removing  any  soil  contamination  around  the  tank  is  by  removing  it. 

Currently  a  funded  project  is  underway  to  modify  existing  tanks  so 
the  products  in  two  of  the  tanks  can  be  removed.  This  will  allow  the 
removal  of  all  five  tanks  at  once.  The  removal  should  occur  in  1990. 


40.  The  Village  of  Rantoul  hereby  requests  copies  of  all  monitoring 

reports  from  sampling  of  the  existing  monitoring  wells,  copies  of  all 
future  reports  from  on-going  phases  of  the  work  and  written  replies 
to  the  previous  questions  concerning  the  completion  dates  for  these 
programs. 

Any  studies,  surveys,  or  reports  that  were  requested  at  the  public 
hearing  will  be  made  available  specifically  to  the  person  or  agency 
that  made  the  request.  Air  Force  environmental  programs  are  open  to 
public  review. 
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RECIONAI.  OFFICE  OF  EDUCATION 

aUMrAICN.rOKOOOUNTlU 

•Mflf 

XaMMt.  llliMitilMC 

rfewMifi  tn- tti*  jtM  f  N«  otMw*  nwmim 

CNAtUSN  lUTTON. 

liNVIRONMCNTAL  IMPACT  HCABINC 


RttCvnc  Cc4arai  dtctslon*  about  Chanutt  Air  Foret  batt  hawt  crttctd  Mjor  eonctm* 
about  cht  i«btcc  of  (ht  bttt  clotlnt  o«  ttwtral  o(  cht  aciiool  dlttrlcct  in  tbit 
geourapbie  arta.  Thtat  (tdvral  dwcitiona  haut  alao  creactil  an  tacrtMly  abort 
c iM  (rasa  to  analyst  the  financial  and  tdueacional  inpace  on  chtat  atudantt* 
ctacbcrK.  acboola.  and  dlatrleca.  Tht  initial  ctatarch  eitarly  indicatat  chat 
nuawrout  ctaching  poticiona  will  bt  eliatnatcd  in  a  nuobtr  o/  Jiaerieca  and  cfta 
financial  baat  which  aupporta  our  achooi  dlatrlcta  will  bt  draatlcally  rtductd. 

In  ch«  two  Jargaat  dlatrlcta*  appronlMtoly  110  coaching*  guidanct*  library*  and 
adniniatr^tivt  ptraonntl  will  bt  rtltattd  fro*  chair  etncracta  in  tht  none  1*1 
yvjra.  Sineo  thtao  dlatrlcta  hawt  alao  aaptritnetd  cht  noraai  dtcilning 
anrollotnc  patctrn  that  note  of  our  lllinoia  teboola  hawt  boon  taptritnclng  during 
cht  laat  dtcadt*  cht  facultlta  in  chtat  dlatrlcta  art  aaptritnetd  and  ttnior 
■tnbora  of  our  proftaaion.  Unfortunattly  chia  will  roaulc  in  nany  toaebtra  bting 
rtloaatd  with  oort  than  IS  ytara  of  ttaebinc  taptrltnet  in  chair  hoani  dlatrlcta 
and  in  Lllinoia.  In  (act.  ntarly  30  ttachtra  of  thia  eotal  130  ttaehtr  alat  group 
My  bo  in  chip  eoctiery.  Tht  probability  of  thtao  toaebtra  finding  now  ttachlng 
poaltiona  in  our  lllinoia  achoola  will  bt  difficult. 

Tht  aehool  diatriet  financial  baat  will  bt  ntgatlwtiy  lupaettd  and  thrtoctntd  in 
ehia  ar«.i.  The  circuaacancto  of  Chonutt  cloaing  will  alao  rtduct  tht 


•arhet  valut  of  all  rtaldontlai  rtal  tacaco  ip  chia  laMdlact  rtglon  cooprlaad  of 
hantoul  and  tUn  aurroundlng  eotauoitlta.  tho  ochool  dlatrict  aaaoootd  valut  taa 
boat  will  atrioualy  dtciint.  Tba  atata  aid  foraula*  afctr  tho  3  ytor  ovoraging 
factor  hofl  boon  eonauaad.  will  rtaulc  in  oaccaordlnary  low  lowoia  of  otaco  aid 
for  thooo  diactleca.  within  tho  none  b  •  8  ytors.  algnifleont  incvoaooo  in  local 
property  canto  will  bo  notdod  for  thooo  aehoolo.  If  ChanuCt  eloooa  odditlonal 
atato  aoalotanct  and  fadoral  aoalacanca  will  bt  rtdulrtd.  it  aotsa  elaar  that 
atata  and  fedtral  logiolatlan  nay  bt  rtdulrtd  to  anoiat  thtao  achoola  in  chia 
procoaa . 

Tho  ftdtral  CavornMne*  tho  u.  S.  Congrtso  and  tho  Unicod  Scatto  Air  Foret  havo 
long  btttt  coMitcad  to  providing  duality  tducational  prograna.  Thia  cenutnonc 
alao  tnlata  at  cht  local  achooi  district  level  In  chia  gtographle  area. 

Our  local  co—unitiaa  hava  dtnonatracad  chair  eeamentne  by  providing  cht  otetsaarv 
tan  rtvtnut  to  support  our  loeal  aehool  dlatrlcta.  Tht  ntgacivt  and  draacie 
iaipact  of  Chanuca  eloaing  on  cht  acudtnca  and  aeaff  ntantra  in  our  local 

eouBuniCita  can  nafc  ia  illiiait  tn-Aappon. 


t  have  actachad  a  copy  of  tho  atudanc  anrollnnnt  lapaec  of  Chanuca  doting  on  ten 
of  our  local  achooi  dlatricea.  A  aunnary  of  that  data  lodlcatoo  a  pocontlal  leaa 
of  2400  of  cha  6100  atudonca*  or  lOS.  tbrellad  In  cheat  can  aehool  dlatrlcta. 


1  raapacttully  rtdutat  your  conaidtrotlon  in  ragard  to  this  criata.  Wo  art  proud 
of  our  achoola  and  do  not  wont  to  too  chon  doocroyed  by  •  Congroooienal  doelaton 
boaod  on  inaccurate  infonuclen. 

Subaictod  by: 

Chorlts  N.  Sutton 
Rtgienoi  Suptrintondtnc 

n.lJCF.WTAPTfSrCOKPAItT  rwdOLUtltlT  IHPACT  OUtCTl.T  RFI  ATED 
TO  THE  CLDSUbE  OF 
CHAhUTg  Aid  rOBCR  lASF..  n.tlHOIS 


Student 

Students 

Students 

School  Dlscrlcc 

Enrol locnc 

wUh  Htlicary 

with  Clwllian 

Tot.!! 

X  Deell 

Parents 

Lotaea 

Rancowl  City  Sch. 

2*43 

1333 

2*4 

1603 

63X 

dancoul  High  Sch. 

990 

2*9 

W6 

*23 

*32 

St.  Dalachy'*  Sch. 

IBO 

*2 

14 

60 

332 

Sucklay-Leda  Sch. 

2*0 

11 

30 

*4 

142 

Thesaaboto  Sch.  Diet.  243 

2* 

20 

** 

162 

Ludlow  Sch.  Olic. 

136 

13 

6 

21 

132 

rishtr  Sch.  Oiic. 

326 

21 

11 

32 

62 

— 

— 

— 

— 

*ToCOlo 

*431 

1720 

309 

2229 

*6X 

*(Sce  odditiong  bnlowl 

Ooto  vao  net  ovalloblt  Iron  scheolo  In  Arnstrong.  ForoMc.  Ptntan  and  Pralrlovltw  when 
thlo  report  wot  cfeattd  on  Januacy  6.  1949.  Thtao  cbUMnltlta  art  a  few  nlita  Iron 
Rancoul  and  Chanuca  and  will  rtctlvt  a  analltr  ntgatlvt  Inpacc. 

TMt  rtdueiloh  of  *61  In  thtao  achoola  will  result  In  a  toaehtrfeounatUr/adnlnlatrbto 
suport  ptraonntl  riduccion  of  130  eartlfUd  ptraonntl.  including  eur  1*3  coaching 
poticlona.  Tha  aanior  actcut  of  thtao  facultioo  in  tho  two  Rantoul  Olattlcta  will  m# 
ihoa  taaehaea  with  16-22  ytara  of  anpaclanca  will  bo  roitoaad  wiihln  the  none  ihrao  y 


lint  table  available  as  of  chit  dote*  Jon.  6.  1949 

••  faatun  Unit  Oiat.  1081  M  10*  WS  162 

»•  Clffurd  Crate  Sch  U»l  4  I*  22  1*^ 

••  Panllvid  Grade  _ M  ^ 

••  pewtHtd  Total>  4161  140*  622  2*31  39* 

T57T785) 

*Thi«  ftatiatical  rtpocc  was  raltoood  by  Mr.  Chortao  Sutton.  Ragtonol  Super incondtnc  o 
Schools  (or  Ford  and  Chanpalgn  Countlaa  in  lllinoia  on  Fclday.  January  6.  1949. 
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cttitir 

Dimtkx  U7 
Ctiwyiif  Cl— ly 
OAVa>  0.  CUS50N. 

48t  Em  WAmk  A—M t 

Hantoul.  jilittflia  G1BG6 

Nov«nD*r  16.  1909 

Hs.  CAthArin*  Hitehina 
HO  ATc/oeev 

BultamQ  661.  Room  li? 

RAfidolpn  AFB.  Ttx«o  70t50>SOOI 

OtAr  Ms.  Hi tenina. 

1  wouio  Hrst  lik«  to  •xprosa  my  approelAtlen  for  tho  opportunity 
to  pivr  input  to  tnp  Air  Trsinino  ConmAno  portAlnino  to  tn* 
•nvironmontAi  impACt  stAtomcnt.  I  «m  JoLnon  Flock.  Vies  President  of 
tr>t  BoAro  of  Eoucotton  of  Rontoul  City  Senoois.  District  No.  137.  On 
OPhAif  of  Our  BoAro.  staff  ono  stuQonts.  I  would  liko  to  su99«st  tnot 
it  IS  vtry  difficult  to  soPArotA  th#  Anvironm ontAl  impAct  from 
socioAconofflie  as  fir  as  our  scnoois  or*  conesmso.  In  tsnss  of 
ovsrAii  ifflpACt.  Our  clAiiioAtAry  seneoi  system  will  os  osvAstAtsd  m 
compArison  to  wnot  it  is  tooAy.  vp  project  that  A  AddltioAAl  senoois 
will  oe  closed  out  of  the  remAinino  6..  tt  is  oovious  tms  will  have 
enormous  socioeconomic  impact  as  well  as  environmental  witn  4  -  S 
empty  oui Idings. 

Since  tnis  is  an  Cnv i ronmental  Impact  Hearing.  I  would  like  to 
limit  my  comments  to  2  areas  tnat  either  nave  already  been  swntioneo 
or  will  oe  mentioned  oy  otner  individuals.  Our  school  district  will 
oe  faced  with  a  decision  of  unetner  or  not  to  keep  utilities  turned  on 
AAo  provide  constant  maintenance  of  water  and  sewer  systems  in  each 
ouiiding  or  turn  tnem  off.  V#  guastion  unetner  tne  district  will  oe 
aoie  to  afford  the  utility  costs,  due  to  a  projected  financial  loss  of 
70%.  The  impact  of  oeereasing  the  operation  of  4  senoois  on  our 
current  sewage  ana  water  treatment  plant  that  the  village  of  Rantoui 
ana  Chanute  nave  jointly  oeveiopeo.  along  with  the  Air  Force  net 
participating  at  tne  same  level,  is  of  grave  concern,  y  are 
concerned  because  we  do  not  feel  this  type  of  infonsation  was 
considered  in  the  original  study.  If  closure  must  beeosM  a  raallty. 
we  feel  very  strongly  the  Air  Force  has  an  obligation  to  continue  to 
participate  in  the  waste  water  treatoient  plant  and  some  type  of 
assistance  to  the  local  school  systems  to  help  maintain  the 
maintenance  ana  operation  of  empty  buildings.  The  current  projected 
assistance  from  Section  3e  under  the  Impact  Aid  Law  will  last  only 
three  years  once  tne  district  experiences  a  decrease  of  10%  or  more  in 
any  one  year.  That  year  will  constitute  the  bass  funding  year.  Other 
communities  tnat  nave  experieneto  reuse  and  development,  suggest  that 
It  takes  a  minimum  of  10  years  and  sometimes  20  years  before  full 
redevelopment  can  occur.  If  this  is  the  ease  and  the  district  is 
unable  to  afford  the  operetlon  and  meintenanee  of  utilities,  weter. 
sewage  systems,  etc.,  it  cow lo  mean  total  renovation  or  rteenstruetion 
for  a  senooi  ouiiding  to  properly  meet  exipting  Illinois  cooes,  we 
feel  there  is  a  moral  coiigation  on  the  part  of  the  Department  of 


Defense  to  assist  our  schools  ovor  a  tong  period  of  time  with  this 
problem  rather  than  suggest  diminished  3e  funding  under  Impact  Aid. 

The  other  area  of  concern  is  essoeleted  with  the  prodiem  of 
«sbestos  contained  in  base  facilities.  It  is  my  understanding  the  Air 
Force  does  meet  current  regulations  and  does  provide  a  suitable 
environment  for  its  people  concerning  the  asoestes  issue.  Howevor. 
are  very  eoncernoo  tnat  If  current  facilities  do  not  meet  necessary 
facility  recuirements  for  incoming  industry,  then  renovation  will  neeo 
to  occur.  Qnce  th«  current  asoescoo  is  disturbed  by  renovation,  tt 
win  oe  necessary  for  expensive  aoatement  reowirements.  Obviously  if 
renovation  is  necessary,  current  facilities  could  be  a  big  deterrent 
to  industry  unless  reductions  are  experienced  In  purchase  costs. 

Again,  tne  fact  tnat  these  cost  estimates  ware  not  takan  Into  account 
in  considering  fair  market  value,  has  skewed  In  our  opinion  the 
original  cost  estimates  and  closure  decision.  Wa  aswima  that  soma 
currant  faciiitias  will  maat  industry  damanos  and  as  long  as  currant 
asoascos  is  malntainad.  than  abatamant  would  not  be  necessary.  Wa 
still  fael  that  a  vary  oataiiao  cost  analysis  should  ba  made 
eonearning  anvironmantal  impact  as  wall  as  poeieeconomie.  It  is  vary 
difficult  to  unoarstano  wny  tnase  studlep  ware  not  done  prior  to  the 
ease  closure  decision. 

In  connection  with  the  asoestes  Issue,  sesm'of  our  schools 
contain  asoestes  tile.  In  the  event  that  the  district  cannot  afford 
to  keep  utilities  and  water  —  sewage  systems  in  proper  maintenance 
over  a  period  of  time,  there  is  a  very  real  possibility  that  the  tile 
will  come  loose  due  to  extreme  weather  conditions  with  utilities 
turned  off.  If  this  were  to  happen,  and  the  buildings  would  be  needed 
for  reuse  if  ana  wnen  the  ease  is  redeveloped,  there  would  be 
extensive  renovation  and/'er  reconstruction  costs  Aie  to  asbestos 
abatement.  The  impact  on  the  environment  with  the  faellltleo  in  thie 
eonoition  would  also  oe  very  unoesiraoie.  Again,  wp  believe  there  is 
a  moral  obligation  for  tne  Department  of  Defense  to  assist  the  schools 
in  maintaining  these  buildings  until  redevelopment  occurs.  I 
appreciate  the  opportunity  to  give  input  to  the  panel  and  I  havp 
copies  of  these  comments,  along  with  other  information  that  we  would 
Ilk#  to  leave  for  your  official  records. 

Thank  you  for  your  interest  and  consideration. 

Sincerely. 

I 

JoLeen  Flaex.  vice  President 
Board  of  education 
Rantoui  City  Schools.  1137 
Rantoui ,  IL 


JF:na 
Cnci . 


ExMbitS 


41.  Recent  federal  decisions  about  Chanute  Air  Force  Base  have  created 

■ajor  concerns  about  the  Inpact  of  the  base  closing  on  several  of  the 
school  districts  In  this  geographic  area.  These  federal  decisions 
have  also  created  an  extrenely  short  time  frame  to  analyze  the 
financial  and  educational  Impact  on  these  students,  teachers,  schools 
and  districts.  The  Initial  research  clearly  indicates  that  numerous 
teaching  positions  will  be  eliminated  In  a  number  of  districts  and 
the  financial  base  which  supports  our  school  districts  will  be 
drastically  reduced. 

Same  response  as  1. 
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42.  We  project  that  4  additional  schools  will  be  closed  out  of  the 
remaining  6.  It  Is  obvious  this  will  have  enormous  socioeconomic 
Impact  as  well  as  environmental  with  4  -  5  empty  buildings. 

Same  response  as  1. 

43.  Our  school  district  win  be  faced  with  a  decision  of  whether  or  not 
to  keep  utilities  turned  on  and  provide  constant  maintenance  of  water 
and  sewer  systems  In  each  building  or  turn  them  off. 

Same  response  as  1. 

44.  We  question  whether  the  district  win  be  able  to  afford  the  utility 
costs,  due  to  a  projected  financial  loss  of  70X. 

Same  response  as  1. 

45.  The  other  area  of  concern  Is  associated  with  the  problem  of  asbestos 
contained  In  base  facilities. 

Air  Force  policy  is  that  there  will  not  be  a  transfer  of  any  property 
with  asbestos  that  constitutes  immediate  health  hazard. 

46.  We  still  feel  that  a  very  detailed  cost  analysis  should  be  made 
concerning  environmental  Impact  as  well  as  socioeconomic. 

Same  as  response  1. 

47.  In  connection  with  the  asbestos  Issue,  some  of  our  schools  contain 
asbestos  tile.  In  the  event  that  the  district  cannot  afford  to  keep 
utilities  and  water  —  sewage  system  In  proper  maintenance  over  a 
period  of  time,  there  Is  a  very  real  possibility  that  the  tile  will 
come  loose  due  to  extreme  weather  conditions  with  utilities  turned 
off. 


Same  response  as  1. 
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Coo4  Cvtnlng.  Ny  iimic  la  Ktii  Haach.  1  aa  tha  Oiractor  of  Scuaanc 
Sarvicat  at  KancouJL  Towaahla  Hlth  School.  Hy  eooaaacs  ara  praaancad 
00  Pahalf  oi  owr  97S  atwiaitta*  our  acaff«  ouf  Soar4  of  Cdueaclon  and 
our  co—Mwity .  riaaaa  lae  oa  raad  cha  followlog  dafloicloo. 

Coairotwowc  (n)  1:  tha  eirc«aacancaa«  ohjacca*  or  coodlcioea  by  uhtch 
Ofia  la  aurroundad;  Z:  tha  aggragaca  of  aocloi  and  cultural  con- 
dtciooa  that  influanca  tha  lifa  of  ao  iodividual  or  coo^nlcy. 

Tha  Oofarcaaoc  of  Oafaoaa  chrough  tha  Air  Forca  haa  dacldad  that  thla 
public  gacharing  ahould  ba  called  an  "CautroMaancal  loyact  Haactng'*. 

X  can  undaracand  tha  tamiaology  '*aovtro«oancal  lonacc"  hath  in  tha  ah- 
•cracc  and  in  tha  solid  clarity  of  raal  uorld  applications  as  auldancad 
by  Cha  daflniclon  cakan  froa  Nr.  Uabstar's  dictionary.  Houavar,  I 
cannot  undarstand  '’doublaspaak"  and  "allltary^da"  which  lioita  a  study 
of  anwlronaancal  lopacc  to  things  or  conditions  and  axcludas  tha  paopia 
factor. 

Tha  discussion  of  hacardous  uasta*  aahaacoa  and  othar  potantially  dangar- 
otfS  conditions  praaant  on  tha  baoa  la  loporcanc  and  probably  should 
hawa  baan  addrasaad  at  a  nuch  aarllar  data,  iut  tha  discussion  of  an- 
vironaantal  inpact  oust  ba  axpandad  to  Inclnda  cha  dawaacating  affact  of 


a  basa  closura  on  tha  paopia  of  this  coMunity  in  ganaral  and  oora 
specifically  -  tha  studanta  and  taachars  in  our  school  syscan. 

There  ara  chirtean  school  districts  in  the  area  that  will  ha  affactad 
by  tha  closure  of  Chanuta.  Wa  antlclpata  a  loan  of: 

24)1  studanta  (39t) 

145  taaching  poaiclona 
40  aducntlonal  aupport  parsannal 
$1.7  nlllion  faOaral  Incoaa 
ty.k  nllltoir  scaca  tneoM 

Taken  aaparacaly  any  one  of  tbaaa  leaaaa  could  ba  carsMd  craunatle.  If 
not  catastrophic.  Each  one  of  chase  losses  craataa  a  "rtppla  affect** 
far  beyond  the  innadlata  ham.  Of  tha  145  taachars  who  will  lose  thair 
jobs  73  will  bs  virtually  un-anployabla  In  thair  choaan  profaeslon  be¬ 
cause  of  chair  length  of  aarwlca.  Thasa  caochars  will  have  to  althar 
move  out  of  state  or  rt-traln  for  another  profaeslon.  In  etcher  inataoc 
tha  Rantoul  area  is  a  leatr. 

3na  can  only  eoncluda  that  cha  anvlronnancal  Inpacc  goes  far  beyond  PCS 
tabastoa  and  unused  gas  tanka.  In  ny  opinion  cho  Dapartnont  of  Dafanaa 

and  the  Air  Korea  would  ba  nagllganc  cs  Unit  tha  eanaldaraclon 
anwironnantal  inpacc  to  things  and  txcluda  paopia.  I  raalica  ( 
chare  will  ba  a  future  hearing  to  focus  on  chooo  "aocto  icanon 
factors.  Plaaaa  tall  us  why  cha  poopls  in  thia  cunvnnlty  and 
studanta  ara  tha  laai  alananc  to  ha  conaldamd  uhan  It  is  toe 
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48.  The  discussion  of  hazardous  waste,  asbestos  and  other  potentially 
dangerous  conditions  present  on  the  base  Is  inportant  and  probably 
should  have  been  addressed  at  a  euch  earlier  date. 

Comment  noted 

49.  But  the  discussion  of  environmental  Impact  must  be  expanded  to 
Include  the  devastating  effect  of  a  base  closure  on  the  people  of 
this  community  In  general  and  more  specifically  -  the  students  and 
teachers  In  our  school  system. 

Same  response  as  1. 

50.  Please  tell  us  why  the  people  In  this  community  and  our  students  are 
the  last  element  to  be  considered  when  It  Is  too  late  to  Impact  any 
real  decision. 

Closure  of  Chanute  AFB  was  not  on  Air  Force  decision.  Comment  noted. 


WWI»00 

Armur  f 

Ktoncm  Mod9<in 


Bhmt  C.  AiMft 

RANTOUL  TOWNSHIP  0«M  M.  f  raoMn 

RtniMfA  Htftfieru 

101  S  GAAAAAO  ST  JOlWi  H.  (JacAl  JOAM 

AANtOUL.  ItLIHOtS 


AOAO  COMMitSiOMCA 

K«nn«m  Scnfflidt 


Nov«ab«r  2.  1919 
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Hayor  Kaey  Podairosi 
V  i  I  laga  o(  Raacoul 
333  S .  Taanar  Sc . . 

RantouL.  lllinoka  61046 

Subjacc:  Draft  EnvtroA««Aca 

Scataaanc  for  tha 
Chanuta  Air  Forca 


-Vo  ^5 


I  lapact 
Cioaura  of 

Oaaa 


I 

I 

I 

I 

I 


Oaar  Racy: 

Wa  ara  in  receipt  of  cha  abova  aancionad  Env i ronaanc a  I 
Impact  Scacaaant  iaauad  io  SapcaaOar  1909,  by  cha  U . S . 

Air  Forca. 

In  ravtawing  this  raporc  with  a  long  ctaa  aaployaa  of 
iha  Air  Forca,  tcacionad  ac  Chanuca  for  a  nuabar  of  yaart. 
wa  wara  unabia  co  idancify  a  landfill  ehac  waa  uaad  aa* 
canaiaaly  during  1900*1960  within  tha  raport. 

This  Landfill  ia  locatad  in  tha  far  southaaac  cornar  of 
of  cha  Chanuca  araa,  iaaadiacaly  aaac  and  touch  of  cha 
TciC  Calls  locatad  in  that  araa  of  cha  lata.  Ic  appaart 
chac  this  landfill  aiighc  contain  ouch  of  everything  utad 
in  uparating  aircraft,  ate.,  ouch  of  which  bay  now  hava 
dacayad,  acc . 

Parhapt  you  ara  alraady  awara  of  this  and  it  aay  not  ba 
taporcanc  ac  this  scaga,  but  I  thought  1  would  pats  chit 
inforaacion  along  to  you  in  avant  it  thoild  ba  brought 
to  tosaona't  attancion. 


Sincara  ly . 


e c  ^  F r  ank  Ell iot  t 
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STATEMEMT  OF  COtICUSSMAN  ED  NAOXCAM 
ENVIROKMOITAI.  IMPACT  STATZHENT  XZVZEM  nEETINC 
NOVEMIEA  It,  !»•» 

Aa  you  roviov  this  initial  anvironaontal  iapaet 
statonant  raqardtnq  cnanuta,  I  btllava  you  will  find  that  tha 
aatiaatad  cotta  ara  low  and  that  tha  flquraa  uaad  in  this 
raport  ara  in  naod  of  local  aaaiatanea  to  provide  aero 
current  inforaation.  Unfortunataly.  aa  you  will  note,  thoro 
ara  aany  aapaets  of  elaanup  that  raaaln  unldontlfad  with 
unKnown  ceata. 

Tha  Houaa  and  Sanata  eenfaranea  a9rOBaiant  on  thla  yaar'a 
Oartnao  oapartaant  appropriation*  hill  eloorly  oeatoo  CAct 
OERA  ••  tha  Datanao  Envirenaantal  Raatoration  Account,  will 
not  ba  a  sourea  of  tunda  for  eltaninq  up  thoaa  baaaa  that 
hava  baan  propoaod  for  elesuro.  Cleanup  funda  will  bo 
allaqodly  provided  under  the  Rase  Cloaura  Acoeunt  and 
availabla  on  o  worot  case  first  basis.  Tha  'Raao  Cloaura 
Account  is  auppoaod  to  provide  fundo  for  anvlrenaontal 
restoration  ineludlnq  reducing,  ronevlng  ad  raeycllng 
hazardous  wastsa  and  raaoving  unsata  buildings  and  dabrla. 

As  you  all  know,  closing  Chanuto  Air  Forca  Rasa  la  net 
going  to  save  any  Bonsy.  I  do  not'bollovo  the  Rasa  elesuro 
Account  ia  ever  going  to  bo  oolf-ouotalning. 

Last  spring  whan  I  tastlflad  baforo  the  House  Ataad 
sorvtcoa  Coraittoo  EnvironiMntal  Roscerstion  Fanal,  z 
datallad  tha  aany  anvlronaantsl  problaBS  existing  at  Chanuta 
which  would  need  to  bo  elasnsd  up  and  would  bo  very  axponsivo 
to  clean  up.  canaral  Accounting  Office  ropraoontatlvao  took 
this  testiaony  to  Air  Forca  officials  who  stated  they  had  no 
Idea  there  was  this  kind  of  olaanup  to  bo  dona  at  Chanuta. 

Obviously,  It  to  to  your  benafit  to  very  csrafully  roviov 
this  initial  EIS  and  to  provide  further  Inforaation  and  elta 
local  concarne  ovarloekad  in  this  particular  docuaant. 

The  Isgialatlva  battle  to  keep  Chanuta  epon  has  boon 
axtraerdinarily  difficult  boeauso  of  tho  narrow  way  tha  Rasa 
Cloaura  law  was  written.  The  law,  which  I  eppeaod,  does  not 
include  a  previaien  to  eerrset  aistakaa.  Clearly  a  aiataka 
was  Bade  regarding  Chanuta.  It  does  not  aaot  tho  criteria 
and  should  not  bo  on  any  cloaura  list.  I  will  continue  ay 
st forts  with  the  radaral  and  Illinois  Envirenaantal 
Frotaetlon  Aganeiaa  to  identify  fadaral  and  stats  olsanup 
ragulraaants  and  coat  oatlaataa.  You  aay  bo  aosurod  that  I 
ranain  coaaittad  to  tho  tight,  both  in  tha  Cengreos  and  la 
ths  courts. 
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51.  He  were  unable  to  Identify  a  landfill  that  was  used  extensively 

during  1950-1960  within  the  report.  This  landfill  Is  located  In  the 
far  southeast  corner  of  the  Chanute  area.  Immediately  east  and  south 
of  the  Test  Cells  located  In  that  areas  of  the  Base.  It  appears  that 
this  landfill  eight  contain  nuch  of  everything  used  In  operating 
aircraft,  etc.,  euch  of  which  nay  now  have  decayed,  etc. 

The  Installation  Restoration  Program  process  included  interviews  with 
base  personnel,  (both  past  and  present)  familiar  with  past  waste 
disposal  practices.  The  process  also  included  file  searches, 
interviews  with  state  and  federal  agencies,  and  field  and  aerial 
surveys  were  conducted  at  suspected  past  hazardous  waste  activity 
sites.  All  landfill  sites  identified  by  this  process  are  currently 
under  investigation  under  the  Installation  Restoration  Program, 
including  Landfill  #4  in  the  area  described. 
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52. 


53. 


I  believe  you  will  find  that  the  estimated  costs  are  low  and  that  the 
figures  used  In  this  report  are  In  need  of  local  assistance  to 
provide  more  current  Information.  Unfortunately,  as  you  will  note, 
there  are  many  aspects  of  cleanup  that  remain  unidentified  with 

unknown  costs. 


The  Air  Force  will  cleanup  buidings,  grounds,  and  any  contaminated 
sites  that  constitute  a  health  hazard  in  compliance  with  federal  and 
state  regulations.  Funding  for  this  required  cleanup  will  be 
provided.  It  is  in  the  best  interest  of  the  Air  Force  to  have  quick 
and  appropriate  cleanup  of  any  contaminated  site.  Local  assistance 
to  identify  contaminated  areas  would  be  appreciated. 


The  Base  Closure  Account  Is  supposed  to  provide  funds  for 
environmental  restoration  Including  reducing,  removing  and  recycling 
hazardous  wastes  and  removing  unsafe  buildings  and  debris. 

Funding  for  required  cleanups  will  be  provided  by  a  variety  of 
accounts. 


llUnoU  Environmtnul  Protection  Agoncy  r.a  m  «««.  IL  ttiM-nn 
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217/782-3J97 


NevtBiboc  t6i  1989 


UoTOf  Koty  Pe4o|ce«l 
323  8ouc8  Toonor 
Pott  Otrte*  Box  38 
Banteul.  lllUioU  81868 

Door  llayor  PoOagtoali 

Tha  IBPA  icaff  mambar  who  la  pcasaat  chia  avaalai  la  actlag  aa  aa  abaarvat, 
ao  plaaaa  conalCar  thia  latter  out  aiatamant  lor  tha  baatlag  oa  tha  flrat 
EarUoaaiantal  Impaet  Biataaianc  oa  Chaauta  Alt  Potea  Bata. 

Va  apptacUia  iba  coaeatat  aad  tha  tatlout  aatuta  of  tha  poaoiag  actloa  at  Chaaata 
All  Forca  Baaa  by  tha  Oapatcaiaat  of  Oefaaaa. 

llllaola  BPA  hu  tavlawaO  tha  Sapcaaibar,  1989.  Draft  Bavlroamaatal  Impaet 
Siatamaat  for  tha  Cloauca  of  Chaauta  Alt  Potea  Baaa  aad  tacofnlxet  that  llttla 
infoimatloa  It  piovidad  oa  tha  ditpoaitloa  of  tha  prepaity  aad  the  tamadlailoa 
of  tha  ataociatad  aavlioaniaatai  ptablamt.  Howavai,  aceoiding  to  tha  Bxacutira 
Sumaury  of  tha  Saptambar  D81B,  thaaa  Ittaaa  will  ba  addtaaaad  la  depth  la  a 
aaeoad  draft  Eayitoamaatal  laipact  StaiaaMat  that  la  la  piapaiatloa. 

lUlaola  BPA  hu  taqawted  that  tha  Agaacy  ba  hapt  abceut  of  tha  ptngiua  of 
davalopmaot  of  tha  dau  to  ba  uaad  la  tha  aaeoad  doeumaat  u  wall  u  tha  tutua 
of  tha  doeumaat  prapatatloa.  Va  wilt  tlgotoutly  tavlaw  tha  coataata  aad  tha 
eoaelualou  aad  will  commaat  apptoptlataly  whaa  tbit  oaxt  draft  BIB  htfnmaa 
available. 

•  -  -  Blaoaialy.  -  .  . 

Dalbatt  0.  Haachaaiayat  ' 

Deputy  Dlraetoi 

DDH;llO/8-030 

CSNCNT  SMUT 
CMtNUlf  AFB 

onarr  CHyinoNMCMTAL  ii^acT  STATt'MfNT 
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Donald  o.  Wackhocut,  CMSut.  USAT,  Out. 


UHCAMIfAIION/ACEHCT: 

HUASE  CHECK  TYPE  OF  OnCANIfAl  lOHi 

FECIFRAl  AGENCT: _ STATE  ABEnCT: _ lOCAL  CAOUP: _ imOU  HiUAl.  ■ 

MAIIINB  AnOMESS;  >■»"«  Pt»VU.  Pauton.  IL  tObST _ 

TElEPHQHE  WtamEB;  _ 

aiEC*  »«E  If  »0U  WISH  TO  SPEAK  TOCAV.-  "O  -  Smm  atatawant  bulw 
SiaiJECT:  Oaciaion  Procuaa  -  to  cloaa  Chanuta 

CItCK  ICRE  IF  rou  HOUtO  LIKE  A  COPT  OF  Ttt  ENVIKONMCNTAL  IMPACT  STATEKWT. 

TIM  HAT  ALSO  use  this  SICCT  TO  SUBMIT  A  UNITTEN  COHMnT  IN  TK  SPACE  PHOVIOCD 
OELOM.  TOU  hat  turn  TUUH  C(ba«HT  in  at  TiA  CLOSE  OF  THE  MEETIHC  or  semi  II  TO 
IllE  AOONLSS  AT  TIC  UOTTCH  OF  THIS  SHEET.  HRintN  COMHCNTS  HAT  ALSO  HE 
SUUHIIILO  IN  A  LtrTCK  OH  OIICR  FOMWf. 

Ihtt  Air  fore*  di4  not  practico  idMit  it  prooonon.  Coch  yo«r  tho  UlAP  tponda  oo^a-bucks 

on  ProCnntionai  Military  education  (MCI  for  «anier  airoon  throuqh  tha  aanior  officer  ranfca. 

1  . — fK.  ■>.  Tactical  g-r  ‘-■■pMni  rirn  rr»C— V  tor  1-vaati.  On#  ot  tha  ottnarv  tua)acca 
taught  at  all  PHB  iavoia  la  PHOilXH  SOtVINC.  tha  stapo  are  wall  daflnad  4n4  sv^ry  profaaatOB. 

fcduawam  fVhd.,.«ught ■  dhBhVtah^t*  r8h>diaad.>h  8-Ku  at  IftforMaCtiMB  tdP^  prOUa  bcyond 

any  doubt  that  Coaoiasion  oaoDora  did  not  'pathor  all  tha  facta*  (Step  12  of  tha  ^robiao 

So  I  ai  ^  * _ MMbarai  accaotad  data  proaidad  by  tha  Air  forca 

without  a  sinqia  oaobar  viaitinp  Chanuta.  Aa  a  10-yr  AT  katiraa,  I  find  It  vary  difficult 
to  raaoact  tha  intaoricy  of  our  ooat  aanior  Air  rorca  otficara  that  prouidad  *outdatad* 
or  'old  data*  to  tha  Coaaiiaaion.  — —  1  chailanpa  tha  Air  Porca,  apacifically  ATCpto 

«h.  Mi.iior.  IJM,  ot  hiGli  luiinl  uoytiMunt  otfIcUlu  «nd  wnioc  ottienru  to 
Chanuta  and  Lowry  Air  Porea  baaaa.  thay  abouid  ba  idantical.  Suraly  tha  draoatic  lacraaaa 
of  u.m.Bdhwm  mV  f.dS»^ru  uAdblh  HIM  aii  .  Th*  mh  A  *>*^1  Ift  gpOO  OF  Uta  #00009 

la  opan.  haa  to  ba  oacaiy  coincidantai.  1  rapaat.  THt  All  POfCC  DOBS  NOT  PMCTtCB  MHAT  IT 
■—  ■—  -  -  ■  ■  -  -  PWACBSt 

MIL  rOt  M$  CAnCHINC  HirCNiNS 
AlC/OftV 

HANUQtni  APO  TX  ltl9iK9O0f 


Exhibit  10 


54.  Comment  noted. 
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55.  Comment  noted. 
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OMCMI  BCCT 
CHMwK  Ara 

mATT  tNVIlMMMCMTAi.  IITACT  STATtMCNT 

mm,  _ 

(MBAMUATION/AOCNCTi  U)7K>r _ 

MfASE  CHKX  TYM  OF  ORBANiZATlOMt 

FCOffWl  AMNCYi _ ^STATI  ASCNCT, _ LOCAL  CaOUFi  miOlYIDUAL. _ 

MAIL  INS  Afliiiitui  Cert.  IIS  |^ftY\;tyvc/  J'-  _ 

TCLEFMOM  lAAia,  2/7- _ 

CMICX  lOf  IF  YOU  alSM  TO  S«All  TOOATl _ 


SUiif CT I _ 

OKCR  icac  IF  YOU  aouLO  Lixf  a  can  of  tic  enyimomheiital  iicact  statdcnti _ 


YOU  MAY  ALSO  USC  THIS  SICET  TO  SuaciT  A  MITTEN  COMMENT  IN  TM  SMCE  FNOVIOCO 
BELON.  you  may  TUM  TOUR  CONCNI  IN  AT  TIC  ClOSE  OF  TME  MEETIIC  OR  SEND  IT  TO 
THE  MIORESS  AT  THE  BOnOl  OF  THIS  SICET.  MIHEN  COUCIITS  NAY  ALSO  BE 

suBiinco  IN  A  letter  or  oticr  format. 


V>UfBVJU^  UUa.  a  f 


Mil  TOi  MS  CATMCKINC  HlTCHINS 
H9  ATC/OCC¥ 

MMOQLPH  Af8  TX  78ISO-SOOI 
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United  States  Department  of  the  interior 


OFFICC  or  CNVIRONMCNTAL  PMOfECT  REVIEW 
SM$  OEARRORN.  SUITE  Utt 
UIICAGO.  ILLINOIS  MMH 


•/< 


7 


D9C«ib«r  8,  I9M 


H*.  Cxciwrlnr  Htcchtnr 
HQ  ATC/DCtV 

ExiiHoiph  Air  fore«  !••€»  !««••  78iSO»50OI 
D«ar  Ha.  Hlcchtnai 

Tha  OapartaaRC  at  cha  lacartar  haa  raviavaS  tha  Orafx  Rartra—aacal  laract 
Scacaaaac  far  cha  Claaara  at  Chaiiaca  Atr  Parca  laaa,  Chifatta  Ca«Micy, 
llliaaia.  laaaA  aa  aur  cachatcal  aspa^^^**  ^  jurlaRlcclaa  hy  laa*  im  hava 
na  aaaaaaca  aa  cha  drafe  acacaaaac. 

Tha  oyrarcuatcy  ca  ravtaa  chta  dacaaaac  la  arycaciacad. 


Siacaralyi 


Sballa  Nlaar  Matt 

KaatOHai  invlroaaaacai  Ottlear 
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56.  Comment  noted. 
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57.  Comment  noted. 
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OOMM  SHEET 
CMMUn  ATS 

MATT  CNVIftOMtCKTAt.  l»rACT  STATCMCHT 

NAMCt  \Jo1^kj  ^  ^aa/s. 

aNCMIt2ATION/ACENCYi  AiAJ/bui— 

PUASE  CHECK  TYPE  OF  (MGANIZATIOHi 

FEOEMl.  AGENCY: _ STATE  AGENCY: _ ^LOCAt  CltOUPi  X  IMIDIYIOUAL.  XT 

MAILING  AOOWESSi  //■  3  .  /F/)A>7rijA  IZ~2-  Cf/tXy 

HLEPMONE  NWGER:  7  -  /JSO _ 

CHECK  here  if  you  HISH  to  speak  TOOAY: _ 

sue  JECT : 

accK  icnc  if  you  mould  like  a  copy  of  the  enyiromcntal  impact  statement: 

YOU  MAY  ALSO  USE  THIS  SWET  TO  SUBMIT  A  HRITTEN  COMMENT  IN  THE  SPACE  PROYIOED 
BELOm.  you  may  TUIN  your  COMENT  IN  AT  THE  CLOSE  OF  THE  MEHING  OR  SEND  IT  TO 
THE  AOORESS  AT  THE  OOTTOI  OF  THIS  SHEET.  NRITTEN  COMMEMTS  MAT  ALSO  BE 
SUOMI  TTEO  IN  A  letter  OR  OTMR  FORMAT. 

- /  _ r.A^.AL.  rv.^/  nt  S.l.^  . 

/ 'hil  /tL\t — i.  nr^p: o _ n-f- 

/J'h />. i  jr:/>  Ay  .a)  <.tfh  xfC _ 

- 7%rj/ey.  2Cf?. _ 


MAIL  TOl  MS  CATHERINE  HITCMINS 
HO  ATC/OEEV 

RANDOLPH  AFB  TK  TttSO-SOOt 

coBEENT  sicrr 

CMANUTE  tf  B  Exhibit  15 

OBATT  CNVIBQNPtCKrAl.  IIVACT  STATfHCNT 

NAME:  '*^alt-/  ~E),  _ 

OnCAN 1 2 AT I ON/ AGEBCT : 

PLEASE  CHECK  TYPE  OF  OBGANI2AT lONt 

federal  ACEHCT: _ STATE  ACfNCTi  LOCAL  CROUP) _ IMIDIYIOUAL) 

HAII.ING  AOORESSi _ 5^*^  _ 

HLEPHOHE  MlfCR)  X'L  l94t» 

CHECK  HERE  IF  TOU  MISH  TO  SPEFR  TODAY » 

SUOJECTi  _ 

aicCK  icnc  if  you  woulo  like  a  copy  of  the  environmcrtal  impact  statement) _ 

YOU  mat  ALSO  USE  this  SHEET  TO  SUBMIT  A  MRlTTER  COWNT  IR  THE  SPACE  PROVIDED 
BELOW.  YOU  MAY  TlffN  VOUR  CWMCNT  IM  AT  THE  CLOSE  OF  THE  MEETING  OR  SEW  IT  TO 
THE  AOmCSS  AT  TMC  OOTTQM  OF  THIS  SICCT,  WRITTEN  COMWNTS  MAT  ALSO  BE 
SUCMITTCO  IN  A  letter  OR  OTWR  FORWT. 


-ri^  \/,\\is.,. 

1  I'l  Le 

Pripi-pc.  OQ- 

^■\  p  -(-1  y\(i  1 

_ _ 

MAIL  TO)  MS  CATHERINE  HITCMINS 
HO  ATC/OCEY 

RANDOLPH  AFB  TX  TBfSO-SOOl 
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58.  Comment  noted.  Reports  will  be  provided  to  Mr.  Reale 
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59.  Comment  noted. 


Exhibit  16 


caacKT  sen 

CHMUn  AT* 

OOVT  CNVINOMatNTM.  II^ACT  STATfWNT 


namC  : 

(MGANUATION/AGINCTs  _ — — 

PICASC  CHECK  nPE  OP  (MGANIZATION; 

PEOEAAl  AGENCY: _ STATE  AGENCY:  LOCAL  GMUPi _ INIBIYlOUALi 

HAILING  AnONESSt  Uf'f^OLAnQ  J>/t,  .  /C 

TELEPHONE  WAMENi  /  /  <T 

CHECK  HEBE  IP  TOO  PISH  TO  SPEAK  TflOAY; 

SUBJECT : 

aiECK  icnc  IP  YOU  poulo  like  a  copy  op  the  enviiwnmcmtal  impact  statement: _ 

YOU  HAY  ALSO  USE  THIS  SICET  TO  SUBMIT  A  PMITTCN  COWCNT  IN  THE  SPACE  PBOTIOEO 
BELOP.  YOU  HAY  TUIN  YOUR  CWMEKT  IN  AT  TME  CLOSE  OF  THE  MEETING  ON  SEIO  IT  TO 
THE  ADDRESS  AT  THC  QOTTOM  OF  THIS  SHEET.  PNITTEN  COWCMTS  MAT  ALSO  BE 
SUQHITTCD  IN  A  LETTER  OR  QTICR  POiWAT. 

/tjf/tid'i  /^AVtaiAiAS  r»£  *)/». /S>p  >8.<.rw 

''ru‘  4^6- z<A«=r  ytJ>-VP 

W  ,r  saf  .»■»  mit  «|>k>y: 

t'.f-i  ,’cei6S>  - Aif  an.  ^/.■aAHW 

/.x/rAJ  flhftmAt.  z//*YT  /to 


MAIL  TO:  MS  CATHERINE  MITCMINS 
HQ  ATC/OEEV 

RANDOLPH  APB  TX  T6ISO>SOOI 

CBNCKT  SHEET 
CMANUTE  AFB 

DRAFT  ENTtROMWfTAL  IIVACT  STATEMENT 

NAME:  <~<r<-T.<«>.  I<J  /J  1.1.  , r  ,T^  1/7 

ORGANIEATION/ACENCY;  /■«»..  D c i-.>,  ,  I’t-T 

PLEASE  CHECK  TYPE  OF  ORGANIZATION! 

federal  AGENCY: _ STATE  MENCY: _ LOCAL  CROUP:  *^IMiBIYIBilAAi 

HAILING  ABORESS:  T  ^ /TTAV/r/S.  *=>7:  /V-'  .  "S? ^  A/«a.T...  /l.  /  , 

TELEPHONE  NUWER:  /,-?/  7  5-^// / 

CHECK  MERE  IP  YOU  PISH  TO  SPEAK  TOPAY: 

SUBJECT : 

QKCX  ICRE  IP  YOU  POULO  LIKE  A  COPY  OF  TME  ENVIRONMENTAL  IMPACT  STATENENTi _ 

YOU  MAT  ALSO  USE  THIS  SWCT  TO  SUBMIT  A  MITTEN  CWMENT  IN  THE  SPACE  PROVIOEO 
BELOP.  YOU  MAT  TIHN  YOUR  COMENT  IN  AT  TME  CLOSE  OF  THE  MEETINB  OR  SEM)  IT  TO 
THE  ADORESS  AT  THC  OOTTOM  OF  THIS  SiCET.  MITTEN  COMCWTS  MAY  ALSO  BE 

suoMinco  IN  A  letter  or  oticn  poniat. 

/  ,?,,Y  ia  Jffrwr 

,r-  h'f'P:  .0  >»»/•■*.-  r»x.-  X//-:.-  ‘  ~ 

ll'll  //>»■■..  T’lr  -,'  nr-T.  :  ^/Tr.«i  -TI^VJ  fHAiKiT-r  —  A»/«~. 

n  '  //■///•••.%  g/>YS  fit-n  r/r  fi-r  Ifr  Trtr, . 

///'  r!  /•  til  J/-.'-/  /  /  /4r>ri~/)z  AKi'^ .  -rTt^  rnr^  ihh-; 

A/I-.'  f  I  !  S.c.-^ 
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MAIL  TO:  MS  CATMCMINC  MliCNfiff 
MQ  ATC/OCIV 

AAMOQLPM  ATi  TX  76196-9601 
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60.  Comment  noted. 
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Chanute  AFB  will  receive  the  same  consideration  for  funding  as  an 
active  Installation,  based  on  a  "worst  first"  analysis. 


ifriwfr  FtMrai  luiWIag 
301  Nortk  tUnoelpii  Jtrttl 
Ck«ap*<«a>  lllineit  il820 
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NMwOtr  2B,  1989 

m.  CUDtrint  Hitehins 

HO  ATC/OCEV 

ttldq.  681,  Aom  117 

Rindolpn  AfB,  Ttxsi  781S0-S001 

Ot«r  Ht.  Hitehins: 

Ut  h«vi  rtvitvM  tht  dr*(c  cnyiroMwntAl  iapKt  stttaMflC  on  Clw  closuro  of 
Chuul*  Air  Forco  Baso  mO  hovo  tho  Folloaino  coMonts. 

1.  Baso  closuro  And  rosultinf  futuri  naino  aim  owMrshIp  mtf  cncoirooi 
convorsion  of  prwt  fAnniAiM  on  tho  boso. 

2.  Motor  quAltty  in  tho  futuro  noy  bo  ofFoctotf  by: 

A.  AbAflOonod  undorpround  ttortgo  lAnks  (IF  not  proporly  disposod) 

b.  AbAndonod  Mils  (unloss  pro^ly  soolod) 

c.  IcAcnoio  rroa  Abondonod  solid  uAsto  disposol  atoas. 


cc: 

Rudy  Rico,  President,  AISHCO,  Ou(]uoin,  IL 
Stove  Chord,  lOOA,  SprinpFIcId,  II 

Lorry  Ruhl,  Soil  Resources  CoaBittoc,  Foirfleld,  IL  62817 

Jams  B.  NetniAn,  Director,  CcolopiCAl  Sciences  Division,  SCS,  HAsninpton,  O.C. 

J.  Hortln,  AC,  A-2 


RLH:bn 
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aBANHATIOMrAOEMCVl  _ _ _ _ 

PVCASC  QCCK  TYK  CP  OnSAHIMTIONi 

FEOfRAL  AGCHCYs _ STATE  AGEMCTi _ LOCAl  GhOUPl _ IHIDIVIDUALi 

MAILINS  AOOHESSi  *^17  l~»JI  rVv.-.-  i.A? » -/i  •  T»  j  ,  ITl- ,  t’ll 

TElEPHOhi  HUMthi  _ 

CHECK  HEM  IP  YOU  MISH  TO  SPEMt  TOOAYi _ _ 

SUB  JECT 1 

QKCX  IBM  IF  YOU  MULO  LIKE  A  COPT  CP  THE  ENTIIMMCNTAL  IMACT  STATEMEHT,  X. 

YOU  MAY  ALSO  USE  THIS  SICCT  TO  SLMIT  A  WITTEN  COHCNT  IN  THE  SPM»  PMOIOEO 
BEIOH.  YOU  MAT  TUNN  YOUR  CtMMEHT  IN  AT  TW  CLOSE  OF  THE  HEETINB  OR  SEND  IT  TO 
THE  AOQRESS  AT  THE  MTTOl  OP  THIS  SICET.  MimEN  CSNCNTS  NAT  ALSO  BE 

suoMinEO  IN  A  letter  or  otwn  powat. 


1 ;  b.  c _ H.I,  1  Ki 

acsoj _ LU- 

1  S/C  .1 

(All'"  1 

aaiWl-  .IV.J  a. 

JA./  T*4  /  C 

gMt/ii2Li».(  _ .  n>i,  >>icr 

'!  r 

NAIL  TOt  MS  CAIMRINE  HIICHIMS 
HQ  ATC/OEEV 

RAMOOLPM  APB  TX  TBISB-SOOI 


CMPBIFE  SHEET 
CMAhUTE  VB 

ORMT  ENVINOMNTAL  IMACT  STATEMENT 
NAMEl  P^r'-^il-l<- 
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62. 


Comment  noted. 
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63.  Comment  noted.  See  response  1,  19,  12,  15,  53. 


cowcNT  SMcer 


MAH  TO:  MS  CATHCAINC  HIICMINS 
MO  ATC/OCtV 

RANDOLPH  APB  TX  TBt30-9001 
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The  Base  Closure  Commission  proceedings  are  public  information.  The 
Air  Force  is  required  by  law  to  implement  the  Secretary  of  Defense’s 
decision  to  close  Chanute  in  a  manner  that  minimizes  impacts  to  the 
environment. 
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65.  Same  response  as  32. 


21/ XZ/^ 


13:  ZB 
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OCPARTMCNT  OF  HEALTH  A  HUMAN  SERVICES  PuOUC  HMilh  tMirviui 


Cwtitrs  tor  Ditem  Control 
AtUnta  GA  30333 
namaher  8,  1989 


Ns.  QithariziB  ilitchlns 

HQ  ATC/IXEV 

Bldg  661,  Roan  117 

Randolph  AFB,  Texas  7aiS0>5001 

Dear  Ms.  Hitchiiis: 

We  hove  ocMpleted  our  review  of  the  Dealt  BivizanBentai  In{}act  Statenent 
(OBIS)  for  the  Clooure  of  Chanute  Air  Ihroe  Base,  lUihoie.  Na  are 
rooponding  on  behalf  of  the  u.s.  Riblic  Health  service.  Technical 
assistance  for  this  review  vau  provided  by  Special  Iftograias  Greqp  steiff, 
Center  for  iOnvinzmental  Health  and  Injiuy  Gontnl. 

Our  review  of  the  iiifornatian  provided  did  not  revi^  significant  adverse 
public  health  iafiacta  due  to  the  closure  of  this  Base.  We  noted:  1)  that 
no  oonstzuction  or  clenolition  activities  are  planned  as  part  of  closure; 

.2)  that  the  examination  of  any  alternative  actons  is  precluded  by  FL 
100^26;  3)  UmC  the  Installation  nastoration  Riograa  is  indipandent  of 
closure  and  will  centinue  as  nesdad  after  the  ailitary  mission  has  bean 
tarainated;  4)  that  alternatives  for  figure  use  of  Chanute  AFB  are  not 
relevant  tu  Uiis  DEIS;  and  5)  that  several  activities,  such  as  a 
underground  stcroge  Lank  plan  aixi  a  hazardous  waste  storage  facility 
cloBure  plan,  will  reciuixe  ocnpliance  with  Federal,  State  and  local 
envirorsnentel  regulators. 

Wo  also  note  that  aeveral  iasuftn  related  to  publ  ic  health,  including 
PCS's,  aabeBtos,  and  radon,  await  further  stu^.  These  isstiea  oust 
zeoeive  ^jpropriate  atLuftLian  in  planning  for  closure  anchor  future  use  of 
thcoe  facilities. 

Thank  you  for  the  opportunity  to  review  and  oesnent  on  this  DEIS.  Please 
insure  that  we  are  iiiuludsd  on  your  nailing  list  to  leoeive  a  copy  of  the 
final  docunont,  mil  future  DEIS's  which  nay  indicate  potential  public 
health  Inpmct  oiU  are  developed  under  the  National  Qwixocniaital  Policy 
Act  (HEBk). 


Slnoeroly  yours, 

l/ 

ItoYWth  W.  Holt,  M.S.B.H. 
Ehviransantal  Health  Scientist 
Center  for  IShviroruntal  Healtli 
and  Injury  control 
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66.  Comment  noted. 
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A 


HHnois 


Department  of  Conservcrtion 

life  and  land  together 


LINCOLN  TOWER  PLAZA  •  524  SOUTH  SECOND  STREET  •  SPRINGFIELD  62701-1787 
CHICAGO  OFFICE  •  ROOM  4-300  •  100  WEST  RANDOLPH  60601 
MARK  FRECH,  DIRECTOR  -  KATHY  SBCXE,  ASSISTANT  DIRECTOR 


October  17 ,  1989 


Mr.  Will  Ballard 
Environmental  Planner 
Woolpert 

409  E.  Monximent  Ave. 

Dayton,  Ohio  45402*‘1226 

Dear  Mr.  Ballard: 

Thank  you  for  your  September  IS,  1989  letter  concerning  preparation 
of  an  environmental  Impact  Statement  (EIS)  for  closure  of  and 
withdrawal  of  personnel  from  Chanute  Air  Force  Base,  Rantoul, 
Illinois.  The  Department  would  be  pleased  to  participate  in  the 
EIS  process  as  a  coordinating  agency. 

We  understand  the  EIS  currently  under  preparation  will  only  discuss 
the  closure  and  personnel  withdrawal  impacts  of  the  base  closing, 
while  a  future  EIS  will  discuss  the  disposition  and  re-use  of  the 
lease  for  non-military  purposes. 

We  also  understand  that,  until  such  time  as  the  lease  ownership 
is  transferred  from  the  military,  the  Air  Force  is  committed  to 
continued  maintenance  of  base  structures  to  prevent  deterioration. 
Under  this  scenario  we  assume  that  current  management  of  base 
farmlands,  recreation  areas,  etc.  will  not  change  dramatically, 
though  maintenance  may  not  be  as  intense  as  it  was  when  the  base 
was  actively  in  use. 

Under  the  above  scenario  we  do  not  expect  any  adverse,  long  term 
impacts  to  the  areas  fish,  wildlife  and  natural  heritage  resources. 

To  assist  you  in  EIS  preparation  you  have  already  been  sent 
information  from  the  Natural  Heritage  Dateibase  on  significant 
natural  features  that  occur  on  or  in  proximity  to  Chanute.  Also 
attached  for  your  information  is  a  listing  of  the  Fish  and  Wildlife 
species  known  to  occur  in  Champaign  County.  This  information  is 
from  the  Illinois  Fish  and  wildlife  Information  System  (IFWIS) . 


0CT26Rn 
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I  am  also  enclosing  information  from  the  Department's  1969 
Champaign  County  Water  Resources  Report  on  the  Chanute  Air  Force 
Base  Ponds  which  you  may  find  of  interest. 

Finally,  I  am  enclosing  information  concerning  the  Department's 
involvement  in  the  conservation  and  development  of  fish  and 
wildlife  resources  at  Chanute.  This  includes  a  copy  of  the 
cooperative  agreement  between  the  Department  and  Chanute, 
information  on  our  involvement  in  fisheries  management  on  the  17 
acre  lake  constructed  in  1985  and  a  memo  and  letter  which  details 
some  possible  wildlife  habitat  development/ improvements  at  chanute. 

Thank  you  for  the  opportunity  to  comment.  I  hope  you  find  the 
attached  information  useful  in  your  EIS  preparation.  Give  me  a 
call  if  you  have  further  questions  or  needs  (217/782-3715) . 

Sincerely, 

Richard  W.  Lutz  ,/iSupervisor 
Impact  Analysis  (section 
Division  of  Planning 


RWL’.mip 


Attachments :  5 
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67.  Comments  incorporated  into  the  document. 
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Illinois 


Department  of  Conservation 

life  and  land  together 


UNCOLN  TOWER  PLAZA  •  524  SOUTH  SECOND  STREET  •  SPRINGFIELD  62701-1787 
CHICAGO  OFFICE  •  ROOM  4-300  •  100  WEST  RANDOLPH  60601 
MARK  FRECH,  DIRECTOR  -  KATHY  SELCKE.  ASSISTANT  DIRECTOR 

September  13 ,  1989 


Mr.  Will  Ballard 
Woolpert  Consultants 
409  E.  Monument  Ave. 
Dayton,  OH  45402-1226 


Dear  Mr.  Ballard: 


Per  your  request,  I  have  searched  our  data  files  for  significant 
features  on  or  near  the  Chanute  Air  Force  Base.  No  significant 
natural  features  were  found. 


Please  note  that  although  no  natural  features  were  found  by  the 
Illinois  Natural  Heritage  Database,  there  is  always  the  possibility 
that  significant  features  unknown  to  the  Database  may  exist  at  the 
site.  One  state  endangered  species  that  could  possibly  be  found 
at  the  airport  is  the  upland  sandpiper  fBartramia  lonaicauda) . 
This  species  is  commonly  associated  with  grassy  areas  around 
airports. 

This  letter  does  not  constitute  consultation  as  required  by 
Executive  Order  No.  7  and/or  the  Illinois  Endangered  Species 
Protection  Act.  Please  contact  the  Department  of  Conservation's 
Division  of  Planning  (ATTN:  Dick  Lutz)  to  initiate  the  required 
consultation . 


I  cannot  charge  you  for  the  search  of  our  database,  but  I  would 
like  to  urge  your  support  of  the  Illinois  Natural  Heritage  Database 
by  contributing  to  the  Illinois  Nongame  Wildlife  Conservation  Fund. 
I  have  enclosed  a  sheet  showing  the  expenses  in  searching  the 
database. 


If  I  can  be  of  further  assistance,  please  feel  free  to  call  me  at 
(217)  785-8774. 


Sincerely, 


'^John  E.  Buhnerkempe 
Data  Coordinator 
Division  of  Natural  Heritage 


cc:  Carl  Becker 
Bob  Szafoni 
Dick  Lutz 


j  RECEIVED 
.SEP  19 1989 
WOOIPERT  CONS'JLTAN 
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68.  Comments  Incorporated  into  the  document. 
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217/785-4512 

Champaign  County 
Rantoul 

Chanute  AFB  Closure 
IHPA  Log  #01092889 

Mr.  Will  Ballard 
Environmental  Planner 
Hoolpert  Consultants 
409  East  Monument  Avenue 
Dayton.  Ohio  45402-1226 

Dear  Mr.  Ballard: 

Thank  you  for  your  letter  Informing  us  that  your  firm  will  be  preparing  an 
Environmental  Impact  Statement  for  the  closure  of  Chanute  Air  Force  Base. 

A  Phase  I  archaeological  survey  was  completed  by  our  office  In  1987  of  the 
entire  base  property.  A  single  Isolated  f1nd*was  located.  The  results  of 
this  survey  Indicate  that  no  significant  archaeological  properties  are  located 
within  the  base  property. 

We  have  also  discussed  historic  properties  on  the  base  with  Air  Force 
personnel.  It  Is  our  understanding  that  they  contracted  with  a  firm  to 
perform  an  assessment  of  buildings  on  the  base  that  may  meet  National  Register 
of  Historic  Places  criteria.  If  this  has  not  been  done.  It  should  be. 

Several  buildings.  Including  the  hangers  and  Building  3,  probably  meet 
National  Register  standards  for  eligibility. 

We  have  also  had  contact  with  the  Mayor  of  Rantoul  who  Is  Investigating  the 
possibility  of  nominating  the  hanger  buildings  to  the  National  Register  of 
Historic  Places.  The  village  of  Rantoul  thinks  that  the  added  tax  advantages 
associated  with  historic  properties  would  Increase  the  marketability  of  the 
structures. 

Thank  you  for  the  opportunity  to  comment.  If  we  can  be  of  assistance  to  you 
during  preparation  of  the  Environmental  Impact  Statement  please  contact  our 
office  at  217/785-4512. 


AMH:kh 


Sincerely, 


Anne  M.  Haaker*^* 


Coordinator,  Resource 
Protection  Services 


EIVED 

OCT  051909 


WOOLJ’tRT  ''ONSULTA' 
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69.  Comments  incorporated  into  the  document. 
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United  States  Department  of  the 

FISH  AND  WILDLIFE  SERVICE  COM:  309/793-5800 

ROCK  ISLAND  FIEID  OFFia  (ES)  FTS ;  386-5800 

USO  Second  Avenue.  Second  Floor 
Rock  ItUpd.  lilinou  61201 

October  10,  1989 


will  Ballard 
Woolpert  Consultants 
409  East  Monument  Avenue 
Dayton,  Ohio  45402-1226 

Dear  Mr.  Ballard: 

This  is  in  response  to  your  letter  regarding  the  closing  of  Chanute 
Air  Force,  Rantoul,  Illinois.  There  are  no  areas  in  the  study  area 
of  concern  to  our  agency  and  we  therefore  have,  no  comment  on  the 
proposal  to  close  the  base. 

This  letter  provides  comment  under  the  authority  of  and  in 
accordance  with  provisions  of  the  Fish  and  Wildlife  Coordination 
Act  1^48  Stat.  401,  as  amended;  16  U.S.C.  661  et  seq. )  ;  the  National 
Environmental  Policy  Act  of  1969,  as  amended;  and  the  Endangered 
Species  Act  of  1973,  as  amended. 


OCT  161989 

GB:hw  ^oOLTErti  CONSULTANTS 


NeJISon 
Field  Supervisor 
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70.  Comment  noted. 
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State  of  Illinois 

DEPARTMENT  OF  AGRICULTURE 

Division  of  Natural  Resources 

Slate  Fairgrounds,  P.O.  Box  19281,  Springfield,  IL  62794-9281,  217/782-6297 


Buremu  of  Farmland  Procection 


Bureau  of  Soil  Conservation 


November  8,  1989 


Mr.  Ulll  Ballard 
Environmental  Planner 
Woolpert  Consultants 
409  East  Monument  Avenue 
Dayton,  Ohio  45402-1226 

Dear  Mr.  Ballard: 

Thank  you  for  recently  notifying  the  Illinois  Department  of  Agriculture 
(IDOA)  of  the  forthcoming  Environmental  Impact  Statement  'which  pertains  to 
the  slated  closure  of  Chanute  Air  Force  Base  at  Rantoul,  Illinois.  Please  be 
advised  that  the  IDOA  wishes  to  be  officially  recognized  as  a  cooperating 
agency  regarding  this  matter. 

In  conjunction  with  the  closure  of  the  base,  Che  potential  certainly  exists 
for  Che  agricultural  community  to  sustain  detrimental  impacts.  The  following 
conveys  Che  perceived  agricultural  Impacts  chat  would  be  affiliated  with  an 
action  of  this  nature. 

.  Agricultural  Resources 

According  to  your  recent  correspondence,  approximately  311  acres  on  the 
base  are  devoted  to  intensive  agricultural  use.  Undoubtedly,  termination 
of  the  base  would  make  said  land  more  susceptible  to  non-agricultural 
development  scenarios.  Development  of  this  farmland  may  also  act  as  a 
catalyst  for  urban  related  development  Initiatives  to  occur  on 
agricultural  land  to  the  south  and  the  east  of  the  existing  base. 
Considering  the  presence  of  Che  prime  farmland  soils  within  Che  confines 
of  Che  base  and  in  the  areas  adjacent  thereto,  it  would  be  preferable  for 
the  Integrity  of  these  agricultural  resources  to  be  protected  for 
continued  agricultural  pursuits. 


Impacts  To  Agricultural  Producers 


We  presume  the  closure  of  the  base  would  result  in  adverse  economic 

impacts  for  the  farmer(s)  Chat  rents  agricultural  land  from  the  U.S.  Air 

Force.  There  is  a  strong  likelihood  that  the  farmland  would  no  longer  be 

available  for  agricultural  use.  The  extent  of  these  impacts  would  be 

contingent  upon  the  overall  size  of  the  farmer's  operation.  If  a  large 

quantity  of  land  is  farmed  elsewhere,  the  economic  impacts  may  qoc  be 

severe.  Conversely,  if  the  farmland  on  the  base  constitutes  chfc  majority 

of  the  farming  operation,  the  economic  effects  would  clearly  be  Jg** 

significant.  —  V 
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Impacts  To  Subsurface  Drainage  Svatems 

It  Is  highly  probable  that  subsurface  tile  drainage  systems  serve  the 
farmland  on  the  base  and  it  is  possible  these  tile  lines  extend  into  the 
agricultural  land  to  the  south  and  east  of  the  base.  Proper  drainage  Is 
essential  for  a  farming  operation  to  be  profitable.  As  previously 
mentioned,  the  abandonment  of  the  base  could  result  in  the  conversion  of 
farmland  that  is  currently  utilized  for  farming  purposes.  Development  of 
the  farmland  on  the  base  may  sever  or  crush  tile  lines  which  also 
accommodate  the  farmland  to  the  south  and  east.  If  this  is  the  case, 
subsurface  drainage  would  be  disrupted  and  water  from  rainfall  events 
would  remain  on  the  surface  for  lengthy  periods  of  time.  This  is  an 
undesirable  condition  for  land  that  is  intensively  row  cropped. 


The  aforementioned  information  represents  the  respective  agricultural  impact 
Issues  which  should  be  properly  addressed  within  the  upcoming  Environmental 
Impact  Statement.  Please  direct  a  copy  of  the  document  to  this  office  for 
our  ex'afflination. 

If  you  have  any  questions  regarding  the  remarks  expressed  herein,  do  not 
hesitate  to  contact  us. 


Sincerely, 


Steven  D.  Chard,  Chief 
Bureau  of  Farmland  Protection 
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Same  response  as  1. 
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217/785-5735 

Chanute  Air  Force  Base— EIS  for  Closure  of  Base 


November  14,  1989 


Mr.  Will  Ballard 
Wool  pert  Consultants 
409  East  Monument  Avenue 
Dayton,  Ohio  45402-1226 

Dear  Mr,  Ballard: 

In  response  to  your  request  of  September  18,  1989,  the  Illinois 
Environmental  Protection  Agency  will  participate  in  the  preparation 
of  the  environmental  impact  statement  for  the  closure  of  Chanute  Air 
Force  Base,  as  a  cooperating  agency  subject  to  resource  constraints. 
The  role  of  the  Agency  will  be  limited  to  that  of  review  and  comment 
and  providing  data  and  information  which  the  Agency  possesses. 

• 

We  note  the  process  of  providing  data  and  discussion  has  already 
commenced  as  outline  in  your  letter.  We  also  note  that  the  scoping 
meetings  for  the  preparation  of  the  EIS  have  already  taken  place. 

If  you  have  any  questions  or  comments,  please  contact  Tom  McSwiggin 
at  217-782-0610. 


Roger  A.  Kanerva 
Manager 

Environmental  Programs 


RAK:TGM:mjm 

cc:  Tom  McSwiggin 
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72.  Comment  noted. 


CoRMents  taken  fro«  transcripts  froR  the  public  hearing  on  the  draft  FIS. 
The  Reeting  was  held  at  the  Rantoul  Township  High  School  on  Noveaber  11, 
1989. 


73.  However,  I  do  have  a  problea  with  atteepts  to  coapletely  separate, 
with  the  exception  of  the  Regional  Waste  Water  Treataent  Plan 
envlronaental  and  soclo-econoalc  lapacts  an  artificial.  If  not  an 
laposslble  division. 

Same  response  as  1. 

74.  What  prospective  purchaser,  with  today's  envlronaental  laws  and 
concerns,  will  be  seriously  Interested  In  property  that  Is  less  than 
totally  safe  and  clean?  An  If  such  a  prospect  Is  found,  what  happens 
to  the  aarket  value  of  a  property  less  than  clean? 

It  Is  in  the  best  interest  of  the  Air  Force  to  have  quick  and 
appropriate  cleanup  of  any  contaminated  sites.  All  IRP  sites  will  be 
monitored  and  remediation  will  occur  as  necessary.  These  sites  will 
be  precluded  from  development  until  any  health  hazards  are 
eliminated.  The  Air  Force  intends  to  dispose  of  the  property  at  fair 
market  value,  so  a  maintenance  program  will  be  instituted  to  prevent 
deterioration  of  assets. 

75.  And  It  goes  on  with  four  options,  the  first  of  which  Is  long-term 
monitoring  of  the  materials  conditions.  We  find  this  unacceptable. 

We  cannot  operate  on  a  long  term  In  this  situation.  Secondly  Is 
enclosure  within  solid  structures,  and  third  Is  encapsulation  with 
sprayed-on  coatings.  What  happens  with  Interior  walls  that  are 
enclosed,  or  when  In  doubt,  they're  encapsulated?  The  fourth  one  and 
the  last  one  listed  Is  the  removal  of  the  material  which.  In  our 
view.  Is  the  only  acceptable  option. 

Air  Force  policy  is  that  there  will  not  be  a  transfer  of  any  property 
with  asbestos  that  constitutes  an  immediate  health  hazard.  If  a 
decision  is  made  to  demolish  any  facility,  all  hazardous  materials, 
including  asbestos,  will  be  removed  in  accordance  with  federal  and 
state  environmental  regulations.  Same  as  response  42.  Same  as 
response  42. 


76.  Under  whet,  conditions  would  It  be  Impossible  to  remove  the 
contaminated  soil  caused  by  leaking  USTs? 

Soil  contamination  at  depth  may  be  difficult  to  remove  because  the 
plume  of  contamination  maybe  very  extensive.  State  and  Federal  EPA’s 
have  recovery  systems  to  remove  contaminants  but  not  necessarily  to 
zero.  The  Air  Force  will  work  very  closely  with  the  state  and  the 
EPA  to  contain  the  contamination  to  at  least  the  point  where  there  is 
not  a  health  risk. 

77.  It  then  goes  on  to  state  that  abandoned  USTs — those  no  longer  In 
service — are  generally  programmed,  a  term  that  Hike  Little  also 
brought  up.  You  know,  what  Is  'generally,*  and  why  does  It  say 
'generally?*  Why  not  'always?*  You  know,  does  'generally*  mean  50 
percent  or  over  50  percent,  or  39  out  of  77? 

The  correction  has  been  made  in  the  Draft  EIS,  page  3-20. 

78.  What  1s  a  minimal  maintenance  program,  and  what  Is  this  going  to  do 
for  Chapman  Court  and  for  Rantoul? 

The  minimal  maintenance  program  which  will  include  the  Chapman  Courts 
area  will  be  a  preventive  maintenance  program.  This  program  will  be 
operated  in  a  fashion  that  assets  will  be  protected  from  losing  their 
market  value. 

79.  Or  why  only  shallow  monitoring  wells  at  some  of  the  landfill  sites? 
Why  not  core  samples  from  the  landfill  areas?  Why  are  only  the 
superficial  soils  forming  the  landfill  caps  being  sampled?  What 
about  the  soils  around  the  sides  and  beneath  these  landfill  areas? 

Landfill  coring  will  not  as  a  rule  be  done.  Tests  and  investigations 
are  conducted  to  gather  information  so  that  informed  decisions  can  be 
made.  Coring  is  commonly  done  at  three  or  five  locations  within  a 
base  to  get  a  firsthand  look  at  the  geology  of  the  general  area. 
Taking  a  core  from  a  landfill  provides  almost  no  helpful  Information 
and  can  be  dangerous  to  the  drilling  crew  due  to  such  problems  as 
release  of  methane  gas.  On  the  other  hand,  surface  soil  samples  are 
appropriate  at  closed  landfills  to  test  the  integrity  of  the  landfill 
cap.  Groundwater  monitoring  wells  are  installed  on  the  perimeter  and 
down  gradient  (in  the  direction  of  groundwater  flow)  of  the  landfill. 
Shallow  wells  are  installed  into  the  uppermost  aquifer  as  a  first 
step  because  any  contaminant  leakage  would  reach  the  uppermost 
aquifer  first.  If  contaminants  are  found,  deeper  wells  into  the  next 
aquifer  layer  may  be  necessary. 


80.  What  are  the  developnent  llnitatlons  over  the  landfill  sites? 

Eventually  all  IRP  sites  will  be  made  available  for  reuse.  However, 
there  will  be  restrictions  due  to  engineering  limitations,  such  as 
not  constructing  a  building  on  a  capped  landfill.  When  all  necessary 
studies  and  remedial  actions  are  complete  at  IRP  sites,  those  lands 
will  be  released  for  disposal  (sale  or  other  type  of  property 
transfer).  Restrictions  on  the  type  of  development  will  be  placed  on 
some  parcels.  Lands  containing  closed  landfills  are  not  appropriate 
for  structures  of  appreciable  size.  Closed  landfills  are  most 
suitable  for  recreational  areas,  i.e.,  parks,  golf  courses, 
wilderness  areas,  etc.  Any  development  over  a  closed  landfill  which 
would  disturb  or  remove  the  cap  (cover  material)  poses  many  problems, 
both  engineering  and  environmental.  Restrictions  against  such 
development  that  are  needed  to  protect  human  health  and  the 
environment  will  convey  with  the  property. 

81.  What  about  the  water  supply,  the  holding  tanks,  the 
Maintenance — which  you’ve  already  touched  upon — and  the  steaa 
plant — and  of  course,  the  pending  probleas  with  the  waste  water 
systea. 

The  water  supply,  holding  tanks,  and  steam  plant  will  be  included  in 
the  base  maintenance  program  which  ill  prevent  deterioration  of 
assets.  The  waste  water  system  will  be  impacted  by  the  eventual 
reuse  as  well  as  the  closure  of  the  base,  interim  and  long  term 
objectives  to  be  considered.  The  Air  Force  will  participate  in  the 
reuse  EIS  and  process  to  look  at  and  work  with  the  Village  of  Rantoul 
in  minimizing  the  impacts  to  the  waste  water  treatment  plant. 

82.  And  on  the  next  page,  under  "Groundwater  Resources"  it  states,  "The 
closure  will  also  reduce  future  construction  that  would  create  more 
Impervious  space  on  the  aquifer  recharge  area  that  the  base  partially 
occupies."  Gentlemen,  those  statements  can  only  valid  If  present 
land,  buildings  and  so  on  retain  a  status  quo.  We’re  not  willing  to 
settle  for  that. 

Comment  noted 

83.  We  need,  expect,  and  even  demand  that  all  environmental  concerns  be 
addressed  quickly  and  efficiently,  that  the  cleanup  be  complete,  and 
that  the  Village  be  directly  Informed  and  Involved  every  step  of  the 
way. 

Comment  noted.  The  Village  is  invited  to  participate  in  the 
environmental  programs. 


84.  I  an  Mel  Webster.  I’m  the  Director  of  the  Retiree  Activities  Prograe, 
representing  approxinately  4,000  Military  retirees  froM  all  branches 
of  the  Araed  Forces.  I  would  like  to  spend  one  Minute  listing  the 
environMental  ii^)act  the  Military  retiree  will  notice;  No  hospital, 
no  dental  care,  no  base  exchange  store,  no  coMMissary,  no  alterations 
shop,  no  barber  shop,  no  beauty  shop,  no  flower  shop,  no  laundry /dry 
cleaning  shop,  no  optical  shop,  no  service  station,  no  theaters,  no 
SATO,  no  clubs,  no  arts  and  crafts  center,  no  auto  craft  shop,  no 
athletic  coaplex,  no  bowling  center,  no  child  care  center,  no  golf 
course,  no  package  store,  no  skeet  range,  no  swiOMing  pools,  no 
thrift  shop,  no  youth  center.  I  thank  you. 

Same  response  as  1. 

85.  What  are  they  to  do  without  the  hospital?  What  are  we  to  do  if 
Chanute  closes? 

Same  response  as  1.  Same  response  as  1. 

86.  Where  are  we  going  to  get  the  money  for  the  doctors,  hospitals  and 
medicine? 

Same  response  as  1. 

87.  Closing  Chanute  and  the  potential  of  it  is  creating  stress  in  this 
area. 

Same  response  as  1. 

88.  I  would  like  the  second  Economic  Impact  Statement  to  address  itself 
to  these  types  of  people  issues,  so  we  can  better  be  prepared  to  help 
the  people  in  this  area  deal  with  this  situation.  I  would  also  like 
the  Air  Force  to  respond,  in  terms  of  how  you  can  help  us  deal  with 
this  situation  and  what  kinds  of  impact  we  can  expect,  in  terms  of 
the  social  services  and  the  human  aspects  of  this  situation. 


Same  response  as  1. 
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